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This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchased	products	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	See	my	full	disclosure	here.	Here	are	11	ideas	to	celebrate	your	pastor,	perfect	for	your	small	church	–	whether	it’s	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	a	birthday,	or	any	time	of	the	year.	Whether	you	are	in	a	church	of	10	or
100,	appreciating	your	pastor	is	easier	than	you	think.	There’s	no	reason	to	stress	out	or	get	overwhelmed	searching	the	internet	for	dozens	of	ideas	that	won’t	work	in	your	small	church.	These	11	ideas	are	perfect	for	any	size	congregation.	Choose	one	or	choose	them	all	and	scatter	them	throughout	the	month	or	all	year	long.	Pastors	have
challenging	jobs,	and	they	are	put	in	tough	positions	more	than	most	people	know.	Many	people	in	a	congregation	don’t	realize	the	stress	and	pressures	that	pastors	feel	–	in	fact,	some	think	your	pastor	only	works	one	day	a	week!	Celebrating	your	pastor	gives	everyone	an	opportunity	to	share	their	love	and	thankfulness.	It	also	can	be	the	boost	your
pastor	needs	to	press	on	and	accept	the	next	challenge.		While	the	second	Sunday	in	October	is	recognized	as	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	you	can	celebrate	your	pastor	on	any	holiday,	birthdays,	or	all	year	long!	Some	congregations	choose	to	celebrate	for	the	full	month	of	October,	with	different	things	happening	each	week.	Here’s	a	list	of	ideas	for
small	churches	that	don’t	…	Require	a	huge	budget	Need	a	lot	of	planning	Need	a	big	congregation	Whether	you	choose	one	or	more	of	the	ideas	below,	be	sure	to	take	time	to	promote	your	ideas	well.	Getting	the	word	out	(maybe	even	secretly!)	to	your	congregation	members	will	increase	participation	and	excitement!	Instead	of	just	encouraging
people	to	send	cards,	make	it	super	easy	by	giving	everyone	a	head	start	and	providing	the	cards	and	an	instant	way	to	deliver	them.	Start	early	in	the	month	for	better	results!	Place	an	empty	basket	as	well	as	small	piles	of	thank	you	cards	and	envelopes	on	a	table	in	your	church	lobby.	Packs	of	cards	are	fairly	inexpensive.	Dollar	stores	sell	them	in
packs	of	6	or	8	for	$1.	Encourage	your	congregation	members	to	take	a	card,	write	a	note	of	appreciation	to	your	pastor,	and	then	return	it	to	the	basket.	On	the	last	Sunday	of	the	month,	give	your	pastor	the	basket	filled	with	the	cards.	Print	out	a	31-day	calendar	with	no	month	listed	(or	draw	one	on	a	piece	of	poster	board).	Ask	congregation
members	to	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor	&	family	once	a	month,	on	a	given	date.	People	put	their	initials	on	the	date	that	they	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor;	they	can	choose	more	than	one	day	if	they	want.	Present	the	calendar	to	your	pastor,	letting	him	know	that	your	congregation	cares	about	him	and	covers	him	in	prayer.	(Hopefully,	on
each	date	you	have	at	least	one	person	praying.)	Present	this	to	your	pastor	during	a	church	service.	Put	these	items	in	a	small	box	with	the	following	explanations:	Pack	of	lifesavers:	for	the	times	you	were	a	lifesaver	to	me.	Gum:	because	you	help	everyone	stick	together.	Rubber	door	stop:	because	your	door	is	always	open	to	us.	Hershey	kisses:	to
remind	you	that	your	church	loves	you.	Rubber	band:	because	you	challenge	us	to	stretch	and	grow.	Puzzle	piece:	because	you	are	an	important	piece	of	what	God	is	doing	at	our	church.	Cotton	ball:	to	soften	any	rough	times	ahead.	Encourage	congregation	members	to	bring	in	a	future	meal	for	the	pastor	&	family.	Ideas	include	restaurant	gift	cards,
