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Every time I order hay, the bales weigh a different amount, even on the same load. Many factors can influence the answer, including hay species, density, moisture content - all these things affect the weight of a single bale. But what are those weights exactly? How do they differ between round and square hay bales; small and large bales? Let’s take
some time to investigate further into just how much does a bale of hay weigh. Round Hay Bale Weights and Sizes Round hay bales come in a variety of sizes, ranging from large to larger. While small bales can range in weight from 40-60 pounds, the maximum heft of large ones may be as much as a thousand lbs or more. The size and weight of the
bale will depend on the type of hay used and how tightly it is packed. For example, alfalfa hay tends to be heavier than grass hays such as timothy or fescue because it has higher protein content and denser stems. If you're looking for a lightweight option for your horse, consider buying smaller round bales that are composed mainly of grasses like
timothy or fescue. If you are looking for a lighter option in terms of weight per individual bale, but don’t mind having more total feed cost due to needing more overall volume (since each individual unit weighs less), then opt for lower density packing options with larger diameter rounds. This could necessitate the utilization of an extra implement. In
addition to type and density considerations when selecting your hay supply source(s), moisture content should also be taken into account before purchase since wetter hays tend to weigh more than drier ones do, as well as being more prone to molding. However, this should not necessarily deter you from purchasing wetter hays as long as they still
meet quality standards set by local/state regulatory agencies regarding safe feedstuffs for horses. It is important that all types of purchased feeds have their moisture levels tested prior to use so that proper feeding amounts can be determined accurately based on actual dry matter content instead of just relying on estimated values provided by
suppliers alone without testing first. Knowing the weight of round hay bales is important for transport and storage, while square bales offer different sizes and weights to suit a variety of needs. Let’s take a look at the weights and sizes available for square hay bales. Key Takeaway: A key takeaway from this is that hay bales can range in weight
depending on type, density, and moisture content; thus it’s important to test for moisture levels prior to purchase so proper feeding amounts can be determined accurately. Weights and Sizes Of Square Hay Bales Square hay bales, varying in size and heft contingent upon the kind of forage employed and how tightly it is compressed, come in a variety
of shapes. Generally speaking, square bales are smaller than round bales, with weights ranging from 20-50 pounds. Alfalfa hay is one of the most common types used for square bales. It has a higher protein content than other hays such as timothy or orchard grass, so it tends to be heavier when packed into a square bale. A typical alfalfa hay bale can
weigh anywhere from 25-45 pounds. Grass hays tend to be lighter than alfalfa due to their lower protein content and more open structure when packed into a square bale. Timothy and orchard grass typically weigh between 15-35 pounds per square bale while Bermuda grass usually weighs between 20-40 pounds per square bale. The size of the hay
also affects its weight when compressed into a small bundle like that of a square baler’s output; larger pieces occupy more space in the baler, resulting in heavier overall weight for each individual piece within the bundle itself. Conversely, smaller pieces take up less space within each bundle, leading to lighter overall weight for each individual piece.
Hay quality also plays an important role in determining how much weight your finished product will have once pressed together into squares. Good quality hay should always result in higher densities, meaning more material is being squeezed together, leading to greater weights per unit area or volume. On the other hand, poorer quality materials
may not compress as well, resulting in lower densities and thus lesser weights per unit area or volume when all things are considered equal. Estimating the mass and dimensions of your hay bales is a critical step in determining an appropriate amount of feed to give your horses. It is also important to consider the species of plant used in making hay,
as this will affect its weight and nutritional value. Key Takeaway: A bale of hay can weigh anywhere from 15-45 pounds depending on the type and quality, with alfalfa usually being heavier than grass hays. How Plant Selection Affects Hay Bale Weight When it comes to hay bales, the kind of vegetation employed can have a large effect on its
heaviness. Alfalfa hay is typically heavier than grass hay because it contains more protein and fiber. This makes alfalfa an ideal choice for horses that need extra nutrition in their diet. Moisture content also plays a role in how much a bale weighs. If the moisture content is too high, the bale will be heavier due to water weight; if it’s too low, the hay
won’t weigh as much because some of its nutrients have been lost during drying. The size of the bale affects its weight. Smaller square are lighter than large rectangular ones since they contain less material overall. However, larger rectangular bales last longer since they contain more material and thus provide more feed per serving for your
horse(s). Large round bales can be similar to large rectangular bales in weight. Moreover, the composition of nutrients in distinct plant varieties may cause dissimilarities in weight between two identical-sized bales made from different plants (e.g., one with alfalfa and another with grass). For example, alfalfa has higher levels of calcium and
phosphorus compared with other hays such as timothy or oat straw which means that an alfalfa-based hay might weigh slightly more than another type due to these additional minerals being present within it. Overall, there are many variables at play when determining how heavy a particular hay bale will be including what kind of plant species was
used and how moist/dry it is along with its size and shape all playing roles in this equation. Realizing the influence of various factors on hay bale weight can aid in selecting suitable feed for your equines, enabling you to provide them with their required nutrition while remaining within budget. The mass of a hay bale can vary drastically contingent on
the plant species employed, yet density likewise assumes an indispensable job in deciding its all out weight. As we move onto the next heading, let’s explore how hay bale density affects its total weight. Key Takeaway: A hay bale’s weight can differ according to the vegetation, dampness content, and magnitude; realizing these components can support
you in taking informed choices concerning what kind of sustenance to acquire for your equine. Hay Bale Density Affects Hay Bale Weight The density of a hay bale affects its weight significantly. A denser hay bale will be heavier than one that is less dense, due to the amount of material in it. For example, if you have two identical-sized bales of hay but
one is more tightly packed than the other, then the denser bale will weigh more. The way a hay bale is compressed also has an effect on its density and thus its weight. The tighter it’s pressed together, the higher its density and therefore weight will be. This can vary from farm to farm depending on how they compress their hay into bales. The
moisture content of the air when baling takes place can also have an effect on a hay bale’s density and thus its weight. If there is too much moisture in the air, some parts of the grasses or legumes used for making up a particular type of feed may expand during compression, resulting in lower overall density and lighter weights per volume unit
compared to drier hays at similar compaction levels. Understanding the density of hay bales is important to accurately calculate their weight, but also how moisture content affects it as well. As we move on to the next heading, let’s explore how this factor impacts the overall weight of a hay bale. Key Takeaway: The mass of a hay bale is contingent on
its density, the force with which it has been packed, and the humidity at baling; all these elements can differ from farm to farm. Moisture Content Affects Hay Bale Weight A bale of hay can possess a range of weights, contingent upon multiple elements. One such factor is moisture content. Moisture content is an influential factor in the heft of a hay
bale, and thus should be kept in mind when buying or stowing it. The amount of water present in a hay bale will affect its overall weight significantly. If the moisture content is excessive, then it could lead to additional heftiness for the bale due to the presence of water, rendering it more massive than if adequately dried before baling. This means that
you could end up paying more for your hay if you don’t take this into account when buying or storing it. One way to find out the moisture content of hay is to employ either a handheld device or laboratory-based analysis such as NIRS. The NIRS method involves passing light through samples of dry matter and measuring how much energy is absorbed
by different components within them - including water molecules - which allows for accurate measurements of both dry matter and moisture levels in feedstuffs like hay. It is important to bear in mind that, even when the hay has been properly dried out, there may still be variations in weight due to differences between plant species used for haying
