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My	dog	has	hookworms	should	i	get	tested

1	Be	on	the	lookout	for	diarrhea	or	vomiting.	A	hookworm	bites	into	the	bowel	wall,	which	can	cause	pain	and	stomach	cramps.	The	dog	is	also	likely	to	have	diarrhea	that	is	tinged	with	blood.[2]	Also,	if	there	is	bleeding	into	the	bowel,	by	the	time	the	blood	have	passed	along	the	gut	it	gives	the	feces	a	dark	color.	Some	dogs	may	also	vomit	from
hookworms,	and	this	could	contain	blood	as	well.	2	Look	for	signs	of	anemia.	The	blood	lost	into	the	bowel,	or	consumed	by	hookworms,	can	cause	anemia	in	the	host.	This	blood	loss	causes	the	dog	to	lack	energy	and	seem	extremely	tired.	The	anemia	can	also	become	life	threatening	in	cases	of	hookworm	that	are	left	untreated.[3]	If	you	lift	a	healthy
dog's	lip,	the	mucous	membrane	lining	the	mouth	should	be	a	healthy	pink	color.	However,	in	an	anemic	dog	the	gums	are	a	pale	pink	or	even	a	white	color.	3	Be	suspicious	of	stunted	growth	in	puppies.	In	puppies	with	a	heavy	infection,	the	hookworms	rob	the	puppy	of	nutrition.	This	causes	the	pup	to	grow	poorly	and	its	coat	is	likely	to	have	a	dull,
harsh	texture	and	color.[4]	However,	puppies	can	have	stunted	growth	for	a	variety	of	reasons.	If	your	puppy	does	not	seem	to	be	growing	in	size,	take	it	to	its	veterinarian	to	get	checked	out.	4	Pay	attention	to	coughs.	The	larvae	migrate	to	the	lungs	where	they	are	coughed	up	and	swallowed	down	into	the	gut	to	mature.	Therefore	you	may	notice
your	dog	has	an	intermittent	cough.	5	Notice	if	your	dog	has	itchy,	irritated	feet.	A	dog	that	was	kept	in	unsanitary	conditions	may	have	been	subject	to	larvae	migrating	through	the	skin	of	its	paws.	This	causes	intense	irritation,	so	the	dog	is	liable	to	chew	and	bite	at	its	feet.[5]	Remember,	though,	that	this	is	not	the	only	way	that	hookworms	enter
the	body,	so	a	dog	infected	with	them	will	not	necessarily	have	irritated	feet.	6	Be	very	suspicious	of	symptoms	in	puppies	that	have	not	been	treated	for	worms.	Puppies	should	be	treated	for	worms	starting	at	two	weeks	old,	with	additional	doses	every	two	weeks	for	two	months.[6]	If	your	puppy	has	not	gotten	these	treatments	then	it	is	more	likely
that	it	has	worms.	If	you	got	your	puppy	from	a	good	animal	rescue	or	humane	society,	they	should	have	at	least	begun	its	deworming.	If	you	got	your	dog	from	an	unverified	source,	such	as	from	an	online	want-ad	listing,	then	it	may	not	have	had	any	deworming	treatments	and	is	at	risk	of	infection.	1	Take	your	dog	to	the	vet.	If	you	notice	some	of	the
signs	of	a	hookworm	infection	then	you	should	get	your	dog	checked	out	by	a	vet.	The	vet	will	perform	a	thorough	physical	examination	to	assess	the	patient,	paying	attention	to	what	symptoms	the	dog	has	and	how	severe	they	are.	2	Bring	a	stool	sample	with	you.	If	the	veterinarian	suspects	a	hookworm	infection,	a	diagnosis	can	be	confirmed	on	a
fecal	flotation	test.	This	is	a	special	test	where	a	sample	of	feces	is	mixed	with	a	special	solution	and	the	hookworms	eggs	float	to	the	surface.	This	is	because	the	hookworm	eggs	are	less	dense	than	the	fluid	and	the	feces.[7]	A	clean	microscope	slide	is	then	touched	to	the	surface	of	the	special	solution	and	any	eggs	present	stick	to	the	slide.	This	is
then	examined	under	the	microscope	for	the	presence	of	hookworm	eggs.	This	test	is	liable	to	detect	a	positive	hookworm	infection	because	hookworms	pass	large	numbers	of	eggs	that	are	shed	regularly.	The	only	time	it	is	less	reliable	is	in	very	young	pups	when	the	larvae	have	yet	to	mature	into	the	adult	form	and	therefore	no	eggs	have	been
