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There’s always two sides to the flurry of post-season list changes story.In early December across the national and rookie drafts, just over 80 footballers won themselves spots on AFL clubs lists for the 2021 season.But in order for the influx of fresh — and not-so-fresh faces — to realise or recapture their AFL dreams, many already in the system had to make way.Scroll down to see a full list of what every 2020 retired/delisted player from your club has
planned for doing in 20211t means that just under 140 men that were full-time footballers in 2020 won’t have the same title in 2021, after they either announced their retirement or were delisted by their respective clubs.So foxfooty.com.au has compiled its annual list of where the recently-departed AFL players are likely to feature this year, as well as discovered some of their work plans.As per usual, many players have been snapped up by state league
clubs, most notably in the WAFL and SANFL. And despite uncertainty around how the new VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition — which features both AFL reserves teams and some established stand-alone clubs — will look in 2021, an array of stars have committed for the year.Foxfooty.com.au understands that delisted Demon Kyle Dunkley is set to play with Essendon’s reserves side in 2021. Dunkley was strongly linked to the Bombers’ AFL team
during last year’s trade period as brother Josh Dunkley sought a move away from the Western Bulldogs. While his older brother has ultimately remained with the Dogs, Dunkley is now likely to be under the Bombers’ nose via its VFL program.Strong VFL stand-alone club Williamstown has been particularly busy, locking away former Blues Harrison Macreadie and Cameron Polson, as well as ex-Bomber Noah Gown. Foxfooty.com.au also understands the
Seagulls have shown an interest in delisted Power midfielder Joe Atley and luckless ex-Pie Matt Scharanberg, with both players still weighing up their options. Ex-Bomber Mitch Hibberd is also likely to rejoin Williamstown — the club that two years ago gave him the platform to ultimately relaunch his AFL career.Carlton’s reserves team, under new coach Daniel O’Keefe, will also enter the competition with a strong list after signing James Parsons (Geelong),
Toby Wooller (Brisbane), Tom North (Fremantle), Ryley Stoddart (Sydney) and Harry Reynolds (Sydney).WAFL runners-up Claremont strengthened its arsenal by signing two ex-Dockers (Jason Carter and Isaiah Butters) and two ex-Eagles (Francis Watson and Anthony Treacy).SANFL club South Adelaide clearly targeted recent AFL players, picking up former Cat Jake Tarca, ex-Tiger Fraser Turner, axed Eagle Mitch O’Neill and, the big one, Bryce Gibbs,
who opted not to return to Glenelg — his former club and the one his dad played 253 games for — after the Panthers offered him a full-time job in junior development that was too good to ignore.Remarkably, some players could still find themselves on an AFL list before Round 1 via the pre-season supplemental selection period (SSP).Oscar McDonald (Carlton), Ayce Taylor (Adelaide), Sam Skinner (North Melbourne), Callum Moore (Carlton), Flynn Appleby
(North Melbourne) and Derek Eggmolesse-Smith (Richmond) have been given permission to train with clubs over summer in the hope they’ll be picked to fill list chasms.There’ll be ample interest in what retired Giant Heath Shaw does in 2021 after he called time on a glittering AFL career that yielded a premiership, two All-Australian jackets and a best and fairest. The thing is, though, he’s not sure himself what he’ll do.A coaching role beckons after he
impressed in the Giants’ AFLW program, while his unique take on the game — and life in general — could see him slot into a media role. But that could be a few years down the track.Instead, Shaw is more likely to have a local footy cameo or two in 2021, recently revealing to the Herald Sun that at least half a dozen clubs from around the country had inquired about his services.One tantalising option Shaw flagged was getting the famous Magpies ‘Rat Pack’
to reunite at local level for a few games. Imagine the crowds that would rock up ... and the post-game yarns at the bar.“I wouldn’t mind having a kick with them,” Shaw told the Herald Sun. “If the opportunity arose to play a few games with Swanny or Johno or Dids or even Rhyce, that would be fun.”Not too many former players are heading into the AFL coaching ranks, although Kade Simpson has joined Carlton’s AFLW coaching panel while retired duo
Matthew Kreuzer (Carlton) and Tom Bellchambers (Essendon) are both sticking around at their respective clubs to take on ruck coach roles.Ex-Giant Sam Jacobs has returned to Adelaide to take on a club engagement executive position at the Crows, while retired Kangaroo Jamie Macmillan has stepped up to become North Melbourne’s new football operations manager.Port Adelaide champion Justin Westhoff is likely to play a few games alongside his
brothers at Tanunda. But for the moment, he’s being kept busy in retirement as a father of four and co-founder of sustainable food business Forage Supply Co.Westhoff’s company last month released a limited edition wine series fittingly title ‘The Beard’ to celebrate his career.“It’s about celebrating my career so we’ve made 280 bottles because I played 280 games, it'll be signed by me with a little message in each bottle as a thank you for the people who
have supported me over time,” Westhoff told the club’s website.There’s something about Power players and wine, with retired midfielder Brad Ebert now focusing more attention on his business Hey Diddle Wines, which he co-owns with Tom Jonas.Ebert would also be a chance to pop up in the footy media somewhere.Perhaps the most left-of-centre local footy whisper surrounds former Melbourne and Port Adelaude utility Jack Watts, who’s been linked with
a club in Cairns. WHERE ARE THEY NOW?This is the class of 2020 delisted/retired players and what they’re doing in 2021 (Note: Not every player has locked in a club for the season or even decided if they want to play).Have an update on a player? Email ben.waterworth@news.com.au or tweet @bjwaterworth. ADELAIDE CROWSBen Crocker (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to Carlton’s VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competitionjordan Gallucci
(delisted) - TBC, but set to play with a team in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier CompetitionBryce Gibbs (retired) - Still on Adelaide’s list as a rookie for administrative purposes, but will play for South Adelaide (SANFL)Riley Knight (delisted) - Woodville-West Torrens (SANFL)Myles Poholke (delisted) - Sorrento (MPNFL)Ayce Taylor (delisted) - Given permission to train with Adelaide (AFL) over summer in the hope of being selected in the SSPPatrick
