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Want	to	use	WhatsApp	from	your	computer?	While	there's	no	standalone	WhatsApp	client,	you	can	use	WhatsApp's	web	app	and	desktop	client	to	send	messages	via	your	smartphone.	Here's	how	to	use	WhatsApp	on	your	Windows	PC,	Mac,	or	other	type	of	computer.	Should	You	Use	WhatsApp	on	the	Web	or	Download	the	App?	The	desktop	app	and
the	web	interface	are	very	similar,	but	there	are	a	few	critical	differences.	The	big	ones	are	featuresthe	WhatsApp	web	interface	doesn't	allow	you	to	place	audio	or	video	calls.	Given	that	limitation,	we'd	generally	recommend	that	you	use	the	desktop	client	whenever	you	can.	Click	the	phone	or	video	camera	icon	in	the	upper	right	corner	to	start	a
voice	or	video	call	respectively.	Once	you're	in	a	video	call,	you	can	even	share	your	screen	if	you	want.	Just	click	the	screen	share	button	at	the	bottom,	then	select	the	window	you'd	like	to	share.	The	major	advantage	you	get	from	accessing	WhatsApp	through	your	browser	is	convenience.	You	can	use	WhatsApp	Web	from	any	desktop	browser	(all
major	browsers	like	Safari,	Chrome,	Firefox,	and	Edge	are	supported)	on	any	operating	system.	You'll	also	get	notifications	for	new	messages.	You	can	even	use	it	on	PCs	that	you	can't	install	apps	on	(like	a	public	computer),	but	you	should	exercise	caution	if	you	do	that.	Use	a	private	window,	make	sure	to	log	out,	and	keep	in	mind	that	software	on
the	PC	may	be	able	to	snoop	on	what	you	send	and	receive.	Download	the	WhatsApp	App	on	Your	Windows	PC	or	Mac	If	you	want	a	dedicated	app,	you	can	use	the	WhatsApp	Desktop	application	for	Windows	and	macOS.	If	you	don't	want	to	use	the	link,	you	can	always	search	"WhatsApp"	in	the	Microsoft	or	Apple	Stores.	For	added	features,	you	can
even	use	third-party	apps.	ChatMate	for	WhatsApp	($2.99)	is	a	great	alternative	for	Mac	users.	If	you	don't	want	to	use	the	app,	just	continue	to	the	next	section.	Connect	Your	WhatsApp	Account	to	the	Desktop	App	or	the	Browser	The	process	of	connecting	your	iPhone	or	Android	smartphone	to	WhatsApp	Web	or	WhatsApp	Desktop	is	the	same.	We'll
walk	you	through	the	process	of	using	WhatsApp	Web.	Open	your	favorite	browser	and	go	to	web.whatsapp.com.	Here,	you'll	see	a	QR	code	on	the	right	side	of	the	screen.	Now,	you'll	have	to	scan	the	QR	code	using	your	iPhone	or	Android	smartphone.	If	you're	using	an	Android	smartphone,	tap	the	"Menu"	button	from	the	toolbar	in	the	top-right
corner,	then	select	the	"Linked	Devices"	option.	Select	"Link	a	Device"	in	the	next	Window.	Now,	point	your	smartphone's	camera	at	the	QR	code.	In	a	second,	the	QR	code	will	be	scanned,	and	you'll	be	logged	in	to	WhatsApp	Web.	If	you're	using	an	iPhone,	go	to	the	"Settings"	tab,	then	tap	"Linked	Devices."	In	the	next	window,	tap	"Link	Device."