produced.	This	usually	takes	around	2	weeks,	so	if	one	negative	test	was	obtained,	a	second	test	2	-	3	weeks	later	should	prove	positive	if	the	pup	is	infected.	3	Follow	your	veterinarian's	suggestions	for	treatment.	The	good	news	is	that	hookworms	can	be	killed	with	a	wide	variety	of	deworming	medications.	However,	these	are	only	effective	against
adult	worms,	so	it	is	a	good	idea	to	repeat	dose	the	dogs	2	-	4	weeks	after	the	initial	dose.[8]	Because	of	the	greater	risk	of	puppies	being	infected,	it	is	advisable	to	treat	them	at	2,4,6,	and	8	weeks	of	age	with	a	product	suitable	for	use	at	this	age,	such	as	fenbendazole	(Panacur	or	Safeguard).[9]	1	Learn	about	hookworms.	The	scientific	name	for
hookworms	is	Ancylostoma.	They	are	a	small,	almost	microscopic	worm,	with	the	adults	being	a	maximum	of	3mm	long.	They	are	rarely	noticeable	in	a	dog's	feces	because	of	their	small	size,	and	because	they	grip	tightly	onto	the	bowel	wall,	so	they	are	not	passed	in	large	numbers.[10]	Hookworms	are	commonly	found	throughout	North	America.[11]
The	adult	worms	live	in	the	host's	small	intestine	where	they	anchor	themselves	to	the	gut	wall	with	hook-like	mouths.	The	appearance	of	their	mouths	under	a	microscope	is	why	they	are	named	hookworms.	2	Understand	how	hookworms	infect	dogs.	There	are	several	ways	that	dogs	can	get	hookworms.	Dogs	can	be	infected	while	they	are	growing
in	their	mother's	womb	or	are	nursing,	by	licking	contaminated	feces,	and	through	the	skin	of	their	paws.	Unfortunately,	hookworm	infection	is	prevalent	in	puppies.	This	happens	because	hookworm	larvae	that	are	dormant	in	the	mother	can	become	activated	when	she	is	pregnant,	migrate	to	the	uterus,	and	infect	the	puppies	in	the	womb.	Also,	the
larvae	migrate	to	the	mammary	glands	where	they	are	excreted	in	the	mother's	milk	to	infect	the	pups	when	they	are	suckling.[12]	Dogs	can	also	be	infected	orally	if	they	lick	feces	contaminated	with	hookworm	eggs.	This	is	likely	to	happen	if	groups	of	dogs	are	kept	in	dirty	conditions	or	they	walk	through	feces	and	then	lick	their	paws	clean.	Dogs
can	also	be	infected	when	larvae	migrate	through	the	skin	on	their	paws.	Again,	this	is	caused	by	living	in	unhygienic	conditions	and	being	exposed	to	contaminated	feces.[13]	3	Figure	out	why	hookworms	are	bad	for	your	dog.	Hookworms	suck	your	dog's	blood,	leading	to	blood	loss.[14]	One	of	the	reasons	that	the	blood	loss	is	so	extreme	is	because
hookworms	inject	an	anticoagulant	through	their	mouths	that	stops	a	dog's	blood	from	clotting.	This	means	the	dog	then	bleeds	continually	from	the	bite	mark,	even	if	the	parasite	let's	go	and	relocates.	This	blood	loss	can	be	life	threatening	for	puppies,	and	make	a	full-sized	dog	chronically	ill.	Hookworms	can	also	cause	your	dog	to	have	diarrhea	and
weight	loss.	Ask	a	Question	This	article	was	reviewed	by	Natalie	Punt,	DVM.	Dr.	Natalie	Punt	is	a	Veterinarian	and	the	Founder	and	CEO	of	mPet-	a	smart	phone	app	for	pet	owners	to	store,	manage	and	transfer	their	pets	medical	records	and	health	information.	She	specializes	in	small	animal	emergency	and	general	medicine	and	veterinary	practice
economics.	Dr.	Punt	holds	a	BS	in	Biochemistry	and	Molecular	Biology	from	The	University	of	California,	Davis,	an	MS	in	Biochemistry	from	The	University	at	Buffalo,	and	a	DVM	from	Western	University	of	Health	Sciences.	This	article	has	been	viewed	85,562	times.	Co-authors:	5	Updated:	May	13,	2024	Views:	85,562	Thanks	to	all	authors	for
creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	85,562	times.	SeventyFour/iStock	/	Getty	Images	Plus	via	Getty	ImagesHookworms	are	common	internal	parasites	in	puppies	and	dogs.	Hookworms	are	common	intestinal	parasites	found	throughout	the	United	States.	They	especially	thrive	in	warm,	moderately	moist	soil.Hookworms	are	so	small	that	you	typically