Wilson (delisted) - Sturt (SANFL)BRISBANE LIONSJacob Allison (delisted) - Aspley (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Allen Christensen (retired) - Playing-assistant coach at Lauderdale (TSL)Cedric Cox (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to the West Coast Eagles (WAFL)Matt Eagles (delisted) - TBCCorey Lyons (delisted) - Aspley (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Sam Skinner (delisted) - Given permission to train with North
Melbourne (AFL) over summer in the hope of being selected in the SSPToby Wooller (delisted) - Carlton (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition) CARLTONHugh Goddard (delisted) - TBCMatthew Kreuzer (retired) - Ruck coach at Carlton (AFL)Darcy Lang (delisted) - Has been recently playing with Waratah (NTFL) and has been linked to Colac (Geelong FL)Harrison Macreadie (delisted) - Williamstown (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier
Competition)Callum Moore (delisted) - Given permission to train with Carlton (AFL) over summer in the hope of being selected in the SSPFinbar O’Dwyer (delisted) - TBCFraser Phillips (delisted) - TBC, but has been put on to Carlton’s VFL training program and will be monitored before a final call is madeCameron Polson (delisted) - Williamstown (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Ben Silvagni (delisted) - TBCKade Simpson (retired) - Forwards
coach at Carlton (AFLW)COLLINGWOODFlynn Appleby (delisted) - Given permission to train with North Melbourne (AFL) over summer in the hope of being selected in the SSPDayne Beams (retired) - Will continue to grow his Health of Mind Art businessTim Broomhead (delisted) - Seaford (MPNFL)Lynden Dunn (retired) - West Coburg (EDFL) and has also been playing with Waratah (NTFL)Tom Langdon (retired) - Unlikely to play after a horror run with
injury in recent yearsBen Reid (retired) - Wangaratta (Ovens and Murray FNL)Matthew Scharenberg (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to Williamstown (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Travis Varcoe (retired) - Currently on Channel 10’s I'm A Celebrity ... Get Me Out Of Here!Rupert Wills (delisted) - TBCESSENDON]Josh Begley (delisted) - Frankston Dolphins (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Tom Bellchambers (retired) -
Ruck coach at Essendon (AFL)Henry Crauford (delisted) - Norwood (SANFL)Noah Gown (delisted) - Williamstown (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Mitch Hibberd (delisted) - TBC, but set to play for Williamstown (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition) while he’s started a business Rainbow Skincare with ex-Roos teammate Taylor Garner, launching in April.Conor McKenna (retired) - Back playing with Tyrone (GAA)Kobe Mutch
(delisted) - Woodville-West Torrens (SANFL)FREMANTLEIsaiah Butters (delisted) - Claremont (WAFL)Jason Carter (delisted) - Claremont (WAFL)Hugh Dixon (delisted) - East Fremantle (WAFL)Brandon Matera (delisted) - Subiaco (WAFL)Cam McCarthy (delisted) - South Fremantle (WAFL)Tom North (delisted) - Carlton (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Dillon O’Reilly (delisted) - East Fremantle (WAFL)Jarvis Pina (delisted) - Peel Thunder
(WAFL)GEELONG CATSGary Ablett (retired) - Unlikely to play footy at this stage, as he’s set to give his shoulder a break and focus on investment and brand partnerships as well as growing his website exclusive insightJacob Kennerley (delisted) - Norwood (SANFL)James Parsons (delisted) - Carlton (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Blake Schlensog (delisted) - South Fremantle (WAFL)Jack Steven (retired) - TBCJake Tarca (delisted) - South
Adelaide (SANFL)Harry Taylor (retired) - TBC, but has been linked with East Fremantle (WAFL) and Northampton (Great Northern Football League)GOLD COAST SUNSJacob Dawson (delisted) - Southport (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Corey Ellis (delisted) - Coburg (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Sam Fletcher (delisted) - Frankston (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Pearce Hanley (retired) - TBC, but will stay in
Australia after opening a Body Fit Training centre on the Gold CoastJacob Heron (delisted) - North Melbourne (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)George Horlin-Smith (retired) - TBC, but has been linked to Sturt (SANFL)Jesse Joyce (delisted) - Southport (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Anthony Miles (retired) - Playing co-coach at Albury Tigers (Ovens and Murray FNL)Mitch Riordan (delisted) - TBC, but has returned to
Melbourne and is likely to play in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier CompetitionJosh Schoenfeld (delisted) - East Fremantle (WAFL)GWS GIANTSSam Jacobs (retired) - Club Engagement Executive at Adelaide (AFL)Heath Shaw (delisted) - TBC, but should make a cameo local footy appearance or two while media and coaching gigs beckonTom Sheridan (retired) - TBCHAWTHORNConor Glass (retired) - Derry (GAA)Will Golds (delisted) - TBC, but has
been linked to teams in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition, as well as the VAFARicky Henderson (retired) - South Warrnambool (Hampden League)Harry Jones (delisted) - TBCDarren Minchington (delisted) - TBC, but is likely to play for a VAFA clubPaul Puopolo (retired) - Norwood (SANFL)Jackson Ross (delisted) - Sandringham (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Ben Stratton (retired) - TBC, but has been linked to Augusta-
Margaret River Hawks (South West Football League)Mathew Walker (delisted) - TBC, but is set to stay in Melbourne and play in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition, with Port Melbourne in the mixMELBOURNEHarley Bennell (retired) - TBC, but if he does play it'll be in WAKyle Dunkley (delisted) - Essendon (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Kade Kolodjashnij (retired) - Won't play as he continues a cautious approach after
concussion forced him into retirement. Has moved back to the Gold Coast, ramped up his work for his business and begun to put plans in place to launch a fitness venture.Oscar McDonald (delisted) - Given permission to train with Carlton (AFL) over summer in the hope of being selected in the SSPCorey Wagner (delisted) - Port Melbourne (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Josh Wagner (delisted) - Old Xaverians (VAFA)NORTH
MELBOURNEPaul Ahern (delisted) - TBCJoel Crocker (delisted) - TBC, but keen to play in a Melbourne-based side in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier CompetitionMajak Daw (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to North Heidelberg (Northern FL) and Old Scotch (VAFA)Sam Durdin (delisted) - Glenelg (SANFL)Lachie Hosie (delisted) - Glenelg (SANFL)Ben Jacobs (delisted) - TBCJamie Macmillan (delisted) - Football Operations Manager at North
Melbourne (AFL)Tom Murphy (delisted) - West Adelaide (SANFL)Jasper Pittard (delisted) - TBCEd Vickers-Willis (delisted) - TBC, but will either stay in Melbourne to play in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition, or move to Sydney to play in the AFL Sydney competitionMarley Williams (delisted) - Port Melbourne Colts (SFL)Mason Wood (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to Collingwood and Werribee (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier
Competition)PORT ADELAIDE]Joe Atley (delisted) - TBC, but set to be in Melbourne to play in the VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition, with Williamston and North Melbourne in the mixWylie Buzza (delisted) - Werribee (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Tobin Cox (delisted) - TBCBrad Ebert (retired) - Focusing on his winemaking business, while he could line up in the mediaRiley Grundy (delisted) - Sturt (SANFL)Jake Patmore
(delisted) - Claremont (WAFL)Cam Sutcliffe (delisted) - Port Adelaide (SANFL)Jack Watts (retired) - TBC, but The Cairns Post last month reported an AFL Cairns club was “a sneaky chance” to sign him Justin Westhoff (retired) - TBC but has been linked to Tanunda (Barossa Light and Gawler Football Association)RICHMONDDerek Eggmolesse-Smith (delisted) - Given permission to train with Richmond (AFL) over summer in the hope of being selected in
the SSPLuke English (delisted) - East Fremantle (WAFL)Fraser Turner (delisted) - South Adelaide (SANFL)ST KILDARyan Abbott (delisted) - Grovedale (Geelong FL)Logan Austin (delisted) - Rochester (Goulburn Valley FL)Jack Bell (delisted) - TBC, but linked to Sandringham (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Nathan Brown (retired) - Barwon Heads (Bellarine FL)Doulton Langlands (delisted) - Perth (WAFL)Jonathon Marsh (delisted) - TBC, but
tipped to play at East Fremantle (WAFL) with other WAFL clubs chasing himJack Mayo (delisted) - Subiaco (WAFL)Shane Savage (delisted) - Port Fairy (Hampden League)Matt Parker (delisted) - South Fremantle (WAFL)Ed Phillips (delisted) - Box Hill Hawks (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)SYDNEY SWANSZac Foot (delisted) - Casey Demons (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Michael Knoll (delisted) - Norwood (SANFL)Jack
Maibaum (delisted) - Coburg (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Harry Reynolds (delisted) - Carlton (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Brady Rowles (delisted) - TBC, but linked to Mildura (Sunraysia FNL)Ryley Stoddart (delisted) - Carlton (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Elijah Taylor (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to Sandringham (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition) Jackson Thurlow (delisted) -
TBCWEST COAST EAGLESHamish Brayshaw (delisted) - TBC, but has been linked to the West Coast Eagles (WAFL)Lewis Jetta (delisted) - Swan Districts (WAFL)Mitch O’Neill (delisted) - South Adelaide (SANFL)Nic Reid (delisted) - North Beach (Perth Football League)Will Schofield (retired) - Peel Thunder (WAFL)Anthony Treacy (delisted) - Claremont (WAFL)Francis Watson (delisted) - Claremont (WAFL)YWESTERN BULLDOGSTory Dickson (retired) -
TBC, but is likely to have a kick at local level at some stage later in the year, potentially at former EFNL club Noble ParkBilly Gowers (delisted) - TBC, but set to play with Southport (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Fergus Greene (delisted) - TBC, but linked to Box Hill Hawks (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Sam Lloyd (retired) - TBC, but likely to play footy in the country somewhereBrad Lynch (delisted) - Southport (VFL and
East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Callum Porter (delisted) - TBC, but linked to Box Hill Hawks (VFL and East Coast Second-Tier Competition)Jackson Trengove (delisted) - Barooga (Murray FL)Matt Suckling (delisted) - TBC ... but this Instagram post just days after being delisted by the Bulldogs hinted he might be giving a post-AFL punting career a crack Adelaide’s original jumper style was fashioned under extreme pressure in the first weeks of the
club’s existence. A blue, green and white prototype was shown to the Club’s Interim Board at its first meeting in mid-October of 1990 but only five weeks later the Board and AFL had approved a navy, red and gold hooped jumper, as the Club also became the Adelaide Crows. Initially blocked by the AFL from using the State colours, the Board quickly agreed it was appropriate for the first South Australian team in the national competition. Ed Betro,
chairman of the Interim Board’s marketing sub-committee and managing director of Rowe and Jarman sport stores, took charge of the project. “We understood the jumper just had to be right,” he recalled. “It had to be a jumper that the players would want to wear and the SA public would accept and it had to be approved by the AFL. You had to have colours that had some connection to our State and it had to be able to be sold in the marketplace. So we
finished up with navy, red and gold. “I went over and saw AFL marketing but it was made quite clear it could not clash with the other teams, so that wiped a lot of options out. And they wanted it the next day! “They were under enormous pressure because it was holding up all their marketing for the 1991 season. But I said ‘you can’t rush this guernsey, we just have to have it right’. So, he gave me seven days! When you get seven people around a board
table trying to agree on a football jumper with so much at stake, you can imagine what went on.” Ed’s wife Iola also worked at Rowe and Jarman and was in constant contact with Adelaide-based Silver Fleece knitting mill, which made a series of designs to show to the board. “Iola would ask them to knit up a jumper. It got to the stage where every day they would knit up a new jumper for us. They did an outstanding job.” Senior coach Graham Cornes recalls
being shown a selection of jumpers at Betro’s house. Jumpers with white and gold numbers were made for television screen tests. The choice was then reduced to three that met the Board’s criteria as a “footy jumper”. “We looked at a lot of different options but in the end we decided we would go with a hooped jumper,” Betro said. ” When it finally came off the press as we hoped it would, it really was an outstanding strip. Once we agreed, I dashed over to
Melbourne, the AFL said it’s as good as anything we have in the competition. We were quite elated at that. I still call it Iola’s jumper.” The colours, playing kit and logo were revealed at a press conference at Football Park on November 28, 1990. >> Adelaide’s guernsey history One of the first jumper prototypes; a version of the Crows jumper with a collar; Bruce Lindner; Mark Mickan, Eddie Hocking, Bruce Lindsay all in 1991. Set of Jumpers worn in the
first AFL game Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but
not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain
or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Awarded annually for outstanding service by players, staff, directors and volunteers The Crows finished bottom for the first time in the club’s history - three years after
playing in a grand final - but it was a miracle that 2020 season happened at all as COVID-19 spread around the world and brought the game to its knees. The AFL season started on March 19 and was suspended four days later. The AFLW season, reshuffled to start the finals early, was abandoned before the preliminary finals could be played. The AFL and clubs went into survival mode, cutting or standing down many staff and officials as they faced a long