pre-made	frozen	meals,	or	a	basket	filled	with	everything	needed	to	make	the	dinner	(box	of	pasta,	jar	of	sauce,	cans	of	vegetables,	box	of	Bisquick	for	biscuits,	box	of	cookies,	jar	of	applesauce).	Use	either	a	small	live	tree,	a	fake	tree,	or	“plant”	a	stick	with	several	branches	in	a	bucket	of	sand	and	rocks.		Ask	congregation	members	to	bring	in	gift
cards	of	any	denomination	–	even	$5	coffee	cards	or	hamburger	cards.	Clip	them	to	the	“tree”	with	mini	binder	clips	or	paper	clips.		Either	keep	this	a	secret	or	have	it	in	your	welcome	area	at	church	for	people	to	add	their	gift	cards.		Allow	2	or	3	weeks	for	people	to	bring	in	cards.	Then	present	it	to	your	pastor	during	the	church	service.	(Special
note	about	gift	cards:	Some	people	feel	that	a	$5	gift	card	is	of	little	value.	Just	let	them	know	that	if	4	people	each	bought	a	$5	gift	card,	that	would	be	worth	$20.	A	gift	card	of	any	amount	is	appreciated.)	Members	should	feel	free	to	bring	a	card	or	gift,	but	it	is	not	required.	Thank	you	for	your	“fruitful”	leadership	–	fruit	tray	We	“Do-nut”	know	what
you’d	do	without	him	–	box	of	doughnuts	You	make	a	“Mound”	of	difference	in	our	church	–	Mounds	candy	bar	We	want	“S’more”	of	your	good	teachings	–	sandwich	baggies	with	a	small	chocolate	bar,	marshmallows,	and	2	graham	crackers	Your	“commit-mint”	to	our	church	is	appreciated”	–	bowl	of	mints	Thank	you	for	helping	us	“grow”	–	make	this
a	sign	and	put	it	in	a	plant	Give	awards	for	the	best	smile,	funniest	joke,	best	sermon,	snazziest	dressed	pastor,	etc.	ALL	awards	go	to	the	pastor!	Be	creative	and	create	an	award	for	anything	wonderful	or	great	about	your	pastor.	Make	certificates,	trophies,	medals,	or	prizes	to	go	with	each	category.		Ask	a	youth	group,	men’s	group,	or	any	other
group,	to	create	coupons	for	a	themed	workday	like	“outside	workday	at	the	pastor’s	house”	to	do	yard	work,	trim	bushes,	sweep	the	walk,	etc.	Hand-made	cards	from	KidsChurch,	youth	group,	other	ministries,	or	families	in	your	church	will	always	mean	a	great	deal!	Create	an	All-About-You	Basket	filled	with	the	pastor’s	favorites:	favorite	candy,
favorite	cookies,	favorite	snacks,	wall	art	of	favorite	Bible	verse,	something	to	support	his	hobbies	(guitar	picks,	fishing	lures,	bookmarks,	golf	balls,	etc.),	a	bag	of	his	favorite	brand	of	coffee,	or	gift	cards	to	his	favorite	restaurant	or	coffee	shop.	Schedule	parishioners	so	that	each	day	of	the	month	at	least	one	person	mails	a	card	to	the	pastor.	Don’t
limit	the	cards;	if	one	family	wants	to	send	a	card	every	week	or	a	card	each	day,	welcome	the	idea!	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	ideas.	If	you	have	other	great	ideas,	leave	your	favorite	ideas	in	the	comments	below	–	maybe	you’ll	see	them	in	a	future	post!	Looking	For	Other	Appreciation	Ideas?	Check	Out	…	A	Thank	You	Your	Volunteers	Will
Appreciate	22	Ideas	To	Appreciate	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Or	First	Lady	Reaching	Moms	At	VBS	(Perfect	For	Any	Outreach	Event)	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchased	products	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	See	my	full	disclosure	here.	Here	are	11	ideas	to	celebrate	your	pastor,	perfect	for	your
small	church	–	whether	it’s	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	a	birthday,	or	any	time	of	the	year.	Whether	you	are	in	a	church	of	10	or	100,	appreciating	your	pastor	is	easier	than	you	think.	There’s	no	reason	to	stress	out	or	get	overwhelmed	searching	the	internet	for	dozens	of	ideas	that	won’t	work	in	your	small	church.	These	11	ideas	are	perfect	for	any	size
congregation.	Choose	one	or	choose	them	all	and	scatter	them	throughout	the	month	or	all	year	long.	Pastors	have	challenging	jobs,	and	they	are	put	in	tough	positions	more	than	most	people	know.	Many	people	in	a	congregation	don’t	realize	the	stress	and	pressures	that	pastors	feel	–	in	fact,	some	think	your	pastor	only	works	one	day	a	week!
