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Photo:	Debbie	Wolfe	for	Bob	Vila	We	may	earn	revenue	from	the	products	available	on	this	page	and	participate	in	affiliate	programs.	Learn	More	If	you	need	a	sturdy	power	tool	to	trim	a	lawns	edges	or	tackle	overgrown	weeds,	a	battery	trimmer	might	be	a	wise	investment.	Cordless	grass	trimmers	offer	similar	performance	to	gas	string	trimmers,
and	theyre	quieter,	less	polluting,	and	more	mobile	than	corded	electric	lawn	trimmers.	To	determine	which	battery-powered	trimmers	were	best,	we	tested	a	dozen	highly	rated	models	doing	different	tasks,	such	as	edging	a	lawn,	trimming	fence	lines,	and	cutting	down	overgrown	ditch	weeds.	Ideally,	the	best	string	trimmer	should	be	lightweight,
durable,	and	easy	to	operate.	The	string	line	should	advance	smoothly,	and	the	user	shouldnt	need	to	frequently	stop	and	untangle	the	line.	It	also	has	to	produce	enough	cutting	force	to	buzz	through	grass	and	chop	down	coarse	weeds	and	light	brush.	We	like	the	Stihl	FSA	80	R	Battery-Powered	String	Trimmer	the	most	out	of	this	lineup	for	its
smooth	but	powerful	cutting	performance	on	a	variety	of	greenery.	That	said,	since	some	models	excel	at	the	lightweight	and	easy-to-use	aspect,	and	others	perform	the	heavy-duty	jobs	better,	its	important	to	match	your	needs	to	the	tools	strengths.	Ahead,	we	will	offer	our	observations	from	testing	these	popular	models	in	order	to	help	you	find	the
best	battery	trimmer	for	your	landscaping	needs.	Photo:	Glenda	Taylor	for	Bob	Vila	Photo:	Debbie	Wolfe	for	Bob	VilaPhoto:	Jacob	Wolfe	for	Bob	VilaPhoto:	Debbie	Wolfe	for	Bob	VilaPhoto:	Mark	Wolfe	The	following	reviews	will	walk	through	the	key	features	of	each	cordless	string	trimmer	and	detail	how	the	models	performed	in	our	backyard	tests.
Photo:	Ace	Hardware	Excellent	power	and	performance	Useful	safety	features,	such	as	throttle	trigger	interlock	Compatible	with	0.095-	and	0.105-inch	weed	eater	string	Adjustable	loop	handle	fits	operators	of	different	sizes	Shorter	runtime	than	others	in	the	test	group	Battery	type:	36V	4.0-amp-hour	(Ah)	lithium-ion	Runtime:	25	minutes	Weight:
13.2	pounds	This	Bob	Vila	Approved	product	carries	our	brands	highest	level	of	recommendation.Bob	Vila	Approved	recognizes	the	household	and	DIY	products	that	impressed	us	most	in	our	real-world	testing	and	that	exemplify	core	values	of	the	Bob	Vila	brand,	including	craftsmanship,	innovation,	and	value	for	the	dollar.	Winners	of	this	designation
come	recommended	by	our	professional	review	team	and	are	personally	approved	by	Bob	Vila.	Our	Ratings:	Power	5/5;	Performance	5/5;	Ease	of	Use	5/5;	Safety	5/5;	Value	4.5/5	A	bit	beefier	than	the	Stihl	FSA	60	R	battery	trimmer	we	tested	in	the	past,	the	FSA	80	R	is	one	of	the	best	string	trimmers	in	Stihls	battery-powered	residential	tool	lineup.	It
comes	equipped	with	a	36V	4	Ah	lithium-ion	battery	and	a	bump-advance	string	trimmer	head	that	works	with	either	0.095-	or	0.105-inch	weed	eater	string.	This	battery	grass	trimmer	features	a	variable-speed	throttle	trigger	and	a	loop	handle	with	a	quick-release	function	for	fast,	tool-free	adjustments.	In	standard	cutting	conditions,	the	FSA	80	R
runs	up	to	25	minutes	per	charge.	The	included	charger	replenishes	the	AK	20	battery	in	180	minutes.	Although	it	had	a	relatively	short	runtime	per	charge,	the	FSA	80	grass	trimmer	ran	long	enough	for	us	to	take	care	of	our	routine	lawn	maintenance	needs.	The	motor	and	trimmer	head	ran	smooth	and	strong	in	our	tests,	producing	very	little
vibration.	The	trimmer	cut	crisp,	clean	edges	in	the	grassy	areas,	and	in	the	weedy	patches,	it	easily	tore	through	coarse	vegetation,	vines,	and	woody	stems	up	to	inch	thick.	The	adjustable	forward	handle	made	it	easy	to	get	a	comfortable	fit	no	matter	who	was	operating.	This	is	an	ideal	option	for	general	suburban	yard	maintenance.	Get	the	Stihl
battery	trimmer	at	Northern	Tool	+	Equipment.	Photo:	Amazon	Lightweight	and	easy	to	operate	Compact	design	with	adjustable	handle	Easy-feed	trimmer	string	system	Wheeled	support	simplifies	trimming	and	edging	Brushed	motor	drains	batteries	faster	than	brushless	Taller	users	may	have	to	stoop	during	use	Battery	type:	20V	2.0Ah	lithium-ion
Runtime:	25	minutes	Weight:	8	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	4/5;	Performance	3/5;	Ease	of	Use	4.5/5;	Safety	4/5;	Value	4.5/5	Reliable	lawn	equipment	doesnt	always	cost	an	arm	and	a	leg.	Black+Deckers	compact	EasyFeed	trimmer/edger	is	one	of	the	most	affordable	models	around,	and	it	offers	enough	trimming	power	and	runtime	to	maintain	a	small
yard.	This	battery-powered	electric	weed	eater	is	designed	to	clip	grass	quickly,	and	once	the	job	is	done,	it	stows	away	in	a	tiny	amount	of	space.	It	features	a	pistol-style	throttle	grip,	an	adjustable	forward	loop	handle,	and	a	telescoping	shaft	for	easy	height	adjustment.	It	also	has	a	rotating	head	that	allows	you	to	transition	from	a	horizontal	weed-
eating	position	to	a	vertical	edging	configuration	without	having	to	hold	the	grips	upside	down.	When	its	in	the	edging	position,	you	get	the	added	benefit	of	a	wheel	for	added	support.	Although	the	Black+Decker	offered	significantly	less	cutting	power	than	the	other	tools	in	our	test	group,	it	did	a	fine	job	on	our	lawn	grass.	The	handles	were
comfortable,	and	we	appreciated	the	push-button	line	feed	(as	opposed	to	a	traditional	bump-advance	trimmer	head).	Our	two	testersone	over	6	feet	tall	and	the	other	under	5.5	feet	tallboth	found	it	comfortable	and	easy	to	use	without	undue	strain,	bending,	stooping,	or	lifting.	Get	the	Black+Decker	battery	trimmer	at	Walmart	or	Target.	Photo:	Ace
Hardware	Outstanding	power	for	clearing	overgrown	weeds	and	brush	Works	with	0.080-or	0.095-inch	trimmer	line	Excellent	runtime	for	typical	grass	trimming	Fairly	heavy;	no	shoulder	strap	included	Noisy	operation,	especially	when	initially	triggering	Battery	type:	60V	3	Ah	FlexVolt	lithium-ion	Runtime:	40	minutes	Weight:	12.95	pounds	Our
Ratings:	Power	4.5/5;	Performance	4/5;	Ease	of	Use	4.5/5;	Safety	4.5/5;	Value	5/5	When	an	established	leader	in	pro-grade	cordless	hand	tools	enters	the	lawn	care	category,	shoppers	will	want	to	take	note.	The	DeWalt	battery	trimmer	packs	a	heavy-duty	brushless	motor	powered	by	a	60V	3	Ah	FlexVolt	lithium-ion	battery	that	lets	it	tear	through	all
kinds	of	tough	weeds	for	at	least	40	minutes	per	charge.	This	attachment-capable	trimmer	comes	equipped	with	a	straight	shaft	and	rapid-loading	adjustable	spool.	It	uses	0.080-inch	trimmer	line	to	cut	either	a	15-inch	or	17-inch	swath.	A	safety	switch	in	the	grip	prevents	accidental	starts.	To	adjust	the	trimmer	to	the	task	at	hand,	users	can	select
high	or	low	power	and	control	the	trimming	revolutions	per	minute	with	a	variable-speed	trigger.	The	universal	attachment	feature	lets	owners	replace	the	trimmer	attachment	with	a	variety	of	other	tool	heads,	including	an	edger,	hedge	trimmer,	pole	saw,	and	more.	The	DeWalt	battery	grass	cutter	was	one	of	the	heaviest	we	tested	but	also	the	most
powerful.	With	the	standard	0.080-inch	trimmer	line	that	came	prespooled,	this	tool	had	no	trouble	weed	wacking	grass,	thin	tree	seedlings,	and	even	tough	blackberry	canes.	In	low-power	mode,	it	offered	more	cutting	force	than	the	high-power	setting	of	most	others	we	tested.	To	be	honest,	high	power	was	too	much	for	many	of	our	applications,	so
we	also	tested	it	thoroughly	on	low-power	mode.	It	ran	about	40	minutes	on	high	and	about	60	on	low.	Other	than	its	heavy	weight,	the	only	negative	point	we	have	to	offer	is	the	noise.	The	trimmer	is	loud	in	general,	but	when	initially	triggering	or	feathering	the	trigger,	it	makes	an	even	louder	whine/whistle	sound.	Still,	considering	its	power	and