period without income from football. Crows assistant coach Marty Mattner and development coach Paul Thomas were among a number of football staff released by the Crows after the AFL cut the soft cap. When the AFL resumed on June 11, the game had to change. The season was shortened to 18 rounds, all games were reduced to 80 per cent of the normal time, and players and officials lived in a “bubble” with strict contact guidelines. Players could
tackle and bump but were not allowed to shake hands, hug and link arms to sing the club song. Virus outbreaks, regular COVID testing, shut borders and travel restrictions added to the challenges and clubs were forced to spend weeks in quarantine hubs. There was no official reserves competition and almost half of the AFL games, including the grand final, were played in south east Queensland. Crowd numbers were restricted throughout the season and
some games were played behind closed gates in Victoria. A crowd of 2000 was permitted under strict protocols at Adelaide Oval for the round two Showdown between Adelaide and Port, the first game for the SA clubs after the break. There were some doubts about the season continuing in July, when Victoria’s COVID situation worsened. But the Victorian clubs quickly moved their players to Queensland and teams were allowed to fly in and out of South
Australia to play games at Adelaide Oval. At one stage there were 33 games played in 20 days. It was a tough initiation for new Crows coach Matthew Nicks, who also had to deal with his team losing their first 13 matches. Nicks was appointed to his first senior coaching role in October, replacing Don Pyke to become the ninth coach in the club’s history. He joined the Crows from Greater Western Sydney, where he was the senior assistant coach after an
eight-year coaching stint with Port Adelaide. Nicks played 125 AFL games for Sydney after being drafted from West Adelaide. Taylor Walker stepped aside as a captain after sharing the role with Rory Sloane in 2019. There were other changes to the football department. Adam Kelly replaced Brett Burton as Head of Football after five years with the SANFL as General Manager of Football. And the playing list had another massive overhaul. Veteran forward
Eddie Betts was the biggest name to move, returning to Carlton after kicking 310 goals in 132 AFL games for Adelaide, while Sam Jacobs (GWS), Josh Jenkins, (Geelong), Alex Keath (Western Bulldogs), Hugh Greenwood (Gold Coast) and Cam Ellis-Yolmen (Brisbane) also switched clubs. Andy Otten and Richard Douglas retired at the end of the 2019 season. Amid a backdrop of worsening Covid-19 conditions across Australia, the opening round took place in
March as scheduled, despite not a single fan attending any of the nine games. Adelaide, celebrating Sloane’s 200th AFL game, hosted Sydney at an empty Adelaide Oval on Saturday March 21. The Crows trailed by 15 points with three minutes left before goals to Tom Lynch and Chayce Jones gave them a chance. Walker took a mark on the lead just outside the 50m arc but his shot drifted to the right for a behind, with only 18 seconds left. It was a solid
start but by the time the Sunday games were completed, the AFL and clubs were facing an unprecedented shutdown. No more AFL games would be played until June. Once the competition stopped, AFL players spent the next two months trying to keep fit. There were strict rules that restricted training in groups and Adelaide was one of the clubs hit hard by AFL sanctions. Assistant coach Ben Hart was stood down for six weeks and 16 players were handed
one-match suspended bans for breaching an AFL requirement to train in pairs while in quarantine in the Barossa Valley in May. The three-point loss to Sydney was the first of 13 consecutive losses. The season restarted after 82 days with a Showdown and Port dominated to win by 75 points in front of a socially-distanced limited crowd. Gold Coast, Brisbane, Fremantle and West Coast were rarely troubled in their wins against Adelaide in the Queensland
hub. Adelaide came close to ending the losing streak in round eight but fell short to Essendon by three points at Adelaide Oval. The following week was the Crows’ worst performance of the year, crushed by 17th-placed North Melbourne by 69 points on the Gold Coast. There were some positive signs in the round 13 loss to Geelong and then Adelaide returned after the bye to win its first game of the season, taking down Hawthorn by 35 points. “I was proud
to walk into the changerooms and see smiles on faces,” Nicks said. “It was a really tough time right throughout the year when you come in week after week and you are not able to give people the reward they deserve.” Win number two followed the next round against 2019 grand finalists GWS, who were still chasing a finals spot. The Crows jumped them early and held control of the game to run out 12-point winners at Adelaide Oval. Adelaide made it three
wins in a row against Carlton on the Gold Coast and although it lost to Richmond by 44 points in the last round, the late season progress lifted spirits. ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - MARCH 21: The opening bounce during the 2020 AFL Round 01 match between the Adelaide Crows and the Sydney Swans at Adelaide Oval on March 21, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Matt Turner/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - MARCH 21: Rory Sloane of the Crows
and Josh Kennedy of the Swans on hearing the final siren during the 2020 AFL Round 01 match between the Adelaide Crows and the Sydney Swans at Adelaide Oval on March 21, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Matt Turner/AFL Photos)MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA - FEBRUARY 28: Taylor Walker of the All Stars in action during the 2020 State of Origin for Bushfire Relief match between Victoria and the All Stars at Marvel Stadium on February 28,
2020 in Melbourne, Australia. (Photo by Michael Willson/AFL Photos)MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA - FEBRUARY 27: Rory Sloane of Victoria poses for a photo with Leigh Matthews after receiving his jumper during the Bushfire State of Origin Player Dinner at Marvel Stadium on February 27, 2020 in Melbourne, Australia. (Photo by Dylan Burns/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - MARCH 21: Rory Sloane is chaired off after his 200th game by Tom Lynch
and Taylor Walker of the Crows during the 2020 AFL Round 01 match between the Adelaide Crows and the Sydney Swans at Adelaide Oval on March 21, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by James Elsby/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - MARCH 06: General View of Flinders University Stadium during the 2020 Marsh Community Series match between the Adelaide Crows and the Gold Coast Suns at Flinders University Stadium on March 06, 2020 in
Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - JUNE 13: A socially distanced crowd during the 2020 AFL Round 02 match between the Port Adelaide Power and the Adelaide Crows at Adelaide Oval on June 13, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Matt Turner/AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - JUNE 21: Tom Doedee of the Crows is tackled by Hugh Greenwood of the Suduring the round 3 AFL match between the Gold Coast
Suns and the Adelaide Crows at Metricon Stadium on June 21, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Chris Hyde/Getty Images via AFL Photos)BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA - JUNE 28: Rory Laird of the Crows makes a handpass during the round 4 AFL match between the Brisbane Lions and the Adelaide Crows at The Gabba on June 28, 2020 in Brisbane, Australia. (Photo by Jono Searle/AFL Photos ) BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA - JULY 11: Nic Naitanui of the
Eagles and Reilly O’Brien of the Crows challenge for the ball during the round 6 AFL match between the West Coast Eagles and the Adelaide Crows at The Gabba on July 11, 2020 in Brisbane, Australia. (Photo by Bradley Kanaris/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - JULY 20: Jake Kelly of the Crows kicks from the boundary during the 2020 AFL Round 07 match between the Adelaide Crows and the St Kilda Saints at Adelaide Oval on July
20, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by James Elsby/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - JULY 20: Dougal Howard of the Saints tackles Shane McAdam of the Crows during the 2020 AFL Round 07 match between the Adelaide Crows and the St Kilda Saints at Adelaide Oval on July 20, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by James Elsby/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - JULY 26: Jacob Townsend of the Bombers collides with Kyle Hartigan and Tom
Doedee of the Crows and during the round 8 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the Essendon Bombers at the Adelaide Oval on July 26, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 01: The Crows walk off the ground after they were defeated by the Kangaroos during the round nine AFL match between North Melbourne Kangaroos and the Adelaide Crows at Metricon
Stadium on August 01, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Ryan Pierse/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 11: Shane McAdam of the Crows marks over Jack Crisp of the Magpies during the round 11 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the Collingwood Magpies at Adelaide Oval on August 11, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 23:
Harry Schoenberg of the Crows celebrates his first goal during the round 13 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the Geelong Cats at Adelaide Oval on August 23, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 23: Taylor Walker of the Crows gets carried off by Matt Crouch and Rory Sloane for his 200th game during the round 13 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the
Geelong Cats at Adelaide Oval on August 23, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 01: Lachlan Murphy of the Crows celebrates the match winning goal with his team mates during the round 15 AFL match between the Hawthorn Hawks and the Adelaide Crows at Adelaide Oval on September 01, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL
Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 08: Harry Himmelberg of the Giants is out marked by Elliott Himmelberg of the Crows during the 2020 AFL Round 16 match between the Adelaide Crows and the GWS Giants at Adelaide Oval on September 8, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by James Elsby/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 08: Rory Sloane of the Crows competes for the ball during the round 16 AFL match between the
Adelaide Crows and the Greater Western Sydney Giants at Adelaide Oval on September 08, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Daniel Kalisz/Getty Images via AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 13: Bryce Gibbs of the Crows is chaired off by Kade Simpson and Marc Murphy of the Blues after playing in his final match during the round 17 AFL match between the Carlton Blues and the Adelaide Crows at Metricon Stadium on September
13, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Chris Hyde/Getty Images via AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 13: Lachlan Sholl of the Crows celebrates kicking a goal during the round 17 AFL match between the Carlton Blues and the Adelaide Crows at Metricon Stadium on September 13, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Chris Hyde/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 19: Matthew Nicks, Senior
Coach of the Crows during the 2020 AFL Round 18 match between the Adelaide Crows and the Richmond Tigers at Adelaide Oval on September 19, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by James Elsby/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 19: Daniel Talia of the Crows celebrates his 200th game during the 2020 AFL Round 18 match between the Adelaide Crows and the Richmond Tigers at Adelaide Oval on September 19, 2020 in Adelaide,
Australia. (Photo by James Elsby/AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 19:Daniel Tahlia of the Crows tackled by Daniel Rioli of the Tigers and Mabior Chol of the Tigers during the round 18 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the Richmond Tigers at Adelaide Oval on September 19, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos) Former rookie Reilly O’Brien’s consistency in the ruck was rewarded
with a narrow win in the Crows’ Club Champion award. O’Brien was in the top five in the AFL for hit outs and hit outs to advantage, fourth for contested marks and played every game. Runner-up Rory Laird moved to the midfield later in the season and his presence added some power and burst. Luke Brown, Matt Crouch and Ben Keays rounded out the top five. Keays joined the Crows as a rookie pick after being delisted by Brisbane but the midfielder
surpassed expectations. Wayne Milera’s class and poise were sorely missed after round two, when he went down with a season-ending foot injury. Sloane missed five games mid-season with a hand injury, Tom Doedee returned from his knee injury but then had hamstring issues, and Jordan Gallucci sat out the season after rupturing an Achilles tendon at training. Adelaide blooded a dozen new faces in 2020 and the rewards were seen later in the year. Shane
McAdam, Fischer McAsey, Ned McHenry, Will Hamill, Harry Schoenberg, Jordon Butts, Lachie Sholl and Emerging Talent Award winner Andrew McPherson were among the debutants. Jones also produced some exciting moments, as did Elliott Himmelberg in attack. It was a particularly difficult year of football for recent draftees and players on the edge of selection. Adelaide was unable to field a team in the SANFL and instead relied on some friendly