do	not	see	them	in	your	pup’s	stool,	which	allow	them	to	easily	go	undetected.Treatment	of	hookworms	in	dogs	requires	that	you	give	your	pet	a	deworming	medication	on	a	strict	schedule.	Hookworms	in	dogs	pose	a	serious	health	risk	to	pups	and	are	contagious	to	people.	Symptoms	of	hookworms	in	puppies	and	dogs	can	vary	from	no	signs	of
infection	to	severe	illness.	Hookworms	get	their	name	from	their	hook-like	mouth	parts,	which	they	attach	to	the	lining	of	your	dog’s	small	intestine,	and	from	their	bloodsucking	behavior.	These	parasites	are	so	small	(about	1/8	inch	long)	that	you	typically	do	not	see	them	in	your	pup’s	stool,	which	allows	hookworms	to	easily	go	undetected.	Click	here
to	download	this	medical	illustration.	If	your	pup	is	feeling	well,	hookworms	are	generally	not	an	urgent	issue;	however,	hookworms	can	be	deadly	in	puppies	due	to	the	blood	loss	that	results	from	them.	Hookworms	are	considered	a	medical	emergency	if	your	pup	is	showing	severe	signs	of	illness	due	to	blood	loss	and	malnutrition,	such	as:	Types	of
Hookworms	in	Dogs	The	most	common	type	of	hookworm	in	dogs	and	puppies	is	Ancylostoma.	A	less	common	hookworm,	Uncinaria,	is	generally	not	as	harmful	to	dogs.	Many	hookworm-infected	puppies	and	dogs	have	no	signs	of	illness	but	continue	to	spread	eggs	and	larvae	into	the	environment.	Symptoms	of	hookworms	in	dogs	can	include:	Young
puppies	become	infected	with	hookworms	when	they	ingest	larvae	while	nursing.	If	you	are	caring	for	a	pregnant	dog	or	nursing	mother,	ask	your	vet	about	deworming	her	to	stay	ahead	of	transmission	to	the	puppies.	Puppies	and	dogs	become	infected	by	ingesting	larvae	from	a	contaminated	environment,	by	eating	wildlife	infected	with	worms	or
eggs,	or	by	contacting	contaminated	soil	(since	larvae	penetrate	the	skin).	Infection	with	hookworms	can	occur	in	all	dogs,	young	and	adult.	Infection	rates	are	typically	higher	in:	Dogs	kept	outdoors	Dogs	who	frequent	dog	parks	Stray	dogs	Dogs	who	are	not	on	monthly	internal	parasite	preventative	Dogs	kept	in	crowded,	unsanitary	environments
Hookworms	are	found	throughout	the	United	States,	and	they	especially	thrive	in	warm,	moderately	moist	soil.	They	can	survive	in	soil	for	several	months	and	are	usually	killed	by	freezing	temperatures.	To	test	for	hookworms	in	dogs,	your	vet	needs	a	fresh	stool	sample	from	your	pup	that	you	bring	from	home,	or	they	can	get	a	sample	during	a
physical	examination	of	your	dog.	Your	vet	might	then	order	one	or	both	tests:	Fecal	examination	(also	known	as	fecal	centrifugation	and	flotation)—This	test	detects	microscopic	parasite	eggs	and	can	be	performed	in	the	vet	hospital	or	sent	out	to	a	reference	laboratory.	Fecal	antigen	test—This	test	detects	certain	proteins	from	intestinal	parasites
and	is	sent	out	to	a	reference	laboratory.	Even	if	you	highly	suspect	hookworms	in	your	pup,	your	veterinarian	will	likely	want	to	run	lab	tests	to	confirm	that	the	parasite	is	correctly	identified	and	to	check	the	number	of	eggs	in	the	sample	to	assess	your	dog’s	response	to	treatment.	The	tests	will	also	screen	for	other	worms,	since	a	dog	can	have
several	different	types	of	intestinal	parasites	at	one	time.	Treatment	of	hookworms	in	dogs	requires	that	you	give	your	pet	a	deworming	medication	on	a	strict	schedule.	To	treat	hookworms,	your	vet	might	prescribe	one	or	more	of	these	treatments:	Treatment	for	your	pup	can	vary,	depending	on:	The	severity	of	your	dog’s	infection	Your	dog’s	health
status	The	medication	dosage	The	formulation	and	frequency	of	treatment	your	veterinarian	prescribes	In	severely	affected	puppies	and	dogs,	deworming	treatment	is	combined	with	hospitalization	and	supportive	care,	including	electrolyte	and	fluid	therapy;	a	high-quality,	high-protein	diet;	blood	transfusions	if	needed;	and	additional	medications.