runtime,	its	a	very	impressive	tool	at	a	fair	price.	This	trimmer	is	a	good	choice	for	maintaining	large	properties	or	cleaning	up	overgrown	areas.	Get	the	DeWalt	battery	trimmer	at	Ace	Hardware	or	The	Home	Depot.	Photo:	Amazon	Excellent	price	considering	its	power	and	runtime	Wide-cutting	swath	and	enough	power	for	large	properties	Rapid
charging	system;	charges	in	under	40	minutes	Forward-heavy	design	detracts	from	lightweight	construction	Battery	type:	56V	2.5Ah	lithium-ion	Runtime:	56	minutes	Weight:	9.75	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	4.5/5;	Performance	4.5/5;	Ease	of	Use	5/5;	Safety	4/5;	Value	5/5	A	wide-cutting	swath,	extended	runtime,	and	powerful	trimming	ability	make
the	Echo	DSRM-2100	eForce	an	excellent	choice	for	large	yards.	Driven	by	a	brushless	motor,	the	straight-shaft	trimmer	is	powered	by	a	56V	2.5	Ah	lithium-ion	battery	that	provides	up	to	56	minutes	of	powerful	performance,	rivaling	traditional	2-cycle	trimmers.	It	cuts	a	16-inch-wide	swath	to	get	the	job	done	efficiently.	This	battery	trimmer	weighs
in	at	a	comfortable	9.75	pounds,	making	it	a	relatively	lightweight	choice	considering	its	robust	power.	It	features	battery-saving	power	settings	for	different	cutting	conditions,	a	variable-speed	trigger,	and	a	cushioned	handle	grip	for	comfort.	The	Speed-Feed	cutting	head	comes	preloaded	with	0.095-inch	trimmer	line	and	reloads	quickly	without
disassembly.	The	Echo	eForce	battery	trimmer	is	an	excellent	value	for	large-property	maintenance.	In	our	tests,	the	cutting	power	seemed	to	be	slightly	less	than	that	of	the	DeWalt	trimmer,	but	it	was	still	very	capable.	In	high-power	mode,	it	trimmed	for	about	40	minutes.	The	above-average	power	and	wide	swath	meant	that	in	40	minutes	with	the
Echo,	we	were	able	to	complete	work	that	other	trimmers	would	need	an	hour	to	accomplish.	The	noise	level	was	good,	and	reloading	was	fast	and	easy.	This	trimmer	could	have	scored	higher	with	improved	balance.	Although	it	is	a	lightweight	trimmer	overall,	the	majority	of	its	weight	is	concentrated	at	the	working	end.	The	heavy	cutting	head
forces	the	operator	to	compensate	by	lifting	upward	on	the	front	handle	and	pushing	downward	on	the	rear	handle	while	working.	We	tested	it	with	the	2.5	Ah	battery,	which	comes	standard.	Working	with	the	available	5	Ah	battery	(sold	separately)	would	rebalance	the	trimmer	to	some	degree	while	doubling	its	runtime	and	increasing	its	overall
weight.	Get	the	Echo	battery	trimmer	at	Amazon	or	The	Home	Depot.	Photo:	Amazon	Auto-loading	trimmer	head	reduces	downtime	while	working	Adjustable	telescoping	straight	shaft	provides	a	custom	fit	Excellent	power	and	runtime	considering	the	price	Heavy;	less	forward	weight	to	keep	head	down	Bulky	battery	makes	extended	use	tiring
Battery	type:	56V	2.5	Ah	lithium-ion	Runtime:	45	minutes	Weight:	10.3	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	5/5;	Performance	5/5;	Ease	of	Use	5/5;	Safety	4/5;	Value	5/5	Ego	Power+	has	made	a	name	for	itself	in	the	outdoor	power	equipment	category	by	building	an	affordable	line	of	battery-powered	tools	that	compete	favorably	against	old-fashioned	2-cycle
gas-powered	equipment.	This	15-inch	Ego	trimmer	proved	to	be	powerful,	clean,	and	quiet	in	testing.	The	56V	2.5	Ah	lithium-ion	battery	delivers	up	to	45	minutes	of	runtime,	with	a	recharging	time	of	just	50	minutes.	The	bump-feed	trimmer	head	comes	preloaded	with	0.095-inch	trimmer	line	for	more	cutting	force	and	less	noise.	The	unit	weighs	in
at	just	over	10	pounds,	and	taller	users	will	appreciate	the	straight	shaft	design.	In	our	tests,	the	Ego	battery-powered	weed	eater	showed	ample	power	to	cut	through	everything	in	its	path,	including	overgrown	grass,	privet	seedlings,	and	honeysuckle	vines.	With	the	heavy	battery	in	the	back	offset	by	the	long,	straight	shaft,	the	trimmers	well-
balanced	design	made	it	comfortable	to	work	with	and	more	maneuverable	than	others	we	tested.	Our	only	caveat:	for	seasonal	yard	cleanup	or	maintaining	larger	landscapes,	the	45-minute	maximum	runtime	may	not	be	quite	enough.Get	the	Ego	Power+	battery	trimmer	at	Amazon,	Lowes,	or	Ace	Hardware.	Photo:	Amazon	Battery	runs	longer	than
it	takes	to	charge	Includes	a	second	set	of	batteries	Sufficiently	powerful	performance	for	tough	trimming	jobs	Debris	guard	doesnt	offer	operator	full	protection	Bump	head	requires	hard	strikes	to	release	line	Battery	type:	18V	5Ah	lithium-ion	Runtime:	60	minutes	Weight:	10.4	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	5/5;	Performance	5/5;	Ease	of	Use	4.5/5;
Safety	4/5;	Value	4.5/5	The	Makita	string	trimmer	is	a	premium	option	well	suited	to	keeping	lawns	and	gardens	under	control.	It	can	handle	large	yards,	offering	enough	power	to	tackle	dense	weed	growth.	This	cordless	string	trimmer	comes	with	four	18V	5.0	Ah	batteries,	so	youre	not	likely	to	run	out	of	power.	Shoppers	can	purchase	this	model	as
a	kit	that	includes	a	dual	battery	charger	and	two	sets	of	batteries,	or	as	a	tool	only	for	those	who	already	have	items	from	the	Makita	18V	tool	platform.	With	a	long,	straight	shaft	and	high-power	cutting	head,	this	10.4-pound	trimmer	feels	like	a	pro-quality	tool.	It	was	well	balanced	and	precise	while	trimming	around	shrubs	and	between	obstacles.	It
had	plenty	of	power	to	cut	through	tough	vegetationthough	not	quite	as	much	as	a	brush	cutter.	In	our	tests,	it	made	nice	clean	cuts	and	crisp	edges	in	the	grassy	areas	and	tore	through	weedy	privet	seedlings	and	honeysuckle	vines	without	hesitation.	Its	an	excellent	candidate	to	replace	gas	equipment	for	medium	to	large	landscapes,	though	the
price	may	be	high	for	budget-minded	shoppers.	Get	the	Makita	battery	trimmer	at	Amazon	or	The	Home	Depot.	Photo:	Amazon	Dual-direction	trimmer	head	leaves	clippings	where	desired	Excellent	balance	for	comfortable	extended	use	and	less	fatigue	Among	the	quietest	of	the	trimmers	we	tested	We	found	the	number	of	controls	to	be	excessive	Not
adequate	for	heavy-duty	trimming	Battery	type:	40V	4Ah	lithium-ion	Runtime:	45	minutes	Weight:	10.1	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	4.5/5;	Performance	4/5;	Ease	of	Use	4/5;	Safety	5/5;	Value	4/5	One	limiting	factor	of	most	string	trimmers	is	the	cutting	heads	direction	of	rotation,	which	matters	more	than	one	might	think.	The	direction	of	rotation
determines	where	the	clippings	will	go	and,	in	some	situations,	how	the	user	should	grip	the	trimmer.	The	Husqvarna	320iL	offers	a	solution	thanks	to	its	dual-direction	cutting	head.	At	the	touch	of	a	button,	we	were	able	to	switch	from	clockwise	to	counterclockwise	rotation	and	back	without	changing	our	grip	on	the	handles.	This	straight-shaft
trimmer	is	powered	by	an	efficient	brushless	motor	and	40V	4.0	Ah	battery	that	provides	about	45	minutes	of	runtime	per	charge.	It	features	a	rapid-load	cutting	head	that	comes	prespooled	with	0.080-inch	trimmer	line	and	cuts	a	16-inch	swath.	Low-vibration	technology	improves	operator	comfort,	and	the	machine	weighs	in	at	just	over	10	pounds
with	the	battery.	The	Husqvarna	320iL	ranked	near	the	top	of	the	test	group	in	terms	of	user	comfort	and	quiet	operation,	but	its	power	was	somewhat	underwhelming	after	the	big	showing	from	the	DeWalt	trimmer.	We	were	super	impressed	with	the	dual-direction	feature.	It	allowed	us	to	use	the	trimmer	right-	or	left-handed,	and	we	were	able	to