scratch games against other AFL clubs to give the squad some match conditioning. Phil Walsh Best Team Man: Tom Lynch Players’ Trademark Award: Ben Keays Members MVP Award: Reilly O’Brien Leading goalkicker: Taylor Walker Mark Bickley Emerging Talent Award: Andrew McPherson Dr Brian Sando Award: Andrew McPherson Bob Hammond, an Australian Football Hall of Fame member who was the inaugural chairman of the Crows and oversaw
their two premierships, died on May 30, aged 78. Hammond, who suffered from Parkinson’s disease, was inducted into the Adelaide Football Club’s Hall of Fame in 2015. Taylor Walker overtook Tony Modra as Adelaide’s all-time leading goalkicker in round 18 when he kicked his 441st goal. Rob Chapman stepped down as Chairman in October after 14 years on the Board, 12 as Chair. He was replaced by John Olsen AO, a former Premier of South Australia
and Chairman of the SA Football Commission and Adelaide Oval Stadium Management Authority. Three Crows reached the 200 AFL game milestone in 2020. Sloane was first, in round one against Sydney, and then Walker played his 200th game in round 13. Two-time All Australian Daniel Talia reached 200 in the last round of the season against Richmond. He remained on the list in 2021 but because of injuries this was his last game for the Club. A
Showdown of a different kind was played at Adelaide Oval on February 2 when cricket and football united to raise funds for the SA Bushfire Appeal. Players from both the Adelaide Crows and Port Adelaide were joined by Adelaide Strikers including Travis Head, Rashid Khan and Alex Carey in a special T20 cricket match. A State-of-Origin game between Victoria and All Stars was played on February 28 to help raise funds for bushfire relief. Sloane
represented Victoria and Brodie Smith, Walker and Laird were picked for the All Stars. Victoria won by 48 points after trailing at three-quarter-time. Adelaide was involved in the filming of Amazon’s AFL documentary, Making Their Mark. A film crew was embedded with the Club throughout the year and the Crows’ inner sanctum stories centred on coach Nicks and captain Sloane. In: Billy Frampton (Port Adelaide), Fischer McAsey (Sandringham U18),
Harry Schoenberg (Woodville-West Torrens), Josh Worrell (Sandringham U18), Ronin O’Connor (Claremont), Lachlan Murphy (elevated rookie). Rookies: Ben Crocker (Collingwood), Ben Keays (Brisbane), Ayce Taylor (Northern U18). Billy Frampton, v Sydney at Adelaide Oval, 21/3/20 (player debut order 227) Fischer McAsey, v Sydney at Adelaide Oval, 21/3/20 (228) Ben Crocker, v Port Adelaide at Adelaide Oval, 13/6/20 (229) Ben Keays, v Port Adelaide at
Adelaide Oval, 13/6/20 (230) Ned McHenry, v Port Adelaide at Adelaide Oval, 13/6/20 (231) Will Hamill, v Gold Coast at Metricon Stadium, 21/6/20 (232) Shane McAdam, v Brisbane Lions at the Gabba, 28/6/20 (233) Andrew McPherson, v West Coast at the Gabba, 11/7/20 (234) Kieran Strachan, v North Melbourne at Metricon Stadium, 1/8/20 (235) Harry Schoenberg, v Melbourne at Adelaide Oval, 5/8/20 (236) Lachlan Sholl, v Melbourne at Adelaide Oval,
13/9/20 (237) Jordan Butts, v Geelong at Adelaide Oval, on 23/8/20 (238) Club Champion top tenl: Reilly O’Brien 81 votes2: Rory Laird 803: Luke Brown 764: Matt Crouch 725: Ben Keays 656: Brodie Smith 617: Shane McAdam 568: Kyle Hartigan 549: Tom Lynch 5310: Rory Sloane 51(Coaches collectively graded each player on a 0-10 scale after each game) Leading goalkickers15.9 Taylor Walker12.12 Shane McAdam9.10 Elliott Himmelberg8.9 Tyson
Stengle8.1 Darcy Fogarty7.8 Lachlan MurphyBrownlow Medal votes4 Laird4 O’Brien3 M. Crouch, Sloane, Sholl 1 B Crouch, Keays, Smith Club Champion Reilly O’Brien Back row (from left): Lachlan Murphy (4), Chayce Jones (1), Rory Atkins (21), Myles Poholke (10), David Mackay (14), Paul Seedsman (11), Jake Kelly (8), Harry Schoenberg (26), Riley Knight (3), Jordan Gallucci (7), Ned McHenry (25), Tyson Stengle (18). Third row: Wayne Milera (30), Ben
Crocker (20), Ben Davis (40), Darcy Fogarty (32), Kyle Hartigan (15), Elliott Himmelberg (34), Reilly O’Brien (43), Kieran Strachan (45), Billy Frampton (22), Fischer McAsey (35), Josh Worrell (24), Ben Keays (28), Luke Brown (16). Second row: Daniel Talia (12), Brad Crouch (2), Taylor Walker (13), Matt Crouch (5), Rory Sloane (9), Matthew Nicks (senior coach), Tom Lynch (27), Tom Doedee (39), Brodie Smith (33), Rory Laird (29), Bryce Gibbs (6). Front
row: Patrick Wilson (31), Will Hamill (17), Lachlan Sholl (38), Shane McAdam (23), Lachlan Gollant (44), Ronin O’Connor (37), Andrew McPherson (36), Jordan Butts (41). Absent: Ayce Taylor. A new white-based clash guernsey was launched after a fan vote, using the ‘We Fly as One’ Crow on a new chevron shape blue, red and gold. Red was added to the cuff. The Crows logo above the number was replaced with a sponsor logo when the competition
resumed from the COVID break for round two. ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 08: Rory Laird of the Crows handballs during the round 16 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the Greater Western Sydney Giants at Adelaide Oval on September 08, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Daniel Kalisz/Getty Images via AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - JULY 05: Crows coach Matthew Nicks talks to players during the round 5 AFL match
between the Adelaide Crows and the Fremantle Dockers at Metricon Stadium on July 05, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Chris Hyde/Getty Images via AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 01: Brodie Smith of the Crows runs with the ball during the round nine AFL match between North Melbourne Kangaroos and the Adelaide Crows at Metricon Stadium on August 01, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Ryan Pierse/Getty Images
via AFL Photos)GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 01: Bryce Gibbs of the Crows looks dejected during the round nine AFL match between North Melbourne Kangaroos and the Adelaide Crows at Metricon Stadium on August 01, 2020 in Gold Coast, Australia. (Photo by Ryan Pierse/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 23: David Mackay of the Crows celebrates a goal with Rory Sloane of the Crows during the round 13 AFL
match between the Adelaide Crows and the Geelong Cats at Adelaide Oval on August 23, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos)ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA - AUGUST 23: Shane McAdam of the Crows marks during the round 13 AFL match between the Adelaide Crows and the Geelong Cats at Adelaide Oval on August 23, 2020 in Adelaide, Australia. (Photo by Mark Brake/Getty Images via AFL Photos) The 2020 main
jumper, worn by Rory Laird and Luke Brown; Brodie Smith and Bryce Gibbs in the clash jumper; David Mackay, Rory Sloane and Shane McAdam in the 2020 Indigenous guernsey. Height:190 cm Weight:83 kg YearTeam#GMW-D-LKIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA1992Adelaide342211-0-117.682.454.1411.820.180.090.090.91 0.821.180.05 1993Adelaide342011-0-