It’s	important	to	carefully	follow	the	directions	provided	by	your	vet	and	to	return	for	follow-up	visits	and	stool	tests	to	ensure	the	treatment	is	working	for	your	pooch.	Puppies	and	dogs	who	are	mildly	infected	with	hookworms	can	completely	recover	within	a	few	weeks	at	home.	Pups	who	are	severely	ill	might	be	hospitalized	for	several	days	and
require	more	intensive	treatment.	If	your	pup	has	diarrhea	or	low	appetite,	your	vet	might	recommend	a	gastrointestinal	probiotic,	such	as	FortiFlora	or	Proviable-DC,	to	aid	digestion	and	provide	immune	system	support.	The	best	prevention	for	hookworms	in	dogs	includes:	Regular	wellness	visits	with	your	veterinarian	Regular	deworming	Prompt
removal	of	stool	from	your	home	and	yard	Stool	testing,	needed	twice	a	year	for	adult	dogs	(depending	on	health	and	lifestyle)	and	four	times	a	year	for	puppies	and	newly	adopted	dogs	Monthly	parasite	prevention	(such	as	Simparica	TRIO)	year-round	for	life	Treatment	of	pregnant	and	nursing	dogs	with	deworming	medication	prescribed	by	your	vet
to	reduce	the	risk	of	transmission	from	mother	to	puppies	Hookworms	are	contagious	from	dogs	to	people.	People	can	become	infected	when	walking	barefoot	on	soil	or	sand	where	dogs	have	been	allowed	to	defecate.	Puppies	and	dogs	who	are	mildly	infected	with	hookworms	can	completely	recover	within	a	few	weeks	at	home	on	a	routine
deworming	schedule.	Pups	who	are	severely	infected	might	have	a	longer	and	more	involved	recovery.	Yes.	To	prevent	hookworm	eggs	from	contaminating	your	home,	promptly	pick	up	all	stool	immediately	after	your	dog	defecates.	Clean	your	home	completely	by	washing	all	bedding	(including	your	pup’s)	and	toys,	vacuuming	floors,	and	disinfecting
surfaces.	All	pets	in	the	house	need	to	be	on	monthly	year-round	parasite	preventative	and	routine	deworming.	Dinulos	J.	Cutaneous	Larva	Migrans.	Merck	Manual.	Revised	October	2023.	Hookworms.	Companion	Animal	Parasite	Council.	Updated	March	29,	2023.	Stafford	K,	Kollasch	TM,	Duncan	KT,	et	al.	Detection	of	gastrointestinal	parasitism	at
recreational	canine	sites	in	the	USA:	the	DOGPARCS	study.	Parasites	and	Vectors.	2020;13:	275.	Thornton	K.	Hookworms	are	becoming	resistant	to	treatment	–	what	now?	Veterinary	Practice	News.	Published	December	22,	2022.	How	to	Keep	Giant	Dog	Breeds	Healthy	at	Every	Life	StageTiffany	Tupler,	DVM,	CBCC-KADog	Diarrhea:	How	To	Identify,
Diagnose,	and	Treat	ItHow	to	Get	Rid	of	Worms	in	DogsVomiting	and	Diarrhea	in	PuppiesSign	up	for	weekly	pet	health	tips	and	insights	from	our	veterinarians.	There	are	three	kinds	of	canine	worms	that	can	make	a	home	in	a	human	host:	roundworms,	hookworms,	and	tapeworms.	The	first	two	are	the	most	common	culprits,	but	tapeworms	can	be
contracted	on	rare	occasions.	You	have	probably	heard	that	ringworm	can	also	be	passed	from	animals	to	people.	Ringworm,	however,	is	not	actually	a	worm,	but	a	fungal	infection.	If	your	dog	has	roundworms	living	in	its	intestines	(and	sometimes	there	are	no	outwards	signs	of	an	infestation),	the	eggs	will	be	excreted	in	the	dog’s	feces.	The	eggs
become	infectious	after	two	weeks,	at	which	point	they	become	a	problem	for	people.	The	eggs	may	stick	to	people’s	hands	or	feet,	or	can	even	be	ingested	on	occasion.	They	can	also	be	passed	directly	from	the	dog	to	a	person	if	the	dog	has	transferred	eggs	from	its	anus	to	its	mouth	while	cleaning	itself.	Roundworms	in	the	lungs	may	cause	the	host
human	to	develop	a	nasty	cough.	An	infection	in	the	eye	can	potentially	cause	blindness.	And	roundworms	in	the	intestines	have	the	potential	to	wad	up	into	a	ball	and	cause	a	blockage.	Long,	stringy	worms	may	become	visible	in	the	infected	person’s	stool,	if	the	condition	gets	bad	enough.	As	with	roundworms,	hookworm	eggs	are	found	in	dog	feces.