trim	curb	lines	safely	from	either	direction	without	standing	in	the	street.	In	high-power	mode,	the	trimmer	performed	lawn-trimming	duties	superbly,	but	in	heavy	weeds	and	natural	areas,	it	could	not	keep	up	with	the	more	powerful	trimmers.	Barring	those	who	plan	on	truly	getting	into	the	weeds,	so	to	speak,	this	trimmer	is	a	fantastic	choice	for
most	people.	Its	balance	is	impeccable.	And	for	quiet	operation,	this	one	takes	the	gold	medal.	The	only	real	question	regarding	comfort	and	control	was,	why	so	many	buttons?	Its	four	thumb-operated	buttons	control	on/off,	high/low	power,	clockwise	rotation,	and	counterclockwise	rotation.	Get	the	Husqvarna	battery	trimmer	at	Amazon,	Lowes,	or
Northern	Tool	+	Equipment.	Our	Ratings:	Power	5/5;	Performance	4.5/5;	Ease	of	Use	4.5/5;	Safety	4/5;	Value	4/5	Photo:	The	Home	Depot	Makes	very	crisp,	clean	cuts	on	lawn	grass	Well-balanced	and	ergonomic	design	minimizes	user	fatigue	Compatible	with	Ryobis	Expand-It	line	of	attachments	Lackluster	performance	cutting	through	tough	vines
and	weeds	Battery	type:	40V	4.0	Ah	lithium-ion	Runtime:	45	minutes	Weight:	11.8	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	4.5/5;	Performance	5/5;	Ease	of	Use	4/5;	Safety	5/5;	Value	5/5	Ryobi,	a	flagship	brand	from	The	Home	Depot,	is	making	a	big	splash	in	the	lawn	and	garden	tool	industry.	Its	new	16-inch	string	trimmer	stood	out	in	our	tests	due	to	its
ergonomic	design	and	its	knack	for	making	ultraclean	cuts	on	grass.	This	Ryobi	cordless	weed	eater	weighs	11.1	pounds	and	is	so	well	balanced	that	we	didnt	experience	any	arm	and	shoulder	fatigue,	even	after	wed	used	it	for	nearly	half	an	hour.	We	tested	it	by	trimming	lawn	grass	and	clearing	weedy,	viny	spots.	It	excelled	on	grass	but	took	a	few
passes	to	clear	some	of	the	heavier	weeds.	The	bump-feed	function	on	the	trimmer	is	well	designed,	and	it	took	only	a	gentle	bump	to	feed	out	more	line.	The	battery	fully	charged	in	about	1.5	hours,	and	it	ran	for	more	than	45	minutes,	which	is	long	enough	to	trim	unruly	grasses	and	weeds	in	most	yards.	The	Ryobi	string	trimmer	is	an	integral	part
of	Ryobis	Expand-It	line	of	power	garden	and	landscape	tools.	Ryobi	has	an	attachment	for	virtually	every	outdoor	needsuch	as	a	hedge	trimmer,	rubber	broom,	pole	saw,	blower,	and	a	mini	cultivatorand	all	attach	to	the	string	trimmer	handle,	making	this	one	of	the	most	versatile	trimmers	around.	Get	the	Ryobi	battery	trimmer	at	The	Home	Depot.
Photo:	Tractor	Supply	Co.	Powerful,	ergonomic,	and	runs	for	a	long	time	Generous	17-inch	cutting	swath	Well-balanced	trimmer;	easy	to	maneuver	Wide	swath	may	be	cumbersome	in	narrow	spaces	Battery	type:	60V	4.0Ah	lithium-ion	Runtime:	60	minutes	Weight:	12	pounds	Our	Ratings:	Power	5/5;	Performance	4.5/5;	Ease	of	Use	4/5;	Safety	5/5;
Value	4.5/5	Greenworks	is	a	relative	newcomer	to	the	power	tool	industry,	but	the	brand	has	firmly	established	itself	by	manufacturing	some	of	the	best-performing	battery-operated	tools	in	recent	years.	The	Greenworks	60V	string	trimmer	is	no	exceptionit	is	powerful	and	ergonomic,	and	it	boasts	a	hefty	runtime	of	up	to	60	minutes	on	a	single
battery	charge.	Charging	the	battery	takes	less	than	1.5	hours.	Offering	comparable	power	to	a	gas	string	trimmer,	this	model	features	a	generous	17-inch	swath,	making	it	well	suited	to	quickly	clearing	large,	open	areas	of	weeds	and	overgrowth.	In	our	tests,	it	cut	lawn	grass	quickly,	leaving	a	clean	line.	It	also	excelled	in	clearing	out	weeds	and
vines,	which	are	normally	fodder	for	a	brush	cutter.	However,	its	wide	swath	can	present	a	bit	of	a	downside	if	youre	trying	to	clear	away	weeds	between	close-set	trees	or	other	items.	We	found	ourselves	needing	to	hold	the	cutting	head	at	an	odd	angle	to	trim	weeds	between	a	tree	trunk	and	a	fence	post.	The	Greenworks	string	trimmer	weighs	12
pounds,	but	it	is	well	balanced	and	easy	to	maneuver	in	open	areas.	Its	strong	carbon-fiber	shaft	doesnt	add	extra	weight	to	the	tool.	We	did	find	ourselves	having	to	bump	it	two	or	three	times	to	feed	out	more	line,	but	that	might	have	been	our	fault	for	not	bumping	it	firmly	enough	at	first.	Toward	the	end	of	our	testing,	we	started	giving	the	head	a
firmer	bump,	and	that	seemed	to	solve	the	problem.	This	trimmer	is	an	excellent	option	for	anyone	who	needs	to	clear	large	areas	of	weeds	since	its	wide	swath	and	powerful	motor	reduce	work	time.	However,	it	may	not	be	the	best	option	for	those	who	have	many	small	details	in	the	landscape	that	require	a	smaller	trimmer.	Get	the	Greenworks
battery	trimmer	at	Tractor	Supply	Co.	or	Greenworks.	Photo:	Glenda	Taylor	for	Bob	Vila	We	were	picky	when	selecting	the	battery-powered	weed	eaters	for	testing.	We	considered	the	brand;	after	all,	Makita	and	DeWalt	are	well-respected	players	in	the	power	tool	industry.	Still,	we	didnt	automatically	eliminate	up-and-comers	like	Greenworks	and
Ryobi,	who	are	making	exciting	waves	in	battery-powered	technology.	We	took	brand	reputation,	user	reviews,	and	our	own	experience	with	similar	tools	to	select	the	products	we	wanted	to	test.	Before	testing,	we	assembled	the	weed	trimmers	and	charged	the	batteries.	Most	arrived	with	batteries	that	were	about	25	percent	charged	right	out	of	the
box,	but	a	full	charge	allowed	us	to	gauge	runtime	at	full	power.	Although	some	of	the	trimmers	offer	reduced	power	settings	that	extend	runtime,	we	found	the	lower	settings	also	reduced	performance	on	coarse	weeds,	so	we	ran	them	at	full	power	for	testing.	We	put	each	tool	through	its	paces	in	several	real-yard	scenarios,	such	as	trimming	clean
lawn	grass,	weedy	grass,	and	natural	areas	replete	with	coarse,	weedy	seedlings	and	vines.	To	earn	a	spot	in	our	lineup,	the	lightweight	20-volt	(V)	trimmers	we	tested	had	to	deliver	a	crisp	cut	in	both	clean	and	weedy	grass	sections.	In	addition	to	trimming	the	grass	zones,	we	used	the	36V,	56V,	and	80V	models	to	cut	through	woody,	viny	growth	in
natural	areas.	We	also	noted	battery	runtime,	maneuverability,	and	operator	comfort.	We	scored	each	model	using	a	rubric	to	help	determine	the	best	battery	trimmer	by	category.	Products	tested:	10	Hours	spent	testing:	20+	Tests	performed:	4	Price	range:	$95	to	$600	When	shopping	for	string	trimmers	(also	known	as	weed	eaters),	consider	the
yard	size,	how	often	the	tool	will	be	used,	and	the	height	and	strength	of	the	primary	user.	The	following	key	considerations	may	help	you	further	understand	what	qualities	youll	want	to	look	for	while	searching	for	the	best	battery	trimmer	for	your	needs.	A	reliable	string	trimmer	is	an	investment	that	can	enhance	your	homes	curb	appeal.	These	yard
care	tools	power	a	cutting	head	loaded	with	nylon	string	(instead	of	a	fixed	blade)	to	cleanly	trim	the	grass	at	the	edge	of	a	lawn	or	mow	down	weedy	areas.	Though	gas	and	electric	models	once	dominated,	new-and-improved	battery	trimmers	dont	require	mixing	fuel	or	storing	gasoline	like	gas	string	trimmers	do,	nor	are	they	limited	by	the	length	of
an	extension	cord,	like	corded	electric	string	trimmers	are.	Also	called	swath	width,	trim	width	indicates	how	wide	a	path	the	tool	will	cut	through	weeds	in	a	single	pass.	Many	cordless	lawn	trimmers	on	the	market	today	feature	swath	widths	of	10	to	18	inches.	The	wider	the	width,	the	more	power	the	trimmer	needs,	which	often	means	the	tool	will
be	heavier	due	to	the	larger,	higher-capacity	battery.	Running	a	string	trimmer	requires	a	hefty	dose	of	power.	Though	most	of	todays	trimmers	run	on	rechargeable	lithium-ion	batteries,	a	few	accept	nickel-cadmium	(NiCd)	batteries.	Lithium-ion	batteries	are	more	powerful,	but	NiCd	batteries	are	less	expensive	(an	average	of	$70	to	$125	less).