Celebrating	your	pastor	gives	everyone	an	opportunity	to	share	their	love	and	thankfulness.	It	also	can	be	the	boost	your	pastor	needs	to	press	on	and	accept	the	next	challenge.		While	the	second	Sunday	in	October	is	recognized	as	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	you	can	celebrate	your	pastor	on	any	holiday,	birthdays,	or	all	year	long!	Some	congregations
choose	to	celebrate	for	the	full	month	of	October,	with	different	things	happening	each	week.	Here’s	a	list	of	ideas	for	small	churches	that	don’t	…	Require	a	huge	budget	Need	a	lot	of	planning	Need	a	big	congregation	Whether	you	choose	one	or	more	of	the	ideas	below,	be	sure	to	take	time	to	promote	your	ideas	well.	Getting	the	word	out	(maybe
even	secretly!)	to	your	congregation	members	will	increase	participation	and	excitement!	Instead	of	just	encouraging	people	to	send	cards,	make	it	super	easy	by	giving	everyone	a	head	start	and	providing	the	cards	and	an	instant	way	to	deliver	them.	Start	early	in	the	month	for	better	results!	Place	an	empty	basket	as	well	as	small	piles	of	thank	you
cards	and	envelopes	on	a	table	in	your	church	lobby.	Packs	of	cards	are	fairly	inexpensive.	Dollar	stores	sell	them	in	packs	of	6	or	8	for	$1.	Encourage	your	congregation	members	to	take	a	card,	write	a	note	of	appreciation	to	your	pastor,	and	then	return	it	to	the	basket.	On	the	last	Sunday	of	the	month,	give	your	pastor	the	basket	filled	with	the
cards.	Print	out	a	31-day	calendar	with	no	month	listed	(or	draw	one	on	a	piece	of	poster	board).	Ask	congregation	members	to	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor	&	family	once	a	month,	on	a	given	date.	People	put	their	initials	on	the	date	that	they	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor;	they	can	choose	more	than	one	day	if	they	want.	Present	the
calendar	to	your	pastor,	letting	him	know	that	your	congregation	cares	about	him	and	covers	him	in	prayer.	(Hopefully,	on	each	date	you	have	at	least	one	person	praying.)	Present	this	to	your	pastor	during	a	church	service.	Put	these	items	in	a	small	box	with	the	following	explanations:	Pack	of	lifesavers:	for	the	times	you	were	a	lifesaver	to	me.	Gum:
because	you	help	everyone	stick	together.	Rubber	door	stop:	because	your	door	is	always	open	to	us.	Hershey	kisses:	to	remind	you	that	your	church	loves	you.	Rubber	band:	because	you	challenge	us	to	stretch	and	grow.	Puzzle	piece:	because	you	are	an	important	piece	of	what	God	is	doing	at	our	church.	Cotton	ball:	to	soften	any	rough	times	ahead.
Encourage	congregation	members	to	bring	in	a	future	meal	for	the	pastor	&	family.	Ideas	include	restaurant	gift	cards,	pre-made	frozen	meals,	or	a	basket	filled	with	everything	needed	to	make	the	dinner	(box	of	pasta,	jar	of	sauce,	cans	of	vegetables,	box	of	Bisquick	for	biscuits,	box	of	cookies,	jar	of	applesauce).	Use	either	a	small	live	tree,	a	fake
tree,	or	“plant”	a	stick	with	several	branches	in	a	bucket	of	sand	and	rocks.		Ask	congregation	members	to	bring	in	gift	cards	of	any	denomination	–	even	$5	coffee	cards	or	hamburger	cards.	Clip	them	to	the	“tree”	with	mini	binder	clips	or	paper	clips.		Either	keep	this	a	secret	or	have	it	in	your	welcome	area	at	church	for	people	to	add	their	gift
cards.		Allow	2	or	3	weeks	for	people	to	bring	in	cards.	Then	present	it	to	your	pastor	during	the	church	service.	(Special	note	about	gift	cards:	Some	people	feel	that	a	$5	gift	card	is	of	little	value.	Just	let	them	know	that	if	4	people	each	bought	a	$5	gift	card,	that	would	be	worth	$20.	A	gift	card	of	any	amount	is	appreciated.)	Members	should	feel