and individual plants within those species. For instance, alfalfa contains higher levels of protein than grasses which results in lower dry matter content and lighter weights per unit volume compared with heavier timothy or meadow fescue. Moreover, denser packing during baling can also lead to heavier weights per unit volume as opposed to less
dense packing techniques; these should thus be taken into consideration when estimating expected weights for each type of fodder stored on-site at any given time throughout the year. Key Takeaway: The heft of a bale of hay can differ drastically depending on the water content, and other elements such as type of vegetation used for haying and how
tightly it is compressed. It is important to take these into account when buying or storing hay. FAQs in Relation to How Much Does a Bale of Hay Weigh How much does a standard bale weigh? A standard bale of hay typically weighs between 40 and 60 pounds. The specific heft of a bale may differ, contingent on the hay kind, wetness level, and how
snugly it is compressed. Generally, the weight of one bale can range from 40 to 80 lbs., with a typical heft between 50-60 pounds. It’s important to remember that the actual weight may be slightly different than what is stated on the packaging or label due to variations in production methods. How much does a 2 string bale of hay weigh? The precise
heft may differ contingent upon the kind of hay, its dampness content, and how firmly it is bundled. A standard 2-string bale of alfalfa hay usually weighs around 50 pounds, while a 2-string bale of timothy or grass hay may weigh closer to 40 pounds. It’s important to note that these weights are approximate as some farmers may pack their bales more
tightly than others. How much does a 3x4 bale of hay weigh? A 3x4 bale of hay typically weighs between 900 and 1,100 pounds. The specific heft of the bale may fluctuate contingent on the kind of hay, its dampness content, and other components. Generally speaking, a 3x4 bale will weigh around 1,000 pounds when it is first harvested from the
field. As time passes and the hay dries out more in storage, this weight may decrease slightly. How heavy is a 3 string hay bale? A 3 string hay bale typically weighs between 40 and 60 pounds, depending on the type of hay. The weight can vary due to moisture content, size of the bale, and density of the hay. A single string bale is usually smaller than
a three-string bale and therefore lighter in weight. Hay quality also affects its overall weight; higher quality hay tends to be heavier than lower quality hay. Conclusion In conclusion, it’s important to understand the size and weight of hay bales when purchasing them. Different types of hay bales can vary greatly in terms of weight depending on their
density, moisture content, and plant species. Knowing how much a bale of hay weighs is essential for proper storage and transport as well as budgeting for your horse’s feed costs. Be sure to take into account all the elements impacting a bale of hay’s weight when questioning, “What is the heft of this particular type of hay?” Are you looking to become
more knowledgeable about horses? Are you a horse owner or rider and need help understanding the best way to care for your animal? Do you have questions about what type of hay is right for your horse, how much it should weigh, or other related topics? Look no further! Our Smarter Horse project provides comprehensive resources on all things
equine. We provide up-to-date information on tack, gear, training tips, health issues and more - so that every horse lover can be an informed one. Join us today in our mission of smarter horsey education! Last updated: August 16, 2023By: Miles HenryFact Checked My friends and I went to the feed store because we heard there was a good deal on
alfalfa hay bales. But it turned out that it was only the three-string bales on sale, and I wasn’t sure I could handle its weight. This led me to wonder how much hay bales weigh, not only square bales but also round ones. A standard two-string square hay bale weighs between 40 and 75 pounds; a three-string square bale weighs over 100 pounds and
some as much as 140 pounds; the average round hay bale weighs about 1,250 pounds, but their weight varies greatly from 563 to 1,584 pounds. The weight of hay bales can be challenging to determine because many factors, such as its size, moisture level, and density, influence a single hay bale’s total weight. Weight matters when loading, unloading
and storing your hay. Type of HayThree String Bale WeightTwo String Bale WeightRound Bale WeightAlfalfal10-140 pounds60 to 75 pounds5’x6” dia 1,200 to 2,000 poundsGrass Hay75-90 pounds40 to 55 pounds5’x6” dia 1,270 to 1,700 lbs This article is one of a series of articles on horse hay I wrote, the main article being: Horse Hay: An Owner’s
Guide. When we talk about hay bales, it’s not a one-size-fits-all situation. In fact, the dimensions of a hay bale can vary significantly based on several factors. Let’s dive into what these dimensions typically entail and the main influences that determine them. Definition of Hay Bale Dimensions Hay bale dimensions refers to the height, width, and length
of the bale. These dimensions can tell us a lot about a bale’s volume, which is key when planning storage, transportation, and even determining how much you’re getting for what you pay. For example, a standard small square bale might measure around 14" x 18” x 36", while a large round bale can span 5-6 feet in diameter! Equipment: The machinery
used to bale the hay plays a pivotal role in the end result. Different balers are designed to produce bales of specific sizes. Whether it’s a small square baler or a large round baler, each has its specifications that influence the bale’s final dimensions. Hay Type: Believe it or not, the type of hay being baled can influence dimensions. Some hays are
denser, like alfalfa, which might result in tighter, more compact bales. On the other hand, lighter hays like fescue or Bermuda might produce a slightly fluffier, larger bale for the same weight. Moisture Content: Here’s a crucial aspect - the moisture level of the hay when it’s baled. If hay is too wet, it can’t be compressed as much, leading to larger
bales. But be careful! Baling hay that’s too wet can lead to mold growth, making it unsuitable for livestock. On the flip side, overly dry hay may not hold its shape well and can result in looser bales. In essence, understanding hay bale dimensions isn’t just about numbers. It’s about appreciating the interplay of machinery, the type of hay, and its
moisture content, all culminating in the final product we see on farms and fields. So, the next time you come across a bale of hay, you’ll have a deeper insight into what went into making it that size! Ah, the classic square bale! For many, this is the iconic image that pops into mind when someone mentions hay. But there’s more to these rectangles of
dried grass than meets the eye. Square bales, also known as rectangular or small bales, have been a staple in agriculture for decades. They’'re designed to be easily managed, transported, and stored. Feed: Square bales are often used as a primary food source for a variety of livestock, including horses, cattle, and sheep. Mulching and Erosion Control:
In gardening or construction sites, these bales can serve as effective mulch, helping to prevent soil erosion and retain moisture. Ease of Handling: Their manageable size and shape make square bales preferable for small-scale farmers or those without heavy machinery. They can be moved manually, though it might require some muscle! Storage: The
uniform shape of square bales allows for easy stacking and efficient use of storage space. Common Dimensions of Small Square Bales: Typically, a small square bale measures about 14” x 18” x 36”. However, these numbers can vary based on the baler used and other influencing factors. Common Dimensions of Large Square Bales: These behemoths
can measure up to 48” x 48” x 96”. They’'re often used for commercial purposes and require machinery for handling due to their heft. Average Weights and Variations: A standard small square bale might weigh between 40 to 60 pounds, while the large square bales can tip the scales at 1,000 to 2,000 pounds or even more. Remember, these are
averages, and weights can vary depending on various factors. The robust and cylindrical round bale often dots the landscape of large farms and expansive fields. Its shape and size might make it seem unwieldy, but there’s a reason for its popularity. Round bales, distinguishable by their rolled appearance, became popular due to their suitability for
mechanical handling. These bales are created using specialized machinery that rolls the hay, wrapping it tightly into a dense bundle. Feeding Large Livestock Herds: Due to their size, round bales are often utilized on larger farms to feed herds of cattle or horses, especially during winter when pastures may be barren. Field Storage: A significant
advantage of round bales is that they can be stored outside without much protection. Their round shape and the way they’re typically wrapped mean that only the outer layer might be exposed to moisture, protecting the inner hay. Efficiency: For farmers with a lot of land, round balers can quickly process large volumes of hay, making the baling
process more efficient. Less Labor Intensive: Once baled, round bales can be moved, stacked, and transported using machinery, reducing the need for manual labor. Common Dimensions of Small Round Bales: While “small” in the context of round bales might seem ironic, these bales typically measure around 4 feet in width by 5 feet in diameter.