Finally,	point	the	iPhone	camera	at	the	QR	code.	Once	it's	scanned,	WhatsApp	Web	will	show	all	of	your	messages.You	can	click	a	message	to	open	it	and	send	messages	to	anyone.	You	can	do	almost	everything	on	WhatsApp	Web	that	you	can	from	your	smartphone.	You	can	send	GIFs,	photos,	videos,	documents,	emojis,	and	more.	To	allow	message
notifications	in	your	browser,	click	the	"Turn	On	Desktop	Notifications"	button.	Then	confirm	from	the	pop-up	to	allow	notifications	for	WhatsApp	Web.	(This	pop-up	will	depend	on	the	browser	that	you're	using.)	Once	you're	done	using	WhatsApp	Web,	make	sure	to	log	out.	To	do	this,	click	the	"Menu"	button	from	the	top	toolbar	and	then	choose	the
"Log	Out"	option.	Use	WhatsApp	constantly	for	both	work	and	personal	chat?	Here's	how	to	secure	your	WhatsApp	account.	WhatsApp	has	become	the	most	popular	messaging	app	in	the	world,	but	it	has	also	leaped	off	mobile	devices	and	onto	our	browsers.	Many	of	us	value	seeing	our	messages	come	onto	our	computer	screens	in	real-time	as	we
work,	and	WhatsApp	gives	us	the	option	to	reply	more	easily	and	quickly	using	our	computer	keyboards.	Heres	everything	you	need	to	know	about	WhatsApp	Web	and	how	to	get	started	using	it.Editors	note:	We	used	a	Google	Pixel	7	running	Android	14	to	develop	these	steps.	We	also	verified	the	steps	work	on	Apple	devices	using	an	iPhone	12	Mini
running	iOS	17.2.What	is	WhatsApp	Web,	and	how	does	it	differ	from	the	desktop	app?Edgar	Cervantes	/	Android	AuthorityWhatsApp	Web	is	the	online	browser	version	of	the	mobile	app.	It	enables	you	to	receive	your	messages	on	your	computer	screen	in	real	time,	reply	by	typing	on	your	keyboard,	start	new	conversations	andgroups,	and	search
chat	histories.	You	can	receive	message	notifications	from	your	browser	if	you	have	them	enabled	in	the	browser	settings.However,	unlike	desktop	and	mobile	apps,	it	doesnt	allow	you	to	make	telephone	and	video	calls.	You	also	cant	change	your	status.	So	there	are	a	few	shortcomings	with	the	browser	version	but	nothing	that	would	be	a	deal-
breaker.What	are	the	differences	between	WhatsApp	Web	and	the	mobile	app?Edgar	Cervantes	/	Android	AuthorityThe	differences	between	the	web	version	and	the	mobile	app	are	the	same	as	the	desktop	app.	The	mobile	app	gives	you	the	full	WhatsApp	experience	with	all	the	bells	and	whistles.	The	browser	version	misses	things	like	calling,	video
calls,	and	status	updates.Setting	up	the	browser	version	of	WhatsApp	is	very	quick	and	easy.	The	following	steps	assume	you	already	have	an	account	on	the	mobile	app.	If	not,	you	need	to	do	that	first.On	your	computer,	launch	your	browser	and	go	to	web.whatsapp.com.Now,	launch	WhatsApp	on	your	phone.On	Android,	tap	on	the	three-dot	menu
icon	and	select	Linked	devices.	On	iPhone,	tap	on	the	Settings	tab	and	select	Linked	devices.Tap	on	Link	a	device.Use	the	phones	camera	to	scan	the	QR	code	on	the	browser.Thats	it.	After	a	few	seconds,	your	chats	will	be	accessible	through	WhatsApp	Web.You	need	to	bear	in	mind	a	security	vulnerability	when	using	the	browser	version.	When	you
close	the	browser	tab	or	the	browser	completely	it	doesnt	log	you	out	of	your	WhatsApp	account.	If	youre	worried	about	your	privacy,	its	essential	to	sign	out	of	your	WhatsApp	account	before	closing	the	browser.On	your	smartphone,	launch	WhatsApp.On	Android,	tap	on	the	three-dot	menu	icon	and	select	Linked	devices.	On	iPhone,	tap	on	the
Settings	tab	and	select	Linked	devices.Tap	on	the	linked	computer.Hit	Log	out.One	of	the	most	common	complaints	people	make	about	WhatsApp	is	the	lack	of	an	iPad	version.	Until	Facebook	rectifies	that	problem,	WhatsApp	Web	is	an	excellent	alternative	to	use	on	the	tablet.	The	process	is	very	similar.Open	a	browser	on	the	iPad	and	go	to
web.whatsapp.com.You	will	see	the	QR	code	on	the	screen.Follow	the	same	smartphone	steps	mentioned	above	to	connect	your	iPad	to	WhatsApp.If	youre	using	the	Safari	browser,	you	can	even	make	an	icon	for	the	screen	by	tapping	the	Share	button	and	choosing	Add	to	Home	Screen	in	the	menu.The	only	downside	to	using	WhatsApp	on	an	iPad	is
that	the	notifications	are	pretty	terrible.	Youre	relying	on	the	browser	to	deliver	the	notifications,	not	WhatsApp.	So	unless	you	dont	need	to	reply	to	messages	immediately,	you	would	need	to	keep	the	browser	open	and	the	iPad	window	awake	to	see	incoming	new	messages.FAQsCan	you	video	chat	on	WhatsApp	Web?No,	video	calls	are	unavailable
on	WhatsApp	Web.Can	you	make	a	phone	call	on	WhatsApp	Web?No,	like	video	chatting,	audio	calls	are	also	unavailable	on	the	browser	version	of	the	app.Can	I	update	my	status	on	WhatsApp	Web?No,	you	cant	update	your	status	on	WhatsApp	Web.Thank	you	for	being	part	of	our	community.	Read	ourComment	Policy	before	posting.
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