free	to	bring	a	card	or	gift,	but	it	is	not	required.	Thank	you	for	your	“fruitful”	leadership	–	fruit	tray	We	“Do-nut”	know	what	you’d	do	without	him	–	box	of	doughnuts	You	make	a	“Mound”	of	difference	in	our	church	–	Mounds	candy	bar	We	want	“S’more”	of	your	good	teachings	–	sandwich	baggies	with	a	small	chocolate	bar,	marshmallows,	and	2
graham	crackers	Your	“commit-mint”	to	our	church	is	appreciated”	–	bowl	of	mints	Thank	you	for	helping	us	“grow”	–	make	this	a	sign	and	put	it	in	a	plant	Give	awards	for	the	best	smile,	funniest	joke,	best	sermon,	snazziest	dressed	pastor,	etc.	ALL	awards	go	to	the	pastor!	Be	creative	and	create	an	award	for	anything	wonderful	or	great	about	your
pastor.	Make	certificates,	trophies,	medals,	or	prizes	to	go	with	each	category.		Ask	a	youth	group,	men’s	group,	or	any	other	group,	to	create	coupons	for	a	themed	workday	like	“outside	workday	at	the	pastor’s	house”	to	do	yard	work,	trim	bushes,	sweep	the	walk,	etc.	Hand-made	cards	from	KidsChurch,	youth	group,	other	ministries,	or	families	in
your	church	will	always	mean	a	great	deal!	Create	an	All-About-You	Basket	filled	with	the	pastor’s	favorites:	favorite	candy,	favorite	cookies,	favorite	snacks,	wall	art	of	favorite	Bible	verse,	something	to	support	his	hobbies	(guitar	picks,	fishing	lures,	bookmarks,	golf	balls,	etc.),	a	bag	of	his	favorite	brand	of	coffee,	or	gift	cards	to	his	favorite
restaurant	or	coffee	shop.	Schedule	parishioners	so	that	each	day	of	the	month	at	least	one	person	mails	a	card	to	the	pastor.	Don’t	limit	the	cards;	if	one	family	wants	to	send	a	card	every	week	or	a	card	each	day,	welcome	the	idea!	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	ideas.	If	you	have	other	great	ideas,	leave	your	favorite	ideas	in	the	comments	below	–
maybe	you’ll	see	them	in	a	future	post!	Looking	For	Other	Appreciation	Ideas?	Check	Out	…	A	Thank	You	Your	Volunteers	Will	Appreciate	22	Ideas	To	Appreciate	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Or	First	Lady	Reaching	Moms	At	VBS	(Perfect	For	Any	Outreach	Event)	Every	Sunday,	we	draw	inspiration	from	their	words,	consolation	from	their	prayers,	and	wisdom
from	their	counsel.	Yet	behind	every	sermon	is	a	leader	who	shoulders	the	spiritual	weight	of	an	entire	community.		Pastor	Appreciation	Day	is	much	more	than	just	another	event	in	the	calendar;	it	provides	us	with	the	opportunity	to	honor	the	unsung	heroes	who	keep	on	guiding,	comforting,	and	loving	around	the	clock.	Today,	let’s	take	a	moment	to
celebrate	the	heart	and	soul	of	our	church:	the	pastor.	What	is	Pastor	Appreciation	Day?	Many	congregations	view	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	as	a	day	of	thanks	and	recognition	that	pastoral	duties	entail	emotional,	mental,	and	spiritual	challenges	and	sacrifices.		Since	becoming	a	pastor,	the	responsibilities	of	leading	worship	and	giving	counsel	have
been	a	continuous	job.	Pastors	also	contribute	to	the	decision	of	where	the	church	is	heading	and	at	times	may	stand	as	an	immovable	rock	in	times	of	personal	and	corporate	adversity.	This	is	a	celebration	that	steps	back	for	the	members	of	the	church	to	appreciate	the	difference	their	pastor	has	made	in	their	lives.	When	is	Pastor	Appreciation	Day?