After	about	a	week	in	the	outdoors,	the	larvae	hatch.	If	they	come	into	contact	with	skin,	they	are	able	to	latch	on	and	burrow	into	the	new	host.	An	itchy	rash	at	the	point	of	penetration	is	the	most	obvious	of	the	symptoms	of	a	hookworm	infection.	Winding	red	trails	may	also	be	visible	as	the	worm	eats	a	path	for	itself	under	the	skin.	Severe	cases
may	cause	diarrhea,	and	can	lead	to	weight	loss	and	anemia.	There	are	several	types	of	tapeworm,	but	the	kind	that	most	commonly	afflicts	dogs	is	the	flea	tapeworm.	As	the	name	suggests,	flea	tapeworms	are	passed	along	to	dogs	if	the	dog	ingests	an	infected	flea.	The	same	thing	can	happen	to	a	person,	though	it’s	rather	rare.	Tapeworm	infections
often	produce	no	noticeable	symptoms.	It	may	be	possible	to	spot	tapeworm	segments	(they	break	up	into	pieces)	in	stool	as	they	are	passed	from	the	body.	If	symptoms	are	presented,	they	will	usually	take	the	form	of	digestive	issues	such	as	nausea,	diarrhea,	abdominal	pain,	and	weight	loss.	Two	other,	less	common	species	of	tapeworm,	Taenia	and
Echinococcus	can	also	be	contracted	from	eggs	found	in	dog	feces.	These	species	can	cause	the	formation	of	cysts	in	the	body,	typically	in	the	lungs	or	the	liver.	Known	as	hydatid	cysts,	they	have	been	known	to	measure	a	foot	or	more	across.	Plus,	wherever	dogs	or	other	animals	go	to	the	bathroom,	worm	eggs	can	be	left	behind	in	the	soil.	Certain
worm	larvae	(young	worms)	can	also	get	into	the	body	by	burrowing	into	the	skin.	Either	way,	dogs	can	be	at	risk	through	contact	with	contaminated	soil	long	after	the	poop	is	removed.	If	your	dog	is	ever	diagnosed	with	worms,	your	veterinarian	will	prescribe	a	deworming	medication	as	treatment.	If	youre	prescribed	a	dewormer,	its	imperative	to
follow	directions.	Not	all	dewormers	are	equal,	and	some	work	well	for	certain	parasites	and	not	others.	Most	must	be	repeated	at	specific	time	intervals	(often	2-3	weeks	apart)	to	be	sure	the	worms	are	completely	gone.	The	good	news	is,	weve	got	lots	of	options	for	parasite	control	these	days.	Preventing	worms	—	and	all	of	the	problems	that	could
come	with	them	—	can	be	very	simple.	Your	dog	can	pick	up	certain	types	of	worms	by	ingesting	a	smaller	animal,	such	as	a	mouse,	that’s	infected.	And,	your	dog	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	natural	hunter	for	this	to	happen	—	they	might	come	across	a	dead	animal	during	their	walk	and	try	to	pick	it	up	with	their	mouth.	A	common	example	is	the
roundworm,	which	normally	inhabits	the	digestive	tract	but	can	migrate	to	other	parts	of	the	body.	This	is	common	in	children	and	can	lead	to	blindness,	or	problems	with	internal	organs	such	as	the	liver,	lungs,	or	central	nervous	system.	How	does	my	veterinary	hospital	perform	fecal	parasite	testing?	Fecal	testing	must	be	performed	on	fresh	feces.