Lithium-ion	batteries	also	are	smaller,	hold	a	charge	longer,	and	provide	full	power	throughout	the	discharge	cycle.	NiCd	batteries	suffer	from	memory	effect,	meaning	if	the	battery	is	used	before	it	has	fully	chargedor	if	its	recharged	before	its	power	depletesit	will	remember	the	earlier	charge	level	and	wont	hold	a	longer	charge	in	the	future.	If	you
opt	for	a	trimmer	with	an	NiCd	battery,	let	it	charge	fully	before	use	and	drain	completely	before	charging.	For	most	users,	a	string	trimmer	with	a	lithium-ion	battery	will	be	the	best	choice.	Along	with	battery	type,	consider	how	much	operating	power	the	battery	has,	which	is	measured	in	volts.	Todays	rechargeable	string	trimmer	batteries	range
from	18V	to	80V	of	power.	More	powerful	batteries	at	the	high	end	often	are	intended	for	commercial	use	and	can	cost	$200	or	more	per	battery.	Some	string	trimmers	in	this	category	are	sold	without	a	battery	(or	battery	charger),	so	the	user	must	purchase	one	separately.	Counterintuitively,	this	configuration	could	save	you	moneyif	you	already
own	a	cordless	tool	from	the	same	brand,	that	tools	battery	may	be	compatible	with	the	string	trimmer,	so	you	wont	have	to	pay	extra	for	a	battery	you	dont	need.	However,	purchasing	a	kit	with	multiple	batteries	can	be	convenient,	ensuring	youll	always	have	a	backup	battery	on	hand.	A	string	trimmers	feed	type	determines	how	the	trimmer	head
will	release	additional	trimmer	line	as	the	existing	line	becomes	frayed	and	broken	during	use.	The	standard	is	a	bump	feed,	in	which	the	user	bumps	the	bottom	of	the	trimmer	(the	area	where	the	spool	attaches)	on	the	ground	to	release	a	few	inches	of	fresh	weed	eater	line.	Some	newer	models	feature	an	auto-feed	sensor	that	gauges	the	length	of
the	strings	and	releases	more	when	needed.	Others	have	a	push	button	to	release	more	line.	Auto-	and	button-feeds	eliminate	the	need	to	bump	the	spool,	which	can	reduce	the	risk	of	damage	if	bumped	too	hard,	but	many	commercial-type	trimmers	still	use	bump	feed	because	its	quick	and	easy.	Some	grass	and	edge	trimmers	feature	a	straight	shaft
that	runs	from	the	handle	to	the	cutting	head,	while	others	feature	a	distinct	curve	in	the	lower	shaft	about	two-thirds	of	the	way	down.	Some	users	find	curved-shaft	trimmers	to	be	easier	to	operate	since	the	spool	end	already	rests	at	a	handy	angle	for	weed-wacking.	Straight-shaft	trimmers	may	accommodate	interchangeable	tools,	such	as	a	tree
trimmer	head,	which	can	be	swapped	out	depending	on	the	task	at	hand.	Straight-shaft	trimmers	generally	work	better	for	users	who	are	at	least	6	feet	tall,	while	shorter	users	will	likely	appreciate	curved-shaft	trimmers.	Battery-powered	trimmers	have	a	distinct	advantage	over	gas-powered	weed	trimmers	when	it	comes	to	noise	pollution.	Gas-
powered	trimmers	are	moderately	loud,	emitting	an	average	of	90	decibels	(about	as	loud	as	a	motorcycle	passing	by	from	25	feet	away).	By	contrast,	a	cordless	string	trimmer	emits	approximately	77	decibels,	which	is	comparable	to	the	sound	of	lively	conversation.	Those	still	unsure	how	to	use	a	battery	string	trimmer	may	find	the	following	answers
to	common	questions	about	these	tools	helpful.	Q.	Can	a	string	trimmer	cut	weeds?	Yes,	cordless	electric	grass	trimmers	can	help	you	cut	and	control	weed	growth	around	the	home	and	garden.	However,	light-duty	trimmers	may	struggle	with	very	dense	weed	growth.	Q.	Can	you	use	a	string	trimmer	to	cut	grass?	A	string	trimmer	can	be	used	to	cut
grass,	but	you	need	to	be	careful	not	to	cut	the	grass	too	short	while	trying	to	balance	the	trimmer.	It	isnt	the	easiest	way	to	cut	the	grass,	but	it	is	possible.	Q.	Can	you	edge	with	a	string	trimmer?	Yes,	a	string	trimmer	can	be	used	to	edge	the	garden,	driveway,	walkway,	or	sidewalk.	However,	if	you	have	a	large	yard,	investing	in	a	separate	edging
tool	may	be	better.	Q.	How	many	volts	should	be	in	a	trimmer?	String	trimmer	batteries	average	from	18V	up	to	60V.	Typically,	the	higher	the	voltage,	the	longer	the	battery	life.	Q.	How	do	you	edge	a	lawn	with	a	string	trimmer?	Hold	the	string	trimmer	perpendicular	to	the	lawn	to	keep	the	cut	even.	Position	the	head	about	4	inches	off	the	soil	so	the
string	has	space	to	rotate.	The	string	should	rotate	and	cut	through	the	grass	and	dirt.	As	you	move	along	the	desired	borders,	keep	the	head	balanced	and	even.	Clean	up	the	cut	grass	and	dirt	to	finish	the	job.	Q.	Are	corded	trimmers	more	powerful	than	cordless?	At	the	entry	price	point,	corded	string	trimmers	are	more	powerful	than	cordless.