Common Dimensions of Large Round Bales: These larger variants can be quite impressive, often measuring about 5 to 6 feet in width by 5.5 to 6 feet in diameter. Average Weights and Variations: A small round bale might weigh anywhere from 500 to 800 pounds. In contrast, the larger ones can range from 1,100 to 2,200 pounds, sometimes even
more. However, these figures can vary based on several factors. 40lb bale of bermudagrass Whether you're a farmer producing hay, a livestock owner purchasing it, or someone with a keen interest in agriculture, understanding the nuances of hay bale weight is essential. The weight of a bale isn’t just determined by the amount of hay packed into it.
Several interconnected factors come into play, each contributing uniquely to the final weight of the bale. Let’s delve deeper into these aspects to gain a comprehensive understanding. Hay’s moisture content at baling time plays a crucial role in determining its weight. But it’s more than just about weight. When hay is baled at a higher moisture level, it
tends to weigh more due to the water content. While this might seem like a good thing (more weight = more hay, right?), it’s deceptive. You’'re actually carrying more water, not hay. Baling hay that’s too wet can also lead to mold growth within the bale, rendering it potentially harmful for livestock consumption. Moldy hay loses its nutritional value
and can be a health risk for animals. 60lb bale of Alfalfa hay. The machinery settings that determine how tightly hay is packed into a bale can directly influence the bale’s final weight. A bale that’s more compressed will, logically, contain more hay, making it heavier. It’s a bit like comparing a loosely packed suitcase to one that’s been filled to the brim
and zipped shut with effort. Tighter compression means the bale retains its shape better, making storage and transportation easier. However, too much compression might make the bale challenging to break apart when it’s time to feed livestock. The type of hay being baled also plays a significant role in determining the bale’s final weight. Some hays,
like alfalfa, have a natural density and moisture content that can result in a heavier bale compared to other grasses like Timothy or Bermuda. It’s essential to understand that a heavier bale doesn’t necessarily mean it’s more nutritious. Different hays have varying nutritional profiles. For example, while alfalfa might be denser and heavier, grasses like
Timothy could offer different nutritional benefits even if they weigh less. While the weight of a hay bale provides insight into its content and value, it’s crucial to understand the underlying factors that influence this weight. This knowledge ensures that both producers and consumers make informed decisions when dealing with hay. When it comes to
hay bales, both square and round, have their unique places in the agricultural world. They each bring a set of advantages and disadvantages to the table, especially when considering weight, dimensions, transportation, storage, and feeding efficiency. Let’s break down the two to see how they stack up against each other. Advantages: Consistent
Weight and Size: Square bales, especially small ones, tend to have more uniform dimensions, making it easier to estimate weight and nutritional content. Easy Manual Handling: The manageable weight of small square bales means they can often be moved without machinery. Disadvantages: Limited Size Options: Generally, square bales are limited to
small and large dimensions without much variation in between. Weight Limitation: Given their shape and design, there’s a limit to how much hay can be packed into a square bale before it becomes too unwieldy. Advantages: High Weight Capacity: Round bales can hold a significant amount of hay, making them more suitable for large-scale farming.
Flexible Dimensions: There’s a broader range of sizes available with round bales, from smaller rolls to the massive cylinders seen in commercial farming. Disadvantages: Weight Variability: Due to the rolling method and varying compression settings, round bales can have more weight variability. Less Suitable for Manual Handling: Even smaller round
bales can be challenging to move without equipment due to their shape and weight. Transportation: Given their uniform shape, square bales can be easily stacked on trucks or trailers, maximizing space. Storage: Square bales stack neatly in barns or storage sheds, allowing for efficient use of space. However, they are more susceptible to moisture
damage if stored outside without protection. Transportation: These bales often require specialized equipment or trailers for transport due to their size and weight. Storage: One advantage of round bales is their suitability for outdoor storage. The rounded exterior means only the outermost layer is exposed to moisture, protecting the inner hay.
Feeding Efficiency: Small square bales can be easily portioned out for individual animals or small groups. This is especially handy for horse owners or smaller herds. Usage: Given their consistency in weight, it’s simpler to calculate dietary needs based on the number of bales. Feeding Efficiency: Round bales are best suited for free-feeding larger
herds. Placed in a feeder or on the ground, livestock can feed directly from the bale. Usage: Due to potential weight variability, it might be harder to gauge the exact amount of hay being provided when using round bales. However, their larger size can reduce the frequency of feeding tasks. Both square and round bales have their merits, and the best
choice often depends on the specific needs of the user. Whether it’s the consistent, manageable nature of square bales or the robust, large-scale utility of round ones, each has a vital role in the agricultural landscape. I've always used square bales for my horses, and these are some of the reasons I find them advantageous: Square bales are more
efficient in terms of space used for storage; Square bales are easier to handle without equipment; It’s easier to monitor your horses’ hay using square bales; Square bales are fresher; Square bales are less likely to mold than round bales; I don’t use round bales for my horses, but these are some of the reasons horse owners prefer using round bales to
feed their horses’ hay: In the world of agriculture, the nuances of hay baling go beyond just storing fodder for livestock. The size, shape, and especially weight of hay bales can have significant implications for farmers, sellers, and even consumers. Let’s delve into the practical aspects surrounding hay bale weights. Pricing and Profitability: For sellers,
the weight determines the price. Underestimating the weight can result in significant losses, while overestimating might lead to disputes or dissatisfied customers. Nutritional Consistency: Livestock dietary needs are calculated based on hay weight. Inaccuracies can lead to overfeeding or underfeeding, impacting animal health and growth.