Your	veterinarian	may	have	you	bring	a	fresh	sample	from	home,	or	they	may	collect	a	small	sample	directly	from	your	dog’s	rectum.	A	fresh	fecal	sample	is	mixed	with	a	special	solution	in	a	vial	and	either	centrifuged	(spun	at	high	speeds)	or	allowed	to	sit	undisturbed	for	a	predetermined	period	of	time.	The	purpose	of	centrifugation	or	undisturbed
fecal	flotation	is	to	isolate	parasite	eggs	at	the	top	of	the	vial.	The	material	that	rises	to	the	top	of	the	vial	is	then	examined	under	the	microscope,	to	look	for	the	presence	of	worm	eggs	and	other	microscopic	parasites.	In	some	cases,	your	veterinarian	may	also	perform	a	fecal	smear.	This	involves	placing	a	small	amount	of	your	dog’s	feces	on	a
microscope	slide	and	examining	it	directly	under	the	microscope,	without	any	special	processing.	Fecal	smears	are	primarily	used	to	diagnose	Giardia,	although	they	can	also	be	used	to	obtain	other	information	about	your	dog’s	intestinal	health.	Intestinal	worms	in	puppies!	How	to	diagnose	and	treat	roundworms	in	the	puppy.	The	question	of
whether	or	not	your	dog	can	give	you	worms	(or	any	disease	or	infection,	for	that	matter)	is	a	very	good	one.	We	give	our	dogs	all	manner	of	pills	and	tablets	to	help	them	ward	off	parasites,	but	we	do	nothing	for	ourselves.	Is	that	because	they’re	not	a	problem	for	humans,	or	should	we	be	more	concerned?	If	you're	a	pet	owner,	you	understand	the
importance	of	keeping	your	furry	friend	healthy	and	happy.	However,	sometimes	unexpected	health	issues	can	arise,	such	as	hookworms.	Hookworms	are	a	common	parasite	that	can	infect	dogs,	causing	a	range	of	symptoms	including	diarrhea,	weight	loss,	and	anemia.	If	you	suspect	that	your	dog	has	hookworms,	you	may	be	wondering	whether	you
should	get	tested.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	answer	to	that	question	and	provide	you	with	valuable	information	on	this	topic.	Hookworms	are	intestinal	parasites	that	can	be	found	in	dogs,	cats,	and	even	humans.	These	parasites	attach	themselves	to	the	lining	of	the	intestines	and	feed	on	blood,	which	can	lead	to	anemia	and	other	health
issues.	Hookworms	are	typically	spread	through	contact	with	infected	feces	or	contaminated	soil.	Dogs	can	become	infected	by	ingesting	the	larvae	or	through	skin	contact	with	contaminated	soil.	As	a	responsible	pet	owner,	it's	important	to	be	aware	of	the	signs	of	hookworm	infection	in	dogs.	Some	common	symptoms	include	diarrhea,	vomiting,
weight	loss,	lethargy,	and	a	dull	coat.	If	you	notice	any	of	these	symptoms	in	your	dog,	it's	important	to	consult	with	your	veterinarian	for	a	proper	diagnosis	and	treatment	plan.	One	of	the	first	steps	in	diagnosing	hookworm	infection	in	dogs	is	to	have	a	fecal	test	done.	This	test	can	detect	the	presence	of	hookworm	eggs	in	your	dog's	feces,
confirming	the	presence	of	the	parasite.	If	your	dog	tests	positive	for	hookworms,	your	veterinarian	will	prescribe	a	deworming	medication	to	eliminate	the	parasites	from	your	dog's	system.	But	what	about	getting	yourself	tested	if	your	dog	has	hookworms?	Should	you	be	concerned	about	your	own	health?	According	to	Dr.	Smith,	a	veterinarian
specializing	in	parasitology,	“While	it	is	rare	for	dogs	to	pass	hookworms	on	to	humans,	it	is	still	important	to	practice	good	hygiene	when	handling	your	pet	and	cleaning	up	after	them.	If	you	are	concerned	about	your	own	health,	consult	with	your	healthcare	provider	for	further	guidance.”	In	addition	to	the	potential	health	risks	to	humans,