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KildaBW347118 3 1 43 1 189Kangaroos9L34167117 443 23 512 1 190Essendon10L344348 12 1 4413 191Melbournel1W34127517 14 1 1791 1 192Sydney12W34114516 232 6101 2 193Richmond13W34107313 151125723 194Fremantle14W34105414 4311212 59 195Carlton151.3482412 231212 84 5 196Western

Bulldogs16L345249 322156 1 197Collingwood17W3451611 31175 4 198Geelong18L341342151 171131 651 3 199West Coast19W34944131 2 4 37  200Brisbane Lions20L3482210 2241 1245 2 201Hawthorn21L341231131 431 3158 2 202Port Adelaide221.34136619 37 4 412 Totals22 (9-0-13)20979682772213374336341714111515011 343 [Top]Adelaide -
2001GmOpponentRAR#KIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA%P203Melbourne21.34143216 571 142 951 204Port Adelaide3L34111112 14311 2651 205CarltondW34147519 12521112 79 4 206Kangaroos5W344237 111 125 1 207Hawthorn61.34126618 1 33411 413 32 208Fremantle7W34127315 3421 51012 209Richmond8W3410331311 112 4 37 111 210Brisbane

Lions9W341144152 1431 25101211 211Geelongl0W34173320 1221 329101 2 212Western Bulldogs11L34174724 543351 14111 213Essendon121.344315 3511123  214Collingwood13L3472310 24 1 471 215West Coast14W341445191 173 1112171 21 216St Kilda15W34186523 2634123 6151 1 217Sydney1613482210 242111255 1 218Melbourne1l7W34137114 272112 31015 219Port

Adelaide18L3463 6 221 5 1 220Carlton19W342261231 4541 814 21 221Kangaroos20W34141317 14222 98 2 222Hawthorn21W3411 516 34332 79 1 223Fremantle221.34102616 15213 95 2 224CarltonEFL3472310 1512 461 3 Totals22 (12-0-10)2567872328444468944212622171123189113346 [ToplAdelaide - 2002GmOpponentRAR#KIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA%P225Western
Bulldogs1W34145317 81 314 3 226Geelong2W34144418 421 3141 61 227Sydney3W34106313 24221 210 4 228Essendon4l.345349 11 181 3 229Port Adelaide5L3496211 1231 472 230Richmond6W34166319 2 61524 613 11 231Fremantle7W341978271 73 323 1 232Kangaroos8L34113516 23312 6101 11 233Carlton9W34114920 134232 1 7131 2 234Brisbane

Lions10W34179320 34141 811122 235Hawthorn11W341673191 137 321 8112 41 236Melbourne121.34107212 1 3121 481 8 237West Coast13L34154520 13621211 5131 2 238Collingwood141.3493211 16 1211 36 6 239St Kilda15W3494514 121 111 510 21 240Western

Bulldogs16W34152318 217 311 313 23 241Geelong17W344137 12 12 44 1 242Sydneyl8W34136619 6 514 23 243Essendon19W34133 13 157 311 371 43 244Port Adelaide20L34124214 14213 157 101 245Richmond21W34139720 44222 1417 32 246Fremantle22W34103414 242 211 22 247Brisbane

LionsQFL34151318 2624313 75 4 248MelbourneSFW34113213 117 11 561 34 249CollingwoodPFL3411 617 362 321 59 63 Totals25 (16-0-9)30211097399226431055026381313 1112641328226 [Top]Adelaide - 2003GmOpponentRAR#KIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA%P250FremantlelW3473 7 11111 341 1 100251St Kilda21.3491413 142 1 210 2 100252Sydney3W3481513 361221249 51 100253West
Coast4W34123618 644 21414 41 100254Port Adelaide5L.34105414 242 2 781 11 100255Kangaroos6W34121214 27 2111 77 7 100256Collingwood7L34101313 411153 6 100257Brisbane Lions8L34113516 26 11 188 1 100258Western

Bulldogs9W34146216 1182 1 3101 3 100259Geelongl0W344126 4 111124 3 85260Hawthorn111.34136518 16112 1 973 52 100261Melbournel12W34115617 311221 5111 5 83262Carlton13W34167420 57434 1 813 3 82263Richmond14W34124416 1 4322 59 5 92264Essendon15W34126517 1 6 42212 7111 2 100265Fremantle161.3472714 2141 7714 100266St

Kildal17W34157419 162122 6131 51 100267Sydney18W345327 4 161 6 100268West Coast19W3463511 3 21 7321 100269West CoastEFW3481210 41 1 27 41 85270Brisbane LionsSFL34154318 2812 111 51 100 Totals21 (14-0-7)2177380297 2146853122271210110317513 788 [Top]Adelaide -

2004GmOpponentRAR#KIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA%P271Kangaroos11.34124315 21224 681 41 91272Collingwood91.34129517 16 11 314 5 94273Hawthorn10W34148418 141 21 3121 2 86274Carlton11L34 1 1 13275Kangaroos18W34146620 2541511 7122 2 100276St Kilda191.345238 223 341 1 65 Totals6 (2-0-4)57292178 630911513 22505 151 [Top]Adelaide -
2005GmOpponentRAR#KIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA%P277West Coast11L34146620 11122 421 6111 11 100278Collingwood2W3483412 2411 29 31 47279Kangaroos6W341 12 1 2 11 31280Melbourne7L3494312 6121 129 8 97281Brisbane Lions8L.34203525 3111 121 5141 3 100282St

Kilda9wW3412611231 15224 1617 23 85283Carlton10W34737141 331 68 21 100284Essendon11W34105515 52111 310 101 100285Geelong121.3471916 2614 411 12 100286Richmond13W34108414 223 212 311 43 85287Fremantle14W34124416 632 311 791 311100288Hawthorn15W3483311 24 211 110 3 100289Western

Bulldogs16W341037171 151 6111 23 90290Kangaroos17W34111213 234 211 1 173291Sydney18W34173219 1614 1 781 51 100292Melbourne1l9W3465511 13 1 47 2 100293Port Adelaide20W3488917 24 32 512 4 100294Collingwood21W3494817 33 891 51 76295West Coast22W3464612 1111 39 51 100296St KildaQFL34122416 14 21 610 3 100297Port AdelaideSFW3497211 1 441 212 110 12 83298West

CoastPFL3492413 4611 58 51 100 Totals22 (16-0-6)21585111326311351013063811131932156174202 [Top]Adelaide - 2006GmOpponentRAR#KIMKHBDIGLBHHOTKRBIFCLCGFFFABRCPUPCMMI1%BOGA%P299Collingwood1W342016525 42 1 1 3231 71 81300West Coast2L.34136417 223 212 7111 2 100301Melbourne3W34119718 351 216121 4 100302Fremantle4W34127921 26111 6151152 88303Western

Bulldogs5W34168925 5 1 9151 2 100304Port Adelaide6W34136114 1 11 482 3 1100305Kangaroos7W34126921 2211 2 813 5 94306Richmond8L343214 1 1 1311 22307Kangaroos16W344215 11 1 6 27308West Coast17L3496615 23142 7925 82309Collingwood18W346228 4 2117 2 31310Western Bulldogs20L3473411 13 32 38 3 93311Port Adelaide211.345316 4 3 4 2 47 Totals13 (8-0-

5)1317659190 21240922249 551341014131 [Topl[Stats Main][AFL Main] Australian rules footballer Australian rules footballer Grantley FielkePersonal informationFull name Grantley Craig FielkeNickname(s) FielksDate of birth (1962-03-18) 18 March 1962 (age 63)Place of birth Loxton, South AustraliaOriginal team(s) West Adelaide (SANFL)Draft No. 19, 1982 interstate draftHeight 178 cm (5 ft 10 in)Weight 90 kg (198 1b)Position(s) Wing, CentrePlaying
careerlYears Club Games (Goals)1977-86, 1988-90, 1992-97 West Adelaide (SANFL) 327 (234) [1]1987 Collingwood (VFL) 16 (15)1991-92 Adelaide (AFL) 24 (6)Total 367 (255) 1 Playing statistics correct to the end of 1997.Career highlights West Adelaide Sam Suckling Medal Winner 1979 West Adelaide Premiership Player 1983 Advertiser News Team of the Year 1984 Magarey Medallist 1985 Advertiser Team of the Year 1985 Advertiser News Team of
the Year 1985 West Adelaide Best & Fairest 1990 West Adelaide Captain 1994-96 West Adelaide Games Record Holder (364: 1979-86, 1988-90, 1992-97) SANFL Player Life Member SANFL West Adelaide Life Member South Australian Football Hall of Fame Inaugural Inductee 2002 West Adelaide Football Club Hall of Fame Inaugural Inductee 2005 West Adelaide Football Club Greatest Player of All Time 2015 West Adelaide Football Club Coaches Award
'Grantley Fielke Medal' 2015 West Adelaide Football Club Hall of Fame Legend 2016 Riverland Riverland SportsPerson of the Year Sources: AFL Tables, AustralianFootball.com Grantley Craig Fielke (born 18 March 1962 in Loxton, South Australia) is a former Australian rules footballer who played for West Adelaide Football Club in the South Australian National Football League (SANFL), and the Collingwood Football Club and Adelaide Football Club in the