However,	efficient	brushless	motors	and	sophisticated	battery	technology	give	premium	battery-powered	string	trimmers	a	significant	power	advantage	over	their	plug-in	counterparts.	Mark	Wolfe	is	a	writer	and	product	tester	with	a	background	in	the	nursery	and	landscaping	industry.	For	more	than	20	years	he	mowed,	edged,	planted,	pruned,
cultivated,	irrigated,	and	renovated	beautiful	landscapes.	Now	he	tests	and	writes	reviews	about	the	latest	outdoor	power	equipment,	hand	tools,	lawn	care	products,	and	other	outdoor-living	goods.	Glenda	Taylor	is	a	product	tester	and	writer	specializing	in	the	construction,	remodeling,	and	real	estate	industries.	She	and	her	husband	own	a	general
contracting	company,	and	Taylor	is	experienced	in	residential	and	commercial	building	applications.	She	tests	a	wide	range	of	power	tools	and	other	home	improvement,	household,	and	lawn-and-garden	products.	Well	help	you	set	up	your	first	gardenwhether	thats	a	few	pots	on	your	patio,	a	raised	bed,	or	an	in-ground	plot	out	backand	select	the
right	plants	for	your	soil	and	region.	DIY	Landscaping	Lawn	&	Garden	Lawn	Care	&	Gardening	In	our	testing,	battery	and	gas	string	trimmers	earn	similar	scores.	But	battery	string	trimmers	have	a	narrow	edge	over	gas-powered	ones	because	the	top-rated	battery	models	outperform	the	best	gas	models.	Still,	in	almost	every	case,	it	depends	on	your
preferences	and	use	case.	Its	easy	to	find	a	gas	string	trimmer	that	matches	or	beats	the	performance	of	battery	models.Battery	string	trimmers,	like	all	battery	outdoor	tools,	perform	better	now	than	they	ever	have	in	the	past.	Theyre	also	better	for	the	planet	and	better	for	your	ears,	and	over	time	theyre	probably	better	for	your	wallet,	too,	when
you	factor	in	gas	string	trimmers	lifetime	cost	of	gas	and,	in	some	cases,	oil.Battery-powered	models	also	have	an	inherent	advantage	gas	doesnt:	the	interchangeability	of	the	battery.	Brands	that	make	battery	string	trimmers	know	youll	likely	want	to	use	that	same	battery	in	another	tool,	such	as	a	lawn	mower	or	leaf	blower.	And	in	most	cases,	you
can.	If	you	buy	a	battery	outdoor	tool,	make	sure	to	buy	into	the	platform,	not	just	the	one	toolcheck	to	find	out	whether	the	brand	you	buy	also	offers	other	outdoor	tools	with	high	scores	in	our	ratings.	The	advantage	here	is	twofold.	If	you	amass	enough	tools	from	the	same	brand	over	time,	you	can	buy	some	of	them	without	batteries	and	simply	use
the	same	batteries	for	multiple	tools	and	keep	one	charging	at	all	times.	And	with	a	charged	battery	on	hand,	youll	never	run	out	of	juice.As	it	stands,	a	gas	string	trimmers	single	biggest	advantage	is	that	you	can	keep	cutting	as	long	as	you	need,	provided	you	keep	adding	gas.	But	a	backup	battery	solves	the	same	problem	for	a	battery	trimmer.	The
cutting	times	you	can	expect	from	a	battery	string	trimmer	range	from	a	lackluster	15	minutes	up	to	45	minutes	on	a	single	charge.	So	if	youre	buying	only	a	battery	string	trimmer	to	start,	make	sure	to	choose	a	model	with	a	run	time	long	enough	to	tackle	your	entire	yard	on	a	single	charge.Gas	makes	sense	if	youre	not	ready	to	buy	into	a	battery
tool	platform	and	you	have	a	big	yard	you	want	to	knock	out	in	a	single	session,	without	waiting	for	a	battery	to	charge.Use	our	string	trimmer	ratings,	along	with	the	top-performing	models	below,	to	find	the	tool	thats	best	for	you.	Does	a	trimmers	spin	direction	matter?Spin	direction	simply	describes	which	way	the	head	and	the	trim	line	turns	as
viewed	from	the	position	of	the	user.	It	does	impact	the	trimmers	performance,	but	probably	not	enough	to	affect	your	purchase	decision.Trimmers	spin	either	clockwise	(CW)	or	counterclockwise	(CCW).	No	matter	what	way	your	trimmer	turns,	grass	is	going	to	be	flying.	A	clockwise	rotation	will	kick	most	of	your	debris	to	the	right	while
counterclockwise	will	kick	most	of	your	debris	to	the	left.	This	is	why	CW	trimmers	have	their	guards	mostly	on	the	right,	while	CCW	have	their	guards	favoring	the	left	side.Depending	on	which	way	you	move	along	an	obstacle,	the	type	of	rotation	will	determine	how	much	the	clippings	fly	toward	or	away	from	your	home.	Some	people	prefer	to	walk
backwards	when	needed,	others	prefer	to	simply	switch	the	trimmer	to	their	non-dominant	hand	and	adjust	the	angle	of	attack.For	professional	landscapers	trying	to	get	through	a	number	of	large	jobs	before	a	storm	hits,	that	incremental	difference	between	CW	or	CCW	can	make	a	difference.	But	for	most	homeowners,	the	added	time	probably	wont
make	enough	of	a	difference	to	worry	about	spin	direction.How	much	power	do	I	need?This	really	depends	on	what	youre	trimming.	If	youre	tackling	dense,	overgrown	weeds	and	brush,	youll	save	a	lot	of	time	by	opting	for	a	gas	trimmer.But	if	youre	touching	up	typical	lawn	grass,	a	20V	battery	is	plenty	of	power.	For	moving	quickly	through	thicker
weeds,	look	for	a	battery	in	the	30-	to	40-volt	range.	If	you	want	power	approaching	gas,	look	for	trimmers	with	a	60V	battery.When	trimming	large	lawns,	the	key	factor	isnt	power,	but	runtime.	Look	for	batteries	with	higher	amp	hour	(Ah)	ratings.	Doubling	the	amp	hours	essentially	doubles	the	runtime	on	a	single	charge.How	do	I	replace	the
trimmer	line?This	varies	from	model	to	model,	but	the	basics	are	the	same	on	all	trimmers.Inside	the	trimmer	headthe	part	that	spins	aroundtheres	a	spool	which	holds	the	string	and	feeds	it	out	during	use.	When	your	spool	is	empty,	you	can	either	manually	wind	new	string	onto	it	or	buy	a	replacement	spool	with	pre-wound	string.Rewinding	isnt
complicated,	but	it	definitely	takes	a	couple	of	tries	to	get	the	hang	of	it.	If	you	only	occasionally	use	the	trimmer,	itll	be	more	convenient	to	buy	replacement	spools	rather	than	re-learn	how	to	load	the	string.	If	you	use	the	trimmer	often,	youll	save	money	by	buying	bulk	replacement	string,	and	youll	have	the	muscle	memory	to	reload	quickly.A	weed
eater	allows	you	to	cut	the	areas	around	stationary	objects	in	your	yard	and	trim	grass	where	your	lawn	mower	cant	reach.	But	you	can	also	use	it	to	edge,	cutting	a	straight	line	in	the	grass	where	your	yard	meets	mulch	beds,	roads,	and	sidewalks.	Overall,	you	can	expect	to	spend	anywhere	from	$100-$225	for	a	high-quality	weed	eater,	but	the	price
can	change	depending	on	the	make	and	model,	as	well	as	the	power	level	of	the	device,	and	what	features	are	included.	To	help	you	find	the	best	weed	eater	for	your	needs,	we	reviewed	over	50	of	the	top	weed	eaters	on	the	market	and	analyzed	over	300	customer	reviews.	Our	top	choice	overall	is	the	CRAFTSMAN	V20	String	Trimmer	/	Edger,	which
has	a	quiet	operation	with	multiple	speed	settings	and	a	push	feed-button	system.	Read	our	guide	below	for	more	information	about	selecting	the	best	weed	eater.	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing
does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	Product	Voltage/Engine	Line	System	Cutting	Diameter	Weight	Warranty	CRAFTSMAN	V20	String	Trimmer	/	EdgerCheck	Price20-volt	batteryPush	button	feed	system13	inches11	pounds3-year	limited	warranty	BLACK+DECKER	Cordless	Sweeper	&	String	Trimmer	Combo	KitCheck
Price40	volt	batteryAutomatic	feed	spoolNot	listed11	pounds2-year	limited	warranty	Greenworks	Brushless	Cordless	String	TrimmerCheck	Price24-volt	batteryTap	N	Go13	inches10	pounds4-year	limited	warranty	WORX	Cordless	String	Trimmer	&	EdgerCheck	PriceTwo	20-volt	batteriesCommand	feed	spool	system12	inches6	pounds3-year	limited
warranty	Ryobi	P2008A	Cordless	String	Trimmer/EdgerCheck	Price18-volt	batteryAutomatic	feed	spool13	inches6	pounds3-year	limited	warranty	SKIL	PWR	CORE	15	String	TrimmerCheck	Price40-volt	batteryTap	N	Go15	inches13	pounds5-year	limited	EGO	ST1511T	Cordless	String	Trimmer	KitCheck	Price50-volt	batteryPush	button	feed	system15
inches10.3	pounds5-year	limited	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	Reviewers	we	found	were	satisfied	with	the	ergonomics	of	this