Transportation Costs: Shipping or transporting hay is often priced by weight. Knowing the exact weight can help in budgeting and ensuring profitability in the logistics aspect. Reputation and Trustworthiness: Consistency in weight and quality ensures trust between sellers and buyers, fostering long-term business relationships. 441b hay bale Regular
Calibration: Ensure that baling equipment is regularly calibrated. This ensures consistency in compression and, consequently, weight. Monitor Moisture Content: Invest in a good moisture meter. Baling hay at the right moisture content not only ensures consistent weight but also enhances hay quality. Standardize Processes: Develop a standardized
process for baling, from cutting to storage. This minimizes variations in bale weight due to external factors. Continuous Learning: Stay updated with best practices and new technologies in hay baling. The more informed you are, the better equipped you’ll be to maintain consistency. Proper Lifting Techniques: Especially for square bales, it’s crucial to
employ proper lifting techniques to avoid back and muscle injuries. Bend at the knees, keep the back straight, and lift with your legs. Use of Equipment: For heavier bales, especially large round ones, always use appropriate machinery like tractors with bale spikes or loaders. Never attempt to move them manually. Stability during Transport: Ensure
bales are securely fastened during transportation. A shifting bale can cause accidents or damage to the transporting vehicle. Safe Storage: Store bales in a manner that prevents them from rolling or falling. This is particularly vital for round bales, which can cause serious injuries if they roll onto someone. Wear Protective Gear: When handling hay,
use gloves to protect against cuts, and wear steel-toed boots to protect your feet from accidental drops. Understanding the practical implications surrounding hay bale weight is essential for anyone in the hay production or selling business. Ensuring accuracy, maintaining consistency, and emphasizing safety can lead to better profitability, smoother
operations, and enhanced trust in the market. Hay baling is a nuanced process with implications far beyond just storing fodder. The choice between square and round bales isn’t merely aesthetic but is rooted in practicality, efficiency, and need. To recap, square bales, often smaller and more manageable, provide consistent weight and size, making
them suitable for manual handling and precise feeding requirements. They’'re perfect for small-scale farmers or individual livestock owners who need to portion out feed systematically. On the other hand, round bales, with their potential for greater weight and variable dimensions, serve large-scale farming operations well. They’'re ideal for free-
feeding bigger herds and are built for outdoor storage, with their design helping shield most of the hay from the elements. Each bale type has its unique advantages and challenges, influenced by factors such as moisture content, compression, and the variety of hay. Beyond these factors, practical considerations like transportation, storage, safety, and
the very profitability of hay-selling hinge on understanding bale weights and their implications. As you navigate the world of hay baling, be it as a farmer, seller, or consumer, let your needs guide your choice. Whether you prioritize easy handling, feeding precision, storage efficiency, or bulk feeding, there’s a bale out there that’s just right for you.
Embrace the knowledge, make informed decisions, and choose the bale that fits not just your farm but also your vision. Below is a YouTube video of a bale of hay being weighed. The amount of square bales that equals a round bale depends on the size of each. Approximately 30 small square bales of hay equal one large 5’x6" diameter round bale. A
square bale of hay should last an average horse four days. .012 (percent of body weight) X 1,000 pounds (horse weight)=12 pounds (daily hay ration). Most square bales weigh 40 lbs. However, if you're trying to put weight on a horse, you may want to feed more. About the Author: Miles Henry Lifelong Horseman | Racehorse Owner | Published Author
Miles Henry brings over 25 years of hands-on experience training and owning Thoroughbred racehorses. Raised with Quarter Horses and Appaloosas, he’s spent a lifetime learning from horses—on the track, in the barn, and in the field. Today, he runs a small but successful racing stable in Louisiana and shares real-world insights on
HorseRacingSense.com, helping horse owners, fans, and bettors navigate the sport with confidence. Books: View Miles’s books on Amazon » Podcast Guest: Animal Tales Ep. 32 | YouTube Interview Newsletter: Sign up for racing tips and horse care advice » Follow Miles: Twitter | Facebook | YouTube Bale weight is critical in determining the price
of hay and transportation costs. Since there are lots of factors that can affect the total weight of a hay bale, it’s important to understand the basics. This guide will help farmers make a practical buying decision based on the market dynamics as it relates to hay bales in Australia. Hay bales vary in weight from 350kg for a 6x4x3 to 600kg for a 8x4x3.
Weight is also very dependant upon plant variety, moisture content and how tightly packed they were when baling. There are many different factors that affect the weight of Hay bales so we will take a closer look at each type below to more closely determine how much do hay bales weigh. A bale of hay is either square or round. The square-shaped
hay bale comes in small and large varieties; whereas, the round hay bale is mostly large. A 4x5 bale is a round bale and generally weighs between 270kg - 350kg depending on plant variety and moisture content. The dimension of a round bale is bale width by bale diameter or bale height. Based on the definition, a 4x5 bale represents a bale size of 4
feet wide and 5 feet in diameter. It is important to note that the weight of the 4 x5 bale of hay also depends on the type of fodder. For instance, a 4x5 bale will generally weigh 270kgs. Similarly, a legume hay bale may weigh up to 350kg. When buying hay, also keep in mind the moisture content. Under normal conditions, freshly baled hay carries 18%
to 20% moisture. It means that you also pay for the moisture, which may not benefit the animal nutritionally. Typically, stabilized hay only carries 8% to 9% moisture by weight. The density of the hay bale may also come into play. An average hay bale has a density of 9 lbs per cubic foot to 12 lbs per cubic foot. If the hay bale is compressed tightly, it
will weigh more than a standard hay bale giving you more value for your money. A large bale of hay can vary between 400kg - 650kg depending on plant variety and moisture content. If you're wondering how heavy are hay bales, remember that the size of the round bale can significantly impact its weight. As evident by the example, a one-foot
increase in diameter can change the entire dynamics of weight. Here is a table that highlights the typical weight of a large bale of hay: Bale Type Bale Size (L. x W x H) Bale Weight Square or Rectangular 6" x 4" x 3" 350kg Square or Rectangular 8" x 3" x 3" 400kg Square or Rectangular 8 x 4" x 3 600kg Round (W x D) 4" x 3" 100kg Round (W x D) 4" x 4’
250kg Small squares 850mm x 500mm x 350mm 20kg Baron Packs 21 x small square bales (Similar to 8 x 4" x 3") 420kg A 3x3x8 hay bale weighs 272 to 408 kilograms. In some cases, a hay bale of this size can even weigh over 453.6 kilos and up to 499 kilos depending on moisture content and the plant species. A small square-shaped hay bale is
usually 3 feet long and weighs between 18kg - 25kg. These are the most common small bales, which are seen lying in fields. Some small farmers prefer these bales due to their ease of handling. Since there is no standard size, it is also common to come across heavier varieties such as 3-wire bales. These are relatively small but are longer than 3 feet.