Also	known	as	Clergy	Appreciation	Day,	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	comes	each	year	on	the	second	Sunday	in	October,	which	is	Clergy	Appreciation	Month.	It	will	fall	on	October	13,	2024.	It	was	chosen	within	Clergy	Appreciation	Month	as	the	ultimate	of	that	month,	calling	for	church	members	to	come	together	and	collectively	give	their	appreciation
through	acts	of	appreciation.	History	of	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	The	concept	of	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	stems	from	early	Christianity.	For	example,	the	Apostle	Paul	demanded	early	Christian	congregations	through	his	letters	to	respect	their	leaders.	In	1	Timothy	5:17,	Paul	charges	that	those	who	preach	and	teach	God’s	Word	are	worthy	of	“double
honor.”.		Modernly,	however,	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	officially	began	in	the	1990s,	when	Hallmark	Cards	and	Focus	on	the	Family	spearheaded	it.	These	groups	called	for	congregations	to	take	a	moment	in	time	to	appreciate	and	thank	their	pastors	for	their	relentless	dedication	to	the	church.	Why	Is	It	Important	to	Celebrate	Pastors?	Pastors	are
spiritual	shepherds	who	guide	their	people	through	life’s	highs	and	lows.	This	would,	in	effect,	involve	preaching,	counseling,	mentoring,	and	leading	into	a	hectic	schedule	filled	with	great	responsibility	and,	often	enough,	stress.	We	celebrate	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	to	express	our	gratitude	for	what	they	do	and	to	provide	that	needed	upliftment.
Recognizing	their	work	identifies	them	with	a	sense	of	belonging	and	support,	reminding	the	pastors	that	they	are	loved	and	cared	for	as	regards	the	sacrifices	they	often	make.	It	means	a	lot	to	understand	their	sacrifice	and	putting	in	effort	goes	a	long	way	in	mitigating	the	burden	of	burnout	and	strengthening	this	community.	How	to	Celebrate	and
Show	Pastor	Appreciation?	The	question	is:	how	to	show	it?	Below	are	a	few	touching	ways	to	celebrate	Pastor	Appreciation	Day.	1.	Organize	a	Special	Service	Hold	a	service	in	his	honor,	having	your	pastor	as	the	guest	of	honor.	Invite	members	from	the	church	to	give	their	testimonies	about	how	the	pastor	has	affected	their	lives.	This	may	be
followed	by	a	fellowship	meal	after	the	service	where	they	may	interact	more	personally.	2.	Gift	a	Sabbatical	Pastors	rarely	get	time	to	rest	and	get	rejuvenated.	A	meaningful	paid	sabbatical	or	fully	funded	retreat	would	help	them	recharge	spiritually	and	emotionally.	3.	Personalized	Gifts	A	personal	touch,	like	a	heartfelt	letter,	memory-filled
scrapbook,	or	personalized	Bible,	can	be	etched	in	their	mind.	You	may	want	to	add	handwritten	notes	from	members	of	the	congregation	about	how	the	pastor	has	impacted	their	lives.	4.	Host	a	Surprise	Celebration	Surprise	them	with	a	party,	and	let	the	members	of	the	church	show	their	pastor’s	appreciation.	Make	it	a	memorable	event	by
decorating,	having	food,	and	having	fun	games	that	bring	out	their	personality	and	role	in	the	church.	5.	Volunteer	for	Church	Responsibilities	Relieving	the	pastor	of	some	of	his	duties,	like	leading	a	Bible	study	or	organizing	an	event,	would	go	a	long	way	to	afford	him	some	respite;	this	shows	interest	in	the	mission	of	the	church.	6.	Create	a	Pastor’s
Care	Package	Put	together	a	box	of	gifts,	such	as	books,	candles,	and	even	restaurant	vouchers.	Include	items	in	the	box	that	are	geared	more	toward	relaxation.	7.	Offer	Family	Support	Pastors’	families	often	share	in	the	weight	of	the	ministry.	Offering	to	watch	the	kids	and	cook	for	the	family	can	be	a	great	way	to	lighten	their	burden	and	give	them
a	moment	of	relaxation.	8.	Support	with	Prayer	Praying	is	a	simple	and	powerful	way	of	showing	gratitude.	You	can	organize	a	special	prayer	group	that	would	pray	particularly	for	the	pastor	and	his	family.	You	can	also	make	cards	for	prayers,	which	he	shall	always	keep	with	him	in	remembrance	of	what	the	congregation	has	done.	9.	Social	Media
Shout-Out	In	today’s	digital	world,	a	mere	act	from	the	heart	can	spread	to	hundreds.	So	make	good	use	of	your	church’s	social	platforms	and	bring	your	pastor	to	the	forefront.	Share	stories,	quotes,	and	snapshots	of	your	pastor	in	action.	10.	Gift	Cards	for	Rest	and	Relaxation	It	doesn’t	matter	whether	it	is	to	a	local	restaurant,	spa,	or	bookstore.	A
gift	card	will	go	a	long	way	in	helping	your	pastor	unwind.	Such	personal	gifts	to	pastors	also	indicate	that	you	have	considered	their	personal	preferences.	11.	Renovate	the	Pastor’s	Office	Is	the	pastor’s	office	overdue	for	a	makeover?	The	congregation	can	pull	resources	together	for	renovations	or	an	upgrade	in	their	office.	A	fresh	and	comfortable
environment	can	spur	productivity	and	well-being.	FAQs	About	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	1.	How	can	we	celebrate	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	without	spending	much?	Celebration	doesn’t	have	to	be	expensive.	Writing	personal	notes,	organizing	a	volunteer	group	to	assist	the	pastor,	or	praying	for	them	are	all	meaningful	ways	to	show	appreciation.	2.