weed	eater,	complimenting	the	user-friendly	adjustable	shaft	and	handle.	Though	some	reviewers	thought	the	push-button	feed	system	was	unhelpful,	others	preferred	it	to	other	models	Tap	N	Go	system.	Despite	being	battery-powered,	one	customer	stated	the	weed	eater	lasted	long	enough	to	trim	their	almost	three-acre	yard.	I	had	a	lot	of	trimming
and	edging	to	do	and	some	of	the	undergrowth	had	become	very	tall	and	thick.	The	automatic	feed	worked	perfectly	and	the	trimmer	is	lighter	than	my	old	trimmer.	The	low	setting	went	through	the	regular	grass	with	ease.	The	high	setting	cut	through	the	thicker	growth	very	easily	and	quickly.	I	highly	recommend	this	product.	JD	via	AmazonThe
trigger,	while	easy	to	engage,	has	a	short	contact	point.	Keeping	the	trigger	engaged	requires	a	stronger	grip	which	causes	hand	fatigue.	I	have	to	keep	switching	hands	to	avoid	cramping.	I	have	used	it	briefly	twice	and	found	the	auto-line	function	was	frequently	putting	out	too	much	line.	Perhaps	the	motor	stopping	and	restarting	often	because	the
trigger	issue	might	have	something	to	do	with	it.	Dan	K.	via	Amazon	Our	team	finds	that	this	trimmer	is	a	good	choice	if	you	want	something	portable	and	user-friendly.	You	can	focus	on	your	yards	basic	maintenance	without	the	hassle	of	maintaining	an	engine	or	mixing	oil	and	gasoline.	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from
which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	Many	reviewers	commented	on	the	batterys	longevity.	Reviewers	we	found	also	praised	the	weed	eaters	balanced	weight	and	telescoping	handle	that	adjusts	to
the	users	height.	While	the	weed	eaters	pole	is	adjustable,	some	customers	had	difficulty	turning	the	pole,	and	others	commented	on	the	poles	inability	to	absorb	vibration.	The	trimmer	edger	is	very	easy	to	use.	It	is	lightweight,	and	the	battery	1	battery	has	enough	power	to	trim	all	around	my	house.	With	both	batteries,	I	can	trim	and	blow	off	my
sidewalks	and	driveway	with	power	to	spare.	It	is	a	great	trimmer.	Harriet	via	AmazonYou	will	not	be	able	to	cut	your	entire	yard	with	the	included	(2)	20v	batteries.	It	takes	a	long	time	to	recharge	the	batteries,	so	you	will	need	to	manage	your	time	properly,	or	it	will	take	a	couple	of	days	to	cut	the	entire	yard.	The	cutting	length	(diameter)	of	the
circular	cut	is	small,	so	it	takes	longer	to	cut	than	my	corded	weed	wacker.	Island	Style	via	Amazon	While	Amazon	customers	suggest	this	trimmers	battery	life	is	better	than	most	other	battery-operated	products,	it	is	best	suited	for	small	jobs.	Since	only	one	battery	is	included,	its	important	to	finish	the	job	on	one	charge.	We	think	that	features	such
as	the	automatic	feed	spool	system	and	quiet	design	make	small	jobs	more	manageable.	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	We	noted
that	customers	who	were	impressed	with	this	trimmer	liked	how	lightweight	and	easy	to	use	it	was.	Others	were	impressed	with	its	easy	assembly	and	versatile	design	that	worked	well	as	both	a	trimmer	and	an	edger.	On	the	other	hand,	we	did	notice	some	customers	say	that	this	products	battery	sometimes	did	not	work	properly,	and	others	said	it
lacked	power	to	deal	with	difficult	grass.	This	is	a	great	product	for	anyone	who	struggles	with	a	gas	powered	weed	eater.	It	starts	up	every	time	without	struggle.	The	battery	lasts	about	2	hours.	Its	light	weight	and	still	cuts	down	weeds.	My	arms	dont	get	nearly	as	tired	as	they	would	with	a	gas	powered	weed	eater.	Sara	Carey	via	Amazon	For
country	life,	this	doesnt	hold	up	too	well.	It	doesnt	cut	through	the	heavier	weeds	with	ease	like	we	were	hoping.	This	is	good	for	keeping	the	area	around	my	gardens	clean	and	around	the	house.	that	is	regularly	maintained.	but	for	heavier	work	we	need	something	else.Battery	usage	is	good.	Comfortable	to	handle	and	carry	but	just	not	enough	umph
for	all	the	work	we	were	hoping	to	use	this	for.	My	Two	Cents	via	Amazon	We	think	this	corded	weed	eater	is	a	good	choice	if	you	have	a	small	yard	and	are	looking	for	a	lightweight,	straightforward	trimmer	and	edger.	Its	battery-operated	design	improves	its	ease	of	use,	but	its	overall	lack	of	power	means	it	may	not	be	the	right	fit	if	youre	dealing
with	a	larger	area	or	thick,	difficult-to-cut	grass	or	weeds.	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	Amazon	reviewers	agreed	that	this
lightweight	mower	is	suitable	for	small,	simple	jobs.	One	reviewer	we	found	cited	the	ease	of	the	command	feed	system	for	distributing	the	line.	Reviewers	had	varying	responses	on	the	trimmers	battery	life.	Some	said	they	could	trim	for	up	to	30	minutes	on	one	charged	battery,	whereas	others	said	they	could	trim	for	only	15	minutes.	Ive	been
searching	and	reviewing	weed	eaters	for	months	and	settled	on	this	one.	It	was	a	great	decision.	The	price	is	reasonable	and	affordable,	has	great	cutting	power,	you	get	two	batteries,	but	I	did	my	yard	only	needing	one,	cuts	through	thick	grass,	lightweight	and	easy	to	use.	This	is	the	weed	eater	you	want!!	Christine	via	AmazonThis	is	a	good	little
trimmer	for	incidental	trimming,	but	its	underpowered.	My	previous	trimmers	were	AC-powered	and	much,	much	stronger.	Maybe	I	was	expecting	too	much	out	of	this	little	trimmer,	but	it	still	does	the	job.	It	tends	to	stall	easily,	so	you	need	to	take	your	time	with	it.	Dont	buy	it	for	large,	heavy	duty	trimming	projects	because	you	will	be	disappointed.
Biff	via	Amazon	This	is	a	suitable	weed	whacker	for	individuals	who	have	difficulty	managing	heavier	gas	trimmers	or	have	a	smaller	yard	that	doesnt	require	a	weed	eater	to	last	over	an	hour.	We	think	this	is	an	affordable	trimmer	for	tackling	small	yard	work	without	requiring	users	to	have	the	technical	skills	of	feeding	in	a	new	line	or	mixing	oil	and
gas.	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	We	found	that	customers	who	gave	this	weed	eater	a	positive	review	generally	liked	that	it
was	lightweight	and	had	a	long-lasting	battery.	Others	were	pleased	that	it	came	with	variable	speed	control,	which	helped	it	last	longer	before	running	out	of	battery.	However,	some	others	found	that	this	product	lacked	the	power	to	cut	through	thick	grass,	and	others	found	that	it	lacked	balance.	This	unit	very	easily	maneuvers	the	head	from	a
weed	whacker	position	to	an	edging	position,	and	it	has	a	wheel	to	rest	it	on	while	edging	that	is	great	for	helping	to	keep	the	line	straight	and	the	right	distance.	I	have	tough	Florida	grass,	and	this	does	a	good	job	cutting	through	it.	A	really	cool	feature	is	the	self-adjusting	line.	Just	let	go	of	the	trigger,	and	it	adjusts	without	wasting	line	by
overfeeding	it	or	having	to	continue	to	bounce	it	off	the	ground	to	get	the	line	to	feed.	Amazon	Customer	via	AmazonThe	Ryobi	18v	trimmer,	unfortunately,	falls	short	when	it	comes	to	tackling	thicker	grass.	It	lacks	the	necessary	power	to	efficiently	cut	through	dense	vegetation,	often	requiring	multiple	passes	to	get	the	job	done.	However,	its	worth
noting	that	this	trimmer	works	acceptably	well	when	dealing	with	thinner	grass.	Its	affordability	and	compatibility	with	my	existing	18v	batteries	made	it	a	convenient	choice	for	quick	testing.	james	g	via	Amazon	Our	team	finds	that	this	string	trimmer	is	a	great	choice	for	customers	looking	for	a	lightweight	string	trimmer	thats	perfect	for	tackling
overgrown	grass	and	weeds	in	standard-sized	lawns.	Ad	Disclaimer	The	listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	Our	team	found	that	customers	who	liked
this	product	said	that	it	was	easy	to	use	and	had	a	lightweight	design.	Others	were	impressed	with	its	ability	to	trim	through	thick	weeds.	However,	some	customers	did	find	loading	the	bump	line	feed	to	be	difficult,	and	others	complained	that	the	battery	ran	out	quickly.	What	a	joy	to	use	this	trimmer.	Press	the	trigger	and	go.	No	more	mix	to	fuss
with,	no	more	yanking	your	arm	into	oblivion.	This	tool	is	very	balanced	and	easy	to	use.	Need	more	string,	just	tap	and	go.	The	battery	is	a	fast	charge,	and	I	have	never	run	the	battery	out	before	finishing	my	yard.	No	more	head-banging	noise	pollution.Tom	via	AmazonThe	power	this	trimmer	delivers	is	excellent.	The	battery	life	is	excellent!	I	have