In most cases, such bales weigh between 30kg - 45kg. For export purposes, these small hay bales are sometimes palletized for easy handling and transport. The size is compressed to fit transporter needs but the weight remains the same. This is also sometimes referred to as “Baron Packs” which are detailed in the table above. Be sure to grab a
testing kit from us to check the moisture levels of your hay. The weight of hay bales generally differs depending on the type of forage. For instance, legume species such as Lucerne and clover are heavier due to the higher density of their content. On the other hand, grass species such as timothy, orchard grass, and ryegrass are lighter in weight. If all
the other factors are kept constant, legume species are 15% heavier than grass species. It means that two similar size bales of hay can differ in weight. A small three-string bale of Lucerne weighing between 30kg - 45kg is much heavier than a similar size three-string bale of grass hay as the latter weighs between 18kg - 25kg. Earlier, we touched on
how much dry matter the average bale of hay contains. Dry matter refers to the weight of the hay after its water content has been fully evaporated. If moisture is allowed to remain though, the hay will weigh more. How much heavier the hay depends on whether it’s stabilized or fresh baled hay. Stabilized hay undergoes the curing and drying
processes and will thus contain less moisture, anywhere from 8 to 9 percent. Fresh baled hay has not yet been dried, so it has more moisture than it does dry matter. The level of moisture may be as low as 18 percent up to 20 percent. If you had a 45-kilo bale of hay, to use a simple example, that contained 20 percent moisture, then drying it out would
reduce its weight to 36 kilos. Yet as you dry out hay, the math won’t always be so easy. That’s why farmers and other professionals in the hay industry will use a mathematical formula for calculating the weight of their hay before it dries and after. The formula is as follows: The weight of the hay before drying - the weight of the hay after drying/the
weight of the hay before drying = the moisture content (in percent) The last factor that can influence what your hay bales weigh is how dense the hay is. A standard bale might contain 4 kilos per cubic foot of weight due to density and up to 5 kilos. The more compressed the hay is (such as via a compressor or a related piece of equipment), the denser
it is. Most contractors now have access to High Density balers which increase compaction rates within the bales. This will mean your bales are going to be heavier although you will need less storage space in your shed as you will have fewer bales. See our article on how many bales per acre to gauge what this number will be. Weight is an important
factor to consider when buying or selling hay. Things like transportation costs and how you will store the hay will be impacted by weight constraints at the time. The weight of hay bales also tells the end user the quality of the hay and how dense a bale is. Hay is generally bought and sold by the tonne, so weights can give you an indication of what you
will get. See our full guide on hay bale sizes. The author is a beef cattle specialist for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension based in Overton, Texas. Knowing exact bale weights is advantageous when buying or selling hay and also when determining on-farm inventories.How many round bales of hay will your cows consume in a week? The answer will vary
depending on the size and stage of production of your cows, the quality of the hay, and, most importantly, the weight of the bales. It is better to think in terms of how many pounds of hay the cows will consume instead of how many bales they will consume. Bale weight can vary tremendously. Bale weight affects not only the number of bales that
should be fed but also the cost of feeding and transporting them. Round bales are described as bale width by bale diameter, or bale height. For example, a 5 x 6 bale would be 5 feet wide and 6 feet in diameter, and a 4 x 5 bale would be 4 feet wide and 5 feet in diameter. Density matters The table shows the effect that bale size has on weight by using
a 5 x 5 bale that weighs 1,100 pounds for comparison. If all bales had the same density, those of varying sizes would range in weight from 563 to 1,584 pounds. In addition to size, bale density also has a major impact on bale weight. Density, as influenced by tightness of wrap or bale compression, can vary considerably depending on operator
preference and the equipment being used. Most balers have a range of settings that allow the operator to increase or reduce wrap tightness and bale compression. Also, some balers can compress more tightly than can standard equipment; these types of balers are generally used for baling low-density forages like wheat straw. Whenever possible, hay
should be bought and sold by the ton instead of the bale. The importance of pricing hay by the ton is illustrated in the table. The fifth column shows what the price per ton would be, if all bales — regardless of weight — were priced at $45 each. The 1,100-pound bales would cost $81.82 per ton ($45 divided by 1,100 pounds equals $0.04091 per pound;
2,000 pounds multiplied by $0.04091 per pound equals $81.82 per ton). In comparison, the 880-pound bales would cost $102.27 per ton. Sample for nutrients In addition to cost per ton, also calculate the cost per pound of energy (for example, total digestible nutrients [TDN]) and protein. To determine nutrient content, sample each load or cutting of
hay and send it to a reputable lab for testing. The most appropriate analysis will depend on forage species, intended use, and laboratory experience, so consult with a nutritionist for specific testing recommendations. The cost per pound of nutrient can be determined with the following equations: a) 2,000 pounds multiplied by percent nutrient on an
as-fed basis equals pounds of nutrient per ton b) Cost per ton of hay divided by pounds of nutrient per ton equals cost per pound of nutrient For example, if a load of hay cost $90 per ton and contained 52.2 percent TDN on an as-fed basis, the cost per pound of TDN would be $0.125 as shown below: a) 2,000 pounds multiplied by 52 percent TDN
equals 1,040 pounds of TDN b) $90 divided by 1,040 pounds of TDN equals $0.087 per pound of TDN These equations can be used to calculate the cost per unit of TDN, protein, or any nutrients found in hay as well as other feedstuffs and supplements. Bale weight also affects how long it takes to feed and how frequently hay is put out. For example, a
1,300-pound cow eating 2.5 percent of its body weight would consume 32.5 pounds of hay per day. The last column in the table illustrates how many bales would be consumed by 30 cows per week. Would you rather feed 5.0 or 9.1 bales per week? Unfortunately, many areas of the U.S. are currently abnormally dry or in a drought, and long-term
forecasts are predicting below average rainfall for the next three to six months. Now is a good time to evaluate hay reserves and make plans if additional hay is needed. This article appeared in the January 2018 issue of Hay & Forage Grower on page 22.Not a subscriber? Click to get the print magazine Learn about the factors that affect the weight of
a round bale of hay, the average weights for different hay types, various weighing methods, and why accurate weight is crucial for feeding, storage, and pricing. Factors Affecting the Weight of a Round Bale of Hay Moisture Content When it comes to the weight of a round bale of hay, one of the most influential factors is the moisture content. Hay is
typically baled when it reaches a certain moisture level, which is crucial for proper preservation. If the hay is too dry, it can become brittle and lose its nutritional value, while hay that is too wet can develop mold or even catch fire during storage. Moisture content also affects the weight of the bale because wet hay is denser and heavier than dry hay.