Victorian/Australian Football League (VFL/AFL). Fielke was recruited by the West Adelaide Football Club from their South Australian country zone of the Riverland in 1977 at the age of 15. After taking time to adjust to life in Adelaide (he had never been to the city before), Fielke made his league debut for West Adelaide on 7 April 1979,[2] and keeping his place in the league team for the rest of the season. The Bloods though had a season to forget, winning
just 7 of 22 games and finishing last. In his debut season for West Adelaide, Fielke won the Sam Suckling Memorial Medal as the club's best first year player. Fielke's speed and ball handling ability saw him become a valued member of West Adelaide's senior team. From his debut in 1979 until the end of the 1986 SANFL season, Fielke had played 171 games. The arrival of Neil Kerley as coach in 1981 saw The Bloods go from being one of the worst to one of
the best teams in the SANFL, although at times their famous inconsistency showed through. Fielke's game blossomed under Kerley's hard coaching, although he suffered a setback in 1983 when he twice broke his arm. Fielke battled back and regained his place in the side shortly before the finals, for which West had easily qualified as the minor premier, winning 18 of their 22 regular season games. Fielke then became a member of West Adelaide's first
premiership win since 1961 when he came off the bench in their 21.16 (142) to 16.12 (108) win over Sturt in the Grand Final in front of 47,129 fans at Football Park. West Adelaide obtained the services of former Port Adelaide premiership coach John Cahill in 1985 and Fielke continued to blossom. That season he experienced the individual highlight of his career when he won the Magarey Medal, polling a record 54 votes to defeat pre-count favourite Peter
Motley of Sturt who finished with 51 votes.[3] During the 1985 season Fielke led the league in disposals (kicks and handballs), and used the ball very effectively against tough opposition in helping West Adelaide to the preliminary final and a 3rd-place finish. Despite winning the Magarey Medal, Fielke failed to win The Bloods Best & Fairest award which was won by ruckman Mark Mickan. Fielke was recruited by VFL club Collingwood for the 1987 VFL
season and impressed at the club, playing 16 games as a wingman for the Magpies. After just a single season in the VFL, Fielke returned to Adelaide for family reasons in 1988, playing again for West Adelaide. There he would play another three more seasons, winning the club's Best & Fairest award in 1990. Amazingly, it was Fielke's only Best & Fairest win in his 16 seasons with the club. With the forming of the Adelaide Crows in late 1990 to play in the
now renamed AFL, Fielke was one of the first players signed and played in all 22 games of the 1991 AFL season which saw the Crows finish in ninth place with a 10-12 win-loss record. However, the 30-year-old Fielke suddenly found himself on the outer with coach Graham Cornes and he played only two games in 1992. At the end of the season Fielke was informed his services were no longer required, ending his AFL career with a record of 40 games and
21 goals.[4] Fielke returned to West Adelaide once more in 1993 and became club captain in 1994, a position he would hold until he announced his retirement at the end of the 1997 season. He finished his SANFL career having played a club record 327 games for West Adelaide: as of the end of the 2022 SANFL season, he is the only West Adelaide player to have played over 300 senior games for the club.[5] Always more comfortable kicking for goal on the
run rather than from a set shot, Fielke kicked 234 goals in his 327 SANFL premiership games; including his VFL/AFL career, he kicked 255 goals in 367 elite premiership games. At the time of his retirement, Fielke's career total of 351 premiership matches was ranked equal fifth (with Ralph Sewer) in South Australian elite football behind Peter Carey (423), Russell Ebert (373), Crows coach Graham Cornes (356), and Crows teammate and captain Chris
McDermott (354): as of 2022, he is ranked equal seventh (with Sewer) behind them, as well as Tyson Edwards and Andrew McLeod (both 363). Since his football career, Fielke has been involved in numerous West End Slowdown games from the year 2000 to present, which is run by The Little Heroes Foundation. He was an inaugural inductee into the South Australian Football Hall of Fame in 2002. Fielke also played nine State Of Origin matches for South
Australia, and 42 pre-season/night series matches, 37 for West Adelaide, two for Collingwood and three for Adelaide (these are counted as senior by the SANFL but not the VFL/AFL). If these are included, Fielke played a total of 418 senior career games. The VFL/AFL list Fielke's total as 413, excluding his pre-season/night series matches for Collingwood and Adelaide. Depending on the viewpoint taken, his South Australian total of 397 or 400 senior career
matches ranks either fourth behind Peter Carey (467), Russell Ebert (421) and Chris McDermott (415 or 429), or equal fourth with Andrew McLeod (if McLeod's International Rules matches are included) in elite South Australian football. Fielke was at one time married to former Australian netball team captain Michelle den Dekker but is now married to Cheryl Fielke and has three children Callum, Bailey, and Abbey. He owned a sporting goods store
between 1981 and 2003 (Grantley Fielke's Sports Locker) at the Arndale Shopping Centre in Adelaide. Fielke currently works as a real estate agent manager for First National Real Estate, Gawler.[6] Two of his brothers, Craig and Tony Fielke, also played league football for West Adelaide in the SANFL, and in 1986 all three players played several league games together. His second cousin Aaron Fielke plays with West Adelaide and in Round 8 of the 2014
season notched up his 100th game for the Bloods. In 2015 Fielke polled 64% of votes for being the Greatest West Adelaide Player of All Time. In September 2019, Fielke was violently attacked and severely injured when two men invaded his home in the early hours of the morning. He underwent facial reconstruction surgery, having six metal plates inserted in his face and spent four days in hospital. Two men were apprehended and charged with the crime.
[7]1 ~ These totals refer to premiership matches (home and away and finals matches) only. ~ "WAFC debut dates 1970-79". Archived from the original on 6 June 2011. Retrieved 23 May 2011. ~ SANFL Magarey Medal ~ Adelaide Crows Past Player profile Archived 30 September 2009 at the Wayback Machine ~ WAFC 100 Game Players ~ "Adelaide Messenger - First National Real Estate". Archived from the original on 14 August 2011. Retrieved 23 May
2011. ~ "Former Crows player bashed in brutal home invasion". MSN. 24 October 2019. SA Football Hall of Fame - Grantley C Fielke West Adelaide Hall of Fame profile Agars, Merv (1987). Bloods Sweat & Tears. Hyde Park Press. ISBN 0-85904-029-1. Retrieved from "