yet	to	run	out	of	battery.	It	is	not	lightweight,	but	I	have	gotten	used	to	it	and	can	manage	to	get	our	property	trimmed	without	my	arms	giving	out.	My	issue	with	this	trimmer	in	the	bump	line	feed.	I	have	yet	to	get	through	my	trimming	without	having	an	issue	with	the	line.	One	side	of	the	line	will	be	okay,	but	the	other	side	of	the	line	has	retreated
into	the	head.	Which	means	I	have	to	stop	and	redo	the	entire	line.	Christine	Sharp	via	Amazon	Our	team	found	that	this	weed	eater	is	an	ideal	choice	for	those	who	prefer	an	electric	trimmer	that	charges	quickly.	It	has	plenty	of	power	and	a	large	cutting	width,	as	well	as	a	lightweight	design	thats	easy	for	anyone	to	maneuver.	Ad	Disclaimer	The
listings	that	appear	are	from	companies	from	which	this	website	receives	compensation,	which	may	impact	how,	where	and	in	what	order	products	appear.	This	listing	does	not	include	all	companies	or	all	available	offers	and	products.	Customers	who	were	impressed	with	this	product	raved	about	its	power	level	and	durable	design.	Others	were
impressed	with	its	automatic	string	loader.	However,	there	were	some	reviewers	who	felt	this	string	trimmer	was	too	heavy	for	some	to	operate	and	others	had	issues	with	it	taking	a	long	time	to	charge.	Its	a	little	on	the	heavy	side,	but	is	well	balanced,	even	with	the	heavy	4Ah	battery.	I	have	a	pretty	large	yard,	and	have	used	it	over	a	couple	of	days
and	still	have	not	had	to	recharge	the	battery	yet.	Tapping	the	head	on	the	ground	to	advance	the	trimmer	line	works	extremely	well.	I	dont	have	to	pound	it	on	the	ground,	just	a	light	tap	on	the	ground	works	great.	The	automated/powered	line	loading	is	a	fantastic	feature.	I	am	amazed	at	the	power	of	this	trimmer,	and	it	is	easy	to	control	the	speed
with	the	trigger.	Kenny	M.	via	AmazonOverall,	my	experience	with	the	Ego	trimmer	has	been	positive,	but	theres	a	significant	discrepancy	between	the	advertised	and	actual	runtime.	The	trimmer	itself	performs	admirably,	but	the	claim	of	up	to	45	minutes	of	runtime	falls	short	in	practice.	On	average,	Im	only	getting	about	15	minutes	of	use	before
needing	to	recharge.	jaebee	via	Amazon	We	recommend	this	weed	eater	for	those	who	want	maximum	convenience	and	comfort	when	tackling	weeds	in	your	lawn.	Its	adjustable	height	is	a	huge	plus	for	shorter	people	who	may	find	longer	string	trimmers	awkward	to	handle,	and	it	has	an	easy-load	technology	thats	suited	for	beginners.	While	weed
eaters	generally	all	perform	the	same	tasks,	finding	the	right	model	for	you	depends	on	a	variety	of	factors.	Before	choosing	a	new	weed	eater,	its	important	to	consider	things	such	as	the	type	of	weed	eater	you	prefer,	how	your	weeds	grow,	the	fuel	source	of	the	device,	the	size	and	ergonomics,	and	how	often	you	will	be	using	it.	Read	our	buying
guide	below	to	learn	more	about	the	most	important	factors	to	consider	when	purchasing	a	weed	eater.	Before	deciding	on	a	weed	eater,	its	important	to	understand	the	different	types	available.	There	are	gas,	electric,	and	battery-powered	weed	eaters.	Whats	the	best	weed	eater	for	your	lawn	care	routine?	A	gas-powered	trimmer	is	a	smart	choice	if
you	have	a	lot	of	acreage	and	thick	grass	that	requires	more	power	and	runtime.	However,	gas	weed	eaters	are	typically	heavier,	requiring	more	energy	to	handle	than	electric	or	battery-powered	trimmers.	If	you	value	ease	of	use,	electric	trimmers	are	a	good	choice.	As	long	as	you	have	a	cord	and	access	to	an	outlet,	you	have	unlimited	runtime	with
a	trimmer	that	is	simple	to	start,	quiet	while	running,	and	easy	to	maintain.	The	downside	to	many	electric	trimmers	is	that	they	arent	as	portable	and	can	only	go	as	far	as	the	cord	will	allow.	These	weed	eaters	are	a	great	choice	for	small	yards.	Battery-powered	trimmers	are	a	smart	choice	if	youre	looking	for	a	quiet,	portable	weed	eater	that	doesnt
release	the	fumes	from	gasoline	or	oil.	Many	battery-powered	trimmers	are	effective,	though	some	users	find	these	weed	eaters	to	be	weak	and	have	longer	downtimes	due	to	charging	needs.	Your	choice	in	line	can	make	or	break	getting	a	chore	done	as	painlessly	as	possible.	Weed	eater	lines	vary	in	both	size	and	shape.	Heres	a	breakdown:	Round:
This	shape	is	basic,	easy	to	find,	versatile,	and	sturdy	with	minimal	breakage.	Square:	This	is	a	heavy-duty	choice	for	tougher	weeds	but	not	brush.	Multi-sided:	A	step	above	square	as	far	as	durability	goes,	this	is	a	good	choice	for	thicker	brush.	Twisted:	This	choice	is	more	expensive	but	well-suited	for	heavy	workloads.	The	thinner	the	line,	the
lighter	the	weed	you	can	eat.	0.065-0.080:	Light	workgrass	and	grass-like	weeds	0.085-0.105:	Mediumgrass	plus	non-woody	weed	0.110	and	above:	Heavyall	types	of	weed	and	brush	Your	weed	trimmers	size,	weight,	and	maneuverability	should	accommodate	the	work	you	need	to	complete.	If	your	yard	has	a	lot	of	trees	or	lawn	furniture	and	you	need
to	get	in	nooks	and	crannies,	stay	away	from	heavy-duty	weed	eaters	with	wide	shields.	A	heavier	option	may	be	better	if	you	have	an	open	space	and	want	a	power	tool	to	make	strong,	sweeping	cuts	through	intense	brush.	Some	of	the	most	reliable	weed	eater	brands	include	Husqvarna,	Greenworks,	Ego,	RYOBI,	BLACK+DECKER,	CRAFTSMAN,
WORX,	DEWALT,	ECHO,	and	STIHL.	While	weed	eaters	are	incredibly	effective	tools,	they	can	also	be	dangerous	ones,	especially	if	proper	precautions	arent	taken.	Before	using	a	new	weed	eater,	look	closely	at	the	following	safety	tips.	When	it	comes	to	any	power	tool,	its	important	that	you	know	your	product	model.	Review	the	manufacturers
instructions	thoroughly	to	ensure	you	understand	all	the	safety	risks	and	recommendations	for	handling	and	care.	After	use,	clean	the	string	trimmer	with	a	cloth	and	dish	soap	to	avoid	a	clogged	machine.	Remove	and	clean	the	air	and	fuel	filters	and	the	spark	plug.	Some	gas	weed	eaters	may	need	oil	changes.	Weed	trimmers	can	be	heavy,
commonly	at	least	10	pounds	before	being	filled	with	gas.	Form	matters	when	using	these	power	tools.	Avoid	injury	by	using	both	hands	and	a	tight	grip.	Stand	straight	with	a	slight	bend	in	your	knees.	Some	customers	prefer	an	over-the-shoulder	harness	for	additional	back	support.	Do	not	operate	the	tool	within	60	feet	of	another	person.	Our
experience	shows	that	weed	eaters	should	be	used	whenever	you	mow	your	lawn	to	help	you	eliminate	tough-to-get	weeds	that	a	mower	cant	reach.	Unlike	mowers,	weed	eaters	can	be	used	all	year	round	to	keep	up	maintenance	and	eliminate	unwanted	vegetation.	String	trimmers,	weed	eaters,	and	weed	whackers	typically	refer	to	the	same	product
type.	The	name	may	vary	based	on	the	manufacturer,	model,	or	region.	Weed	eaters	should	not	be	used	on	wet	grass.	This	could	lead	to	scalping	or	bald	patches.	This	Old	House	has	empowered	homeowners	for	more	than	four	decades	with	top-notch	home	improvement	content	in	the	form	of	television	programs,	print	media,	and	digital	content	on	its
website	and	social	media	platforms.	The	This	Old	House	Team	focuses	on	creating	in-depth	product	and	service	review	content	to	help	inform	your	purchasing	decision	for	just	about	any	item	or	resource	that	you	might	need	for	your	home.	The	This	Old	House	Team	has	written	over	1,000	reviews	on	products	in	the	home	space,	from	cordless	drills	to
kitchen	trash	cans,	lawn	mowers,	and	dining	room	decorations.	We	recommend	products	in	each	review	using	an	intensive	research	process,	spending	hours	combing	through	the	best	available	models	on	Amazon.	For	a	product	to	make	our	list	of	top	picks,	it	must	hold	a	solid	sales	record	on	Amazon,	have	consistently	positive	customer	reviews,	and
offer	unique	features,	among	other	factors.	After	narrowing	down	our	list	of	recommendations,	we	conduct	additional	research	and	sometimes	in-person	testing	to	ensure	that	the	products	meet	our	standards.	Once	we	conclude	the	research	phase,	we	craft	a	well-rounded,	user-friendly	article	that	includes	our	recommended	products	and	additional
information	to	help	homeowners	like	you	make	the	right	purchase.Best	Air	ConditionersAliens	Might	Be	TalkingElectric	Lawn	MowersPlatinum	Heist	Inside	JobSmokeless	Fire	PitsProsWide	cutting	widthPowerful	cutting	abilityGreat	build	qualityConsBattery	adds	significant	weightWeve	had	the	chance	to	test	drive	a	few	Husqvarna	battery	string