Type of Hay Another factor that affects the weight of a round bale of hay is the type of hay being baled. Different types of hay have varying densities and nutritional values. For example, Timothy hay is known for its high fiber content and is often preferred for horses, while alfalfa hay is more nutrient-dense and is commonly fed to livestock. The type of
hay being baled will determine the weight of each bale, as well as its nutritional composition. Bale Density Bale density is another critical factor that influences the weight of a round bale of hay. Bale density refers to how tightly the hay is packed inside the bale. A denser bale will be heavier than a less dense one. The density of a bale is determined by
factors such as the baler’s settings, the compression applied during baling, and the type of equipment used. Farmers and hay producers strive to achieve the right balance of density to ensure that the bales are sturdy and easy to handle while maximizing their weight. Bale Shape The shape of the round bale can also impact its weight. Round bales can
vary in shape, from cylindrical to slightly flattened. The shape is influenced by the type of baler used and the amount of pressure applied during baling. A round bale with a more cylindrical shape will generally have a higher weight compared to a flatter one of the same size. The shape affects the density and distribution of the hay within the bale,
ultimately influencing its overall weight. Average Weight of Round Bales by Hay Type Here’s a table summarizing the average weight ranges of round bales for different types of hay: Hay Type Average Weight Range (lbs) Timothy Hay 800 - 1,200 Alfalfa Hay 900 - 1,300 Bermuda Grass Hay 700 - 1,000 Orchard Grass Hay 800 - 1,200 Timothy Hay
When it comes to round bales of hay, the weight can vary depending on several factors. One of the key factors that affects the weight of a round bale is the type of hay it contains. Timothy hay, for example, is a popular choice among horse owners due to its high fiber content and low protein levels. The average weight of round bales containing
Timothy hay can range from 800 to 1,200 pounds. However, it’s important to note that these weights are approximate and can vary depending on factors such as moisture content and bale density. Alfalfa Hay Alfalfa hay is another commonly used type of hay for round bales. It is known for its high protein content and is often fed to livestock such as
cows and goats. The average weight of round bales containing alfalfa hay can range from 900 to 1,300 pounds. Alfalfa hay is known to be denser compared to Timothy hay, which means that it can result in heavier bales. However, it’s important to consider other factors such as moisture content and bale shape when determining the weight of a round
bale containing alfalfa hay. Bermuda Grass Hay Bermuda grass hay is a warm-season grass that is commonly used for round bales. It is known for its high nutritional value and is often fed to horses, cattle, and other livestock. The average weight of round bales containing Bermuda grass hay can range from 700 to 1,000 pounds. Bermuda grass hay is
generally lighter compared to Timothy and alfalfa hay. This is because it has a lower density and may have a lower moisture content. However, it’s important to consider other factors such as bale density and shape when determining the weight of a round bale containing Bermuda grass hay. Orchard Grass Hay Orchard grass hay is a cool-season
grass that is commonly used for round bales. It is known for its high fiber content and is often fed to horses and other grazing animals. The average weight of round bales containing orchard grass hay can range from 800 to 1,200 pounds. Similar to Timothy hay, orchard grass hay can have varying weights depending on factors such as moisture
content and bale density. It’s important to consider these factors when determining the weight of a round bale containing orchard grass hay. Weighing Methods for Round Bales When it comes to determining the weight of round bales, there are several methods that can be employed. Each method has its own advantages and limitations, and the
choice of weighing method often depends on the available resources and the level of accuracy required. In this section, we will explore three common weighing methods: bale scale, livestock scale, and estimation techniques. Bale Scale A bale scale is a specialized weighing device specifically designed for measuring the weight of round bales. It
typically consists of a platform or cradle on which the bale is placed, and a load cell or strain gauge that measures the force exerted by the bale. The weight reading is usually displayed on a digital screen or can be connected to a computer for data recording. Using a bale scale offers the advantage of providing accurate and precise measurements of
the bale’s weight. This method eliminates the need for estimation or approximation, ensuring that the weight recorded is reliable. Bale scales are commonly used in commercial operations where accuracy is crucial for inventory management, pricing, and cost analysis. Livestock Scale Another method for weighing round bales is by utilizing a livestock
scale. Livestock scales are typically larger and more robust than bale scales, as they are designed to weigh animals. However, these scales can also be used to weigh round bales by employing a simple technique. To weigh a round bale using a livestock scale, the bale is first placed on the scale platform. The weight reading is then recorded. However,
it’s important to note that livestock scales are not specifically designed for weighing round bales, so the accuracy of the measurement may vary. Additionally, the size and capacity of the scale may limit the types and sizes of round bales that can be weighed using this method. Estimation Techniques Estimation techniques provide a practical
alternative for determining the weight of round bales when specialized weighing equipment is not available. These techniques rely on mathematical formulas and assumptions to estimate the weight based on easily measurable parameters such as bale dimensions and density. One common estimation technique is the use of average density values. This
method requires determining the average density of the specific type of hay being baled. The density is then multiplied by the bale volume to calculate the estimated weight. While this method provides a quick and convenient way to estimate the weight of round bales, it is important to note that it may not be as accurate as weighing methods using
specialized equipment. Another estimation technique is the use of online hay bale weight calculators. These calculators utilize algorithms that take into account various factors such as bale dimensions, hay type, and moisture content to estimate the weight of the bale. Online calculators can be a useful tool for those who do not have access to weighing
equipment or prefer a more convenient option. However, it is important to use reliable and accurate calculators to ensure the validity of the estimated weight. Common Round Bale Weight Ranges When it comes to round bales, there are different sizes and weights available depending on the type of hay and the method of baling. Understanding the
common weight ranges of round bales is essential for farmers and livestock owners who rely on hay for their animals’ nutrition. In this section, we will explore the common weight ranges of small square bales, large square bales, large round bales, and mini round bales. Small Square Bales Small square bales are popular among horse owners and
small-scale farmers because they are easier to handle and transport compared to larger bales. These bales typically weigh between 40 and 75 pounds. The weight of small square bales depends on factors such as the type of hay, bale density, and moisture content.AgraTronix 07120, HT-PRO Hay Moisture Tester with 20" Probe Small square bales