hookworm	infection	in	dogs	can	have	serious	consequences	if	left	untreated.	Dr.	Jones,	a	veterinarian	with	years	of	experience	treating	hookworm	infections,	explains,	“Hookworms	can	cause	significant	damage	to	a	dog's	intestines	and	lead	to	severe	anemia	if	not	treated	promptly.	It's	important	to	follow	your	veterinarian's	recommendations	for
deworming	and	prevention	to	keep	your	pet	healthy.”	As	with	any	health	issue,	there	are	common	concerns	that	pet	owners	may	have	when	it	comes	to	hookworm	infection	in	dogs.	Here	are	14	common	concerns	and	answers	related	to	this	topic:	1.	Can	hookworms	be	prevented	in	dogs?	Yes,	hookworm	infection	can	be	prevented	through	regular
deworming	and	good	hygiene	practices.	2.	How	often	should	my	dog	be	tested	for	hookworms?	It	is	recommended	to	have	your	dog	tested	for	hookworms	at	least	once	a	year,	or	more	frequently	if	they	are	at	a	higher	risk.	3.	Can	hookworms	be	transmitted	to	other	pets	in	the	household?	Yes,	hookworms	can	be	spread	to	other	pets	through	contact
with	contaminated	feces	or	soil.	4.	What	are	the	treatment	options	for	hookworm	infection	in	dogs?	Treatment	typically	involves	a	deworming	medication	prescribed	by	your	veterinarian.	5.	Are	there	any	side	effects	of	deworming	medication?	Some	dogs	may	experience	mild	side	effects	such	as	vomiting	or	diarrhea,	but	these	are	usually	temporary.	6.
Can	hookworms	affect	a	dog's	behavior?	Severe	hookworm	infections	can	cause	lethargy	and	weakness	in	dogs,	affecting	their	behavior.	7.	Are	there	any	natural	remedies	for	treating	hookworm	infection	in	dogs?	While	some	pet	owners	may	turn	to	natural	remedies,	it	is	important	to	consult	with	your	veterinarian	for	the	most	effective	treatment.	8.
Can	indoor	dogs	get	hookworms?	Yes,	indoor	dogs	can	still	get	hookworms	if	they	come	into	contact	with	contaminated	soil	or	feces.	9.	Can	puppies	get	hookworms	from	their	mother?	Yes,	puppies	can	become	infected	with	hookworms	from	their	mother	either	in	utero	or	through	nursing.	10.	Can	humans	get	hookworms	from	dogs?	While	it	is	rare,
humans	can	potentially	get	hookworms	from	dogs	through	skin	contact	with	contaminated	soil.	11.	Can	hookworms	cause	long-term	health	issues	in	dogs?	Severe	hookworm	infections	can	lead	to	chronic	anemia	and	intestinal	damage	if	left	untreated.	12.	Can	hookworms	be	transmitted	through	grooming	or	petting?	While	hookworms	are	typically
spread	through	ingestion	or	skin	contact	with	contaminated	soil,	it	is	still	important	to	practice	good	hygiene	when	handling	your	pet.	13.	Can	hookworms	be	detected	through	a	blood	test?	While	hookworms	are	typically	diagnosed	through	a	fecal	test,	blood	tests	can	sometimes	detect	the	presence	of	the	parasite	in	a	dog's	system.	14.	Can
hookworms	be	prevented	through	regular	cleaning	of	the	dog's	living	area?	Regular	cleaning	of	your	dog's	living	area	can	help	reduce	the	risk	of	hookworm	infection,	but	it	is	still	important	to	follow	a	deworming	and	prevention	plan	recommended	by	your	veterinarian.	In	conclusion,	if	you	suspect	that	your	dog	has	hookworms,	it	is	important	to
consult	with	your	veterinarian	for	a	proper	diagnosis	and	treatment	plan.	While	the	risk	of	humans	contracting	hookworms	from	dogs	is	low,	it	is	still	important	to	practice	good	hygiene	and	follow	your	veterinarian's	recommendations	for	deworming	and	prevention.	By	staying	informed	and	proactive	about	your	pet's	health,	you	can	help	keep	them
safe	and	healthy	for	years	to	come.