trimmers	and,	like	its	chainsaws,	they	dont	disappoint.	The	330iKL	was	a	beast	during	testing.	We	used	it	to	thrash	through	knee-high	weeds	running	along	a	paved	path.	Vegetation	was	no	match	for	its	36-volt	battery	and	0.95-inch	line.	With	its	18-inch	cutting	width,	it	cuts	the	broadest	swath	of	any	cordless	trimmer	we	tested.With	a	cooling	system
that	extends	battery	life,	we	were	able	to	trim	for	an	extended	time	before	needing	to	pause	for	a	recharge.	And	when	we	ran	out	of	line,	loading	a	replacement	was	fast	and	easy	thanks	to	Husqvarnas	quick-switch	head.	The	3iLK	is	pricey,	but	its	also	the	highest	performing	string	trimmer	out	there	that	doesnt	have	a	gas	engine.	Weight8.9	lb
(without	battery)Voltage36Battery4	AhProsLong	runtimeTwist	handle	for	edgingVariable	speedsConsSmall	line	diameterNarrow	cutting	widthCordless	string	trimmers	can	cost	upwards	of	$300,	which	may	not	make	sense	if	your	trimming	needs	are	relatively	small.	Greenworks	gives	you	a	lot	of	bang	for	your	buck	with	this	model.	Its	equipped	with	a
24-volt	battery	and	a	4.0-Ah	battery,	which	gives	it	enough	juice	to	run	for	up	to	45	minutesample	time	for	most	quarter-acre	properties.	It	has	a	bump	line	feed	and	the	handle	twists,	making	it	as	easy	to	use	as	an	edger.	Theres	also	a	variable	speed	control	trigger,	so	you	can	cut	the	speed	depending	on	what	objects	and	plants	youre	working
around.Sure,	it	uses	a	thinner	.080-inch	trim	line	and	has	a	narrower	13-inch	cutting	width.	But	if	you	only	need	to	trim	borders	around	your	lawn	and	cut	down	light	weeds,	its	a	worthy,	affordable	option.	Weight5.5	lb	(without	battery)Voltage24Battery4	AhAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading	BelowProsIncredible	weed-cutting	powerHuge	17-inch
cutting	swathConsHeavyMilwaukee	produces	some	of	the	most	powerful	and	well	built	cordless	power	tools	in	the	business,	so	it	comes	as	little	surprise	that	its	M18	Fuel	string	trimmer	is	one	of	the	best	18-volt	models	you	can	find.	With	two	18-volt	batteries	powering	it,	it	cuts	a	17-inch-wide	swath	and	reaches	speeds	of	up	to	6,200	rpm.	Couple	that
speed	with	its	0.095-inch	diameter	line,	and	the	Milwaukee	packs	a	powerful	punch.	Just	keep	in	mind	that	youll	need	two	chargers	if	you	want	to	recharge	the	batteries	quickly.	Other	notable	features	include	a	trimmer	head	that	makes	loading	line	a	breeze	and	a	variable	speed	trigger	that	lets	you	slow	the	trimming	speed	when	working	around
wood	fencing,	trees,	and	landscaping.	Just	be	prepared	to	get	a	workout	as	the	M18	Fuel	string	trimmer	weighs	a	hefty	17	pounds	with	batteries.	Weight17	lb	(with	battery)Voltage18	(x2)Battery5	Ah	(x2)4Best	for	Heavy-Duty	JobsProsAmple	weed-cutting	powerTwo-speed	design	Long	runtimeConsHeavy	When	we	put	the	56-volt	Echo	cordless	string
trimmer	to	the	test,	we	admittedly	had	high	expectations	given	this	brands	reputation	for	making	professional-level	yard	care	power	tools.	We	werent	disappointed.	We	went	to	town	on	dense	tall	weeds	and	the	Echo	sliced	through	everything	from	tall	grass	to	thick	briars.	It	runs	for	a	long	time	too,	with	a	5.0-Ah	battery	that	gives	it	nearly	two	hours
of	estimated	runtime.	The	Echo	can	finesse	trimming	as	well,	thanks	to	a	two-speed	design	that	allowed	us	to	throttle	back	to	avoid	slicing	into	bark	while	trimming	around	a	few	trees.	Sure,	at	12	pounds	with	the	battery,	the	Echo	is	nearly	as	heavy	as	a	gas-powered	trimmer.	But	if	youre	looking	for	a	battery	string	trimmer	that	can	handle	heavy-duty
use,	this	is	the	one.	Weight12	lb	(with	battery)Voltage56BatteryNot	includedAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading	BelowProsAmple	weed-cutting	powerAutomatic	line	feedFast	line	loadingConsA	little	on	the	heavy	sideFeeding	out	string	and	reloading	it	is	easily	the	most	frustrating	part	of	using	a	string	trimmer.	Ego	makes	both	easy	with	its	1623T
model.	Line	automatically	feeds	out	as	you	go,	so	you	dont	need	to	manually	pull	it	out,	tap	the	head,	or	work	a	button.	And	when	its	time	to	replace	more	line,	all	you	need	to	do	is	feed	it	into	the	head	and	press	a	rewind	button	on	the	shaft	to	load	it	in	seconds.	This	trimmer	doesnt	chinch	on	power	either.	During	our	tests,	we	had	no	trouble	slicing
through	grass	and	weeds	alike	thanks	to	its	powerful	56-volt	brushless	motor	and	heavy-duty	0.095-inch	line.	We	also	appreciated	the	two-speed	selector	on	the	handle	that	allowed	us	to	slow	the	head	while	trimming	around	delicate	shrubs.	That	power	coupled	with	those	user	friendly	features	make	the	Ego	worth	its	steep	price	tag.	Weight11	lb
(with	battery)Voltage56Battery4	AhProsLightweightAutomatic	line	feedingConsLimited	cutting	powerSpending	hundreds	of	dollars	on	a	battery-powered	string	trimmer	for	a	small	yard	doesnt	make	much	sense.	This	Worx	model	can	get	a	job	done	at	a	fraction	of	the	price	of	other	battery	string	trimmers.	No,	this	20-volt	trimmer,	with	its	small
diameter	.065	line	and	narrow	cutting	width	isnt	going	to	approach	the	weed-thrashing	power	of	the	higher	end	string	trimmers	on	this	list,	but	it	can	handle	trimming	grass	along	borders	between	landscaping	or	a	sidewalk.	Plus,	it	costs	less	than	$100	and	weighs	just	5	pounds,	so	its	easier	on	your	wallet	and	your	back.	Plus,	it	has	user-friendly
features	that	aid	in	feeding	line	or	twisting	the	handle	for	edging.	Its	the	perfect	budget	option	for	light-duty	jobs.	Weight5	lb	(with	battery)Voltage20Battery2	AhAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading	BelowProsGreat	cutting	powerAdjustable	cutting	widthQuick	line	changeConsHeavyLowes	in-house	brand	has	made	a	name	for	itself	by	putting	out
cordless	tools	with	tons	of	powerand	this	string	trimmer	is	a	great	example	of	that.	Equipped	with	a	massive	80-volt	battery	and	0.095-	inch	trimming	line,	its	robust	enough	to	hack	through	thicker	vegetation.	With	the	included	2.5-Ah	battery,	you	get	a	max	60	minutes	of	estimated	runtime.	The	Kobalt	also	gives	you	versatility	with	the	cutting	head.
Go	with	the	wider	16-inch	setting	for	max	coverage	or	narrow	it	to	14	inches	to	maximize	cutting	speed.	Theres	also	a	rapid	reload	feature	on	the	head	that	makes	trading	out	line	a	faster	process,	plus	a	hi-low	speed	switch	for	trimming	around	trees.	If	you	want	power	at	a	reasonable	price,	this	battery	string	trimmer	is	the	model	to	get.	Weight11.7
lb	(with	battery)Voltage80Battery2.5	AhProsEasy	to	relineNear	pro-level	power	outputConverts	to	other	yard	equipment	with	attachmentsConsOn	the	heavy	sideRyobis	string	trimmer	may	not	be	quite	tough	enough	to	qualify	as	a	heavy-duty	level	tool,	but	its	darn	close.	After	a	brief	warm-up	trimming	grass,	we	put	it	to	the	test	on	some	denser	and
taller	weeds	to	see	how	much	it	could	handle.	Turns	out	it	handled	a	lot.	It	slashed	through	weeds	effortlessly	thanks	to	a	40-volt	motor	that	puts	out	great	torque	and	a	beefy	.095-inch	trimming	line.	Reloading	the	line	using	the	included	rewinding	tool	that	fits	over	the	bump	feed	head	was	easy.	We	also	appreciated	the	Ryobis	comparably	lighter
weight,	made	possible	by	its	carbon	fiber	drive	shaft	tube.	Its	also	compatible	with	Ryobis	Expand-It	line	of	attachments,	so	you	can	convert	it	to	work	as	a	hedge	trimmer,	pruner,	and	other	pieces	of	outdoor	yard	equipment	by	purchasing	these	accessories.	Weight10	lb	(with	battery)Voltage40Battery4	AhTony	CarrickTony	Carrick	is	a	full-time
freelance	writer	who	specializes	in	technology,	home	improvement,	DIY,	home	security,	and	outdoor	recreation.	Hes	tested	and	written	about	everything	from	home	security	systems	to	power	tools	to	gas	grills.	His	product	guides,	how-to	articles,	and	feature	stories	can	be	found	in	such	publications	as	Bob	Vila,	Angi,	U.S.	News	and	World	Report,
Field	&	Stream,	Futurism,	and	Switchful.	When	Tony	isnt	writing,	he	can	be	found	working	on	his	latest	home	improvement	effort	at	his	home	in	North	Carolina.Watch	NextAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading	Below
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