range from 40 to 75 pounds in weight. Easier to handle and transport compared to larger bales. Weight influenced by hay type, bale density, and moisture content. Large Square Bales Large square bales are commonly used in commercial farming operations where efficiency and convenience are paramount. These bales are larger in size, which means
they can hold a significant amount of hay. The weight of large square bales can vary between 800 and 2,000 pounds. Large square bales weigh between 800 and 2,000 pounds. Preferred for commercial farming operations due to efficiency and convenience. Can hold a significant amount of hay. Large Round Bales Large round bales are the most
common type of bale used in the agricultural industry. They are known for their durability and ability to withstand outdoor storage. These bales are cylindrical in shape and can weigh anywhere from 800 to 2,500 pounds, depending on the type of hay and bale density. Large round bales range from 800 to 2,500 pounds in weight. Durable and suitable
for outdoor storage. Weight influenced by hay type and bale density. Mini Round Bales Mini round bales, also known as small round bales or mini hay bales, are gaining popularity among hobby farmers and individuals with limited storage space. These bales are smaller in size compared to their larger counterparts, making them easier to handle and
transport. Mini round bales typically weigh between 40 and 300 pounds. Mini round bales weigh between 40 and 300 pounds. Ideal for hobby farmers and those with limited storage space. Easier to handle and transport due to their smaller size. In summary, the weight of round bales can vary significantly depending on the type of bale and hay. Small
square bales range from 40 to 75 pounds, while large square bales can weigh between 800 and 2,000 pounds. Large round bales, being the most common type, weigh anywhere from 800 to 2,500 pounds. Mini round bales, on the other hand, are smaller and lighter, weighing between 40 and 300 pounds. Understanding these weight ranges is crucial
for farmers and livestock owners to ensure they are providing the appropriate amount of hay for their animals’ nutritional needs. Calculating Hay Bale Weight Using Bale Dimensions When it comes to determining the weight of a hay bale, one method is to use its dimensions. By measuring the length, width, and height of the bale, you can estimate its
weight based on these measurements. However, it’s important to note that this method provides an approximation and may not be as accurate as other techniques. To calculate the weight of a round bale using its dimensions, you can follow these steps: Measure the length of the bale: Use a tape measure to determine the distance from one end of the
bale to the other. Make sure to measure along the longest side. Measure the width of the bale: Again, use a tape measure to find the distance from one side of the bale to the other. This measurement should be taken along the shortest side. Measure the height of the bale: Use a tape measure to determine the distance from the ground to the highest
point of the bale. Once you have these measurements, you can use a formula to estimate the weight of the bale. The formula typically used is: Weight (in pounds) = (Length x Width x Height) / Constant The constant value will vary depending on the type of hay and the desired unit of measurement (pounds or kilograms). For example, if you're working
with small square bales, the constant value might be 300. For large round bales, it could be 800. Keep in mind that this method assumes a uniform density throughout the bale, which may not always be the case. Factors such as moisture content and bale density can affect the weight of the hay. Using Average Density Values Another approach to
calculating hay bale weight is by using average density values. This method takes into account the type of hay and its known density to estimate the weight of a bale. Density is a measure of how tightly the hay is packed within the bale. Different types of hay have different densities due to variations in moisture content, leaf-to-stem ratio, and other
factors. For example, alfalfa hay tends to have a higher density compared to Timothy hay. To use this method, you'll need to know the average density value for the specific type of hay you’'re working with. This information can be obtained through research or by consulting with experts in the field. Once you have the density value, you can multiply it
by the volume of the bale to calculate its weight. It’s important to note that this method also has limitations. Density values can vary within a bale, especially if there are variations in moisture content or the presence of different plant materials. Additionally, the accuracy of the average density values relies on the quality of the data used to determine
them. Online Hay Bale Weight Calculators For those who prefer a more convenient and accurate way of calculating hay bale weight, online hay bale weight calculators can be a useful tool. These calculators utilize advanced algorithms and databases to provide accurate estimations based on various factors such as bale dimensions, hay type, and
moisture content. To use an online hay bale weight calculator, simply input the required information, such as the dimensions of the bale and the type of hay. The calculator will then process the data and provide an estimated weight. Using online calculators saves time and eliminates the need for manual calculations. Additionally, they often provide
more precise results by taking into account specific factors that affect the weight of a hay bale. However, it’s important to note that online calculators may have limitations as well. The accuracy of the results depends on the quality of the algorithm and the data used in the calculator. It’s always a good idea to cross-reference the results obtained from
an online calculator with other methods to ensure accuracy. Importance of Accurate Hay Bale Weight Feeding Efficiency Accurate hay bale weight is crucial for maintaining feeding efficiency in livestock operations. By knowing the exact weight of each bale, farmers and ranchers can ensure that their animals are receiving the appropriate amount of
hay to meet their nutritional needs. Overfeeding can lead to wastage and unnecessary expenses, while underfeeding can result in malnutrition and decreased productivity. Therefore, having accurate measurements of hay bale weight allows for precise portioning and better control over the animals’ diet. Storage and Transportation Considerations
Accurate hay bale weight also plays a significant role in storage and transportation considerations. When storing or stacking bales, it is essential to know their weight to prevent structural damage or collapse. Heavy bales at the bottom can compress lighter ones, leading to spoilage and decreased quality. By accurately weighing each bale, farmers
can arrange them in a way that ensures stability and prevents any potential hazards. Transporting hay bales is another area where accurate weight measurements are crucial. Overloading a truck with excessively heavy bales can pose safety risks, potentially causing accidents or damaging vehicles. On the other hand, underestimating the weight of
bales may lead to inefficient use of transportation resources, resulting in additional trips and increased fuel consumption. By knowing the precise weight of each bale, farmers and ranchers can optimize their transportation logistics, minimize costs, and ensure safe and efficient delivery of hay. Pricing and Cost Analysis Accurate hay bale weight is
essential for pricing and cost analysis in the hay market. Buyers and sellers rely on accurate weight measurements to determine fair prices and negotiate contracts. The weight of each bale directly impacts its value, and discrepancies in weight can lead to financial losses for both parties involved. For buyers, knowing the exact weight of hay bales
allows them to calculate the cost per pound or ton accurately. This information is vital for comparing prices between different suppliers and making informed purchasing decisions. Additionally, buyers can estimate the number of bales needed based on their livestock’s consumption and calculate the total cost of purchasing hay. On the seller’s side,
accurate weight measurements help in pricing hay bales competitively. By providing precise weight information, sellers can assure potential buyers of the quantity they are offering. This transparency builds trust and credibility in the market, leading to more successful transactions. Furthermore, accurate weight measurements enable cost analysis
for farmers and ranchers. By tracking the weight of their hay bales over time, they can assess their production costs, identify trends, and make informed decisions regarding their hay production operations. This information allows them to optimize their resources, adjust their pricing strategies, and improve overall profitability. In conclusion, accurate
hay bale weight holds great importance in various aspects of the agricultural industry. From ensuring feeding efficiency and proper nutrition for livestock to facilitating storage, transportation, pricing, and cost analysis, accurate weight measurements provide valuable information for farmers, ranchers, buyers, and sellers. By recognizing the
significance of accurate hay bale weight and implementing proper weighing methods, the agricultural community can enhance productivity, reduce wastage, and make more informed decisions for their operations. A round hay bale can weigh between 400-1700 1b (181-771 kg).A small hay bale of the size 4 ft x 4 ft (121 cm x 121 cm) weighs around
400-600 1b (181-272 kg), a medium hay bale can weigh anywhere between 720-950 1b (326.6-431 kg) of the size 5 ft x 4.5 ft (152 cm x 137 cm) and a large round bale with the size 5 ft x 6 ft (152 cm x 182 cm) can weigh around 1270-1700 lb (576-771 kg).An average bale of the size 4 ft x 5 ft (121 cm x 152 cm) weighs around 600-800 1b (272-363
kg).There are two types of hay bales, one is round and one is square.Two bales of hay of equal dimension or size can weigh differently depending upon their shape.Hay is a collective term for legumes, dried and cut grass, and other plants that can be used as a food supply for animals who graze such as sheep, cows, and horses. It is also fed to small
animals such as tortoises and rabbits.Hay is green and easy to chew on and this is why it is preferred by most farm animals. Bales are kept in bundles if they are large and are covered with plastic so that they stay green and healthy.If you enjoyed this article, why not also read about where are tomatoes from andhow much does an egg weigh?A two-
string square hay bale can weigh anywhere between 40-75 1b (18-34 kg). Three-string square bales weigh around 100 lb (45 kg), and some bales weigh around 140 1b (63.5 kg).The average round hay bale weight is about 1,250 1b (567 kg), but the weights can vary greatly between 563-1,584 1b (255-718.5 kg).It is difficult to measure because the bale
weight is affected by the moisture it contains and it's better to use a weighing scale to measure the weight of hay bales. The bales come in different sizes and densities.The factors that affect the bale weight of hay include whether they are round bales or square bales, bale density, bale size, and the moisture it contains.Two-stringed square bales with



the dimension or size (length x height x breadth) 36 in x 19 in x 16 in (91 cm x 48 cm x 40 cm) weighs around 40-75 1b (18-34 kg).Three-stringed square bales with dimension or sizes 44 in x 22 inx 15in (111 cm x 55 cm x 38 cm) weigh between 100-140 1b (45-63.5 kg).Half a ton of square bales with the size 6 ft x4 ft x 3 ft (182 cm x 121 cm x 91 cm)
weighs approximately 1,000 1b (453.6 kg).A full ton of square bales of the size 8 ft x4 ft x4 ft (243 cm x 121 cm x 121 cm) can weigh up to 2000 1b (907 kg).There are a lot of differences between round hay bales and square hay bales.The main difference between round bales and square bales is that round bales are easy to feed, while square bales
are labor-intensive and tough to feed farm animals.The tight compression of round bales makes it less vulnerable and that's why it's less prone to spoilage, while the loose compression of square bales if not stored correctly can easily get spoiled.Square bales, however, are more sturdy and stable compared to round bales, and they are easier to
transport.Round bales can roll around in trucks, making it difficult for transport. Round bales lack stability and that's why they are difficult to keep in storage compared to square bales.A typical round hay bale can weigh anywhere between 1200-1700 1b (544-771 kg).Alfalfa hay of round hay bales weigh around 1200-2000 1b (544-907 kg), a three-
string bale of alfalfa weighs approx 110-140 1b (50-63.5 kg) and a small two-string bale can weigh anywhere between 60-70 1b (27-31.8 kg). On the other hand, round hay bales of grass hay weigh around 1270-1700 1b (576-771 kg).A three-string bale of grass hay weighs around 75-90 1b (34-41 kg) and a small two-string bale weighs around 40-55 1b
(18-25 kg).The difference between alfalfa hay and grass hay is the protein content. Alfalfa hay has high levels of protein from 15-21% depending on when the alfalfa was diced, while the protein level of grass hay is 10%.A mature cow that is completely dependent on hay for all its forage will need hay that is 3% of its body weight which means it'll need
approximately 30 1b (13.6 kg) of hay every day.For all farm animals, hay is a primary source of protein and nutrients. It is necessary to feed them protein and all the nutrients according to their appetite and body weight. Below are some animals and the value of the percent of hay they need per day individually.Cow: 3% of their body weightSheep: 2%
of their body weightGoat: 2% of their body weightHorse: 2% of their body weightBeef steer: 1% of their body weightLlama: 3% of their body weightGiven below is the equation that considers the percentage of the animal's body weight and can determine what they need to consume in hay (dry matter) daily:Required percentage of body weight x
Weight of the farm animal x Number of days of 'feeding' = Amount of hay to balelf a horse or any other farm animal is losing weight, chopped hay with alfalfa or a mixture of high-quality grass hay and alfalfa should be fed. In 2020, round bales of hay that are very large cost around $75-90 per ton.Alfalfa bales of hay cost around $140-165 per ton.
Whereas, grass costs around $125-150 per ton.Average horses that rely on hay for all their forage consume 15-20 1b (7-9 kg) per day.An adult horse ideally will feed on between 2-2.5% of their body weight per day for healthy growth. Hay bales of premium quality can cost between $195-243 per ton, bales of grade one can cost between $152-229 per
ton, bales of grade two can cost between $116-137 per ton, and bales of grade three costs around $105-123 per ton.To convert the hay as fed or wet bale weight, divide the estimated dry matter weight by the percent of dry matter of the bale. Depending on the hay bale's size and bale density, the load varies. A baler is a piece of equipment or machine
that is used for making hay into bales.Hay bales feature a certain moisture content that affects their bale weight. Due to this, it is mostly very difficult to produce bales of identical weights. To measure the accurate bale weight and bale density of hay, it's better to use a weighing scale.Here at Kidadl, we have carefully created lots of interesting family-
friendly factsfor everyone to enjoy! If you liked our suggestions for how much does a round bale of hay weighthen why not take a look at when do acorns fall or how much can an ant lift?