Can	we	appreciate	other	church	leaders	during	Pastor	Appreciation	Day?	Yes!	Though	the	day	underscores	pastors	specifically,	it	is	also	good	to	extend	the	same	marinating	to	the	other	heads	of	the	church,	like	elders,	deacons,	and	heads	of	ministries.	3.	Is	Pastor	Appreciation	Day	only	for	senior	pastors?	No,	it’s	for	all	pastors,	whether	associate
pastors,	youth	pastors,	or	any	other	clergy	who	make	valuable	contributions	to	the	spiritual	life	of	the	Church.	4.	What	do	you	say	on	Pastor’s	Appreciation	Day?	“Thank	you	for	your	faithful	leadership	and	service!”	“We	are	grateful	for	your	guidance	and	dedication	to	our	church.”	“Your	sermons	and	spiritual	care	have	made	a	difference	in	our	lives.”
5.	When	is	Pastor’s	Wife	Appreciation	Month?	Some	churches	celebrate	Pastor’s	Wife	Appreciation	Month	in	March.	However,	in	most	cases,	both	the	pastor	and	wife	are	normally	appreciated	during	Pastor	Appreciation	Month	in	October.	October	is	Pastor	Appreciation	month.	It's	a	unique	opportunity	to	show	our	pastors	how	much	we	appreciate
them.	I	came	across	this	verse	in	Hebrews	yesterday.	It	says..		“Remember	your	leaders	who	taught	you	the	word	of	God.	Think	of	all	the	good	that	has	come	from	their	lives,	and	follow	the	example	of	their	faith.”	-Hebrews	13:7	Many	of	us	have	pastors	that	have	poured	into	our	lives	with	sound	teaching,	discipleship,	and	the	love	of	Christ.	Godly
individuals	with	a	shepherd's	heart.	This	blog	post	will	share	15	ideas	to	show	pastors	how	much	we	appreciate	them.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	the	best	gifts	for	pastors,	or	you’re	wanting	a	budget-friendly	way	to	bless	them,	this	guide	of	15	pastor	appreciation	ideas	will	help	you	show	honor	to	your	pastor.	Plus,	we’ve	even	included	some	pastor
appreciation	Bible	verses	you	can	use	below..	15	Pastor	Appreciation	Ideas	Need	some	pastor	appreciation	ideas?	Whether	you’re	wanting	a	unique	Christian	gift	to	buy	your	pastor…	Or	you’re	looking	for	some	free	ways	to	honor	your	pastor…	we’ve	got	you	covered.	Here	are	some	of	the	best	ways	to	show	appreciation	to	your	pastor	this	year.		1.	Gift
Them	God’s	Fingerprint	The	best-selling	artwork	from	God’s	fingerprints.	God’s	Fingerprint	Screenprint	is	a	truly	unique	gift	for	any	pastor	who	loves	God’s	Word.	It	features	one	verse	from	every	book	of	the	Bible,	hand-drawn	into	a	fingerprint.	2.	Write	Them	an	Encouraging	Card	There’s	nothing	quite	like	a	handwritten	card.	If	you	want	to	show
how	much	your	pastor	means	to	you,	a	personal	card	is	one	of	the	best	ways	you	can	honor	them.	Plus,	it	doesn’t	have	to	cost	you	anything!If	you	want	to	take	it	to	the	next	level,	encourage	every	family	from	your	congregation	to	give	your	pastor	a	card	on	a	specific	day	like	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	Christmas,	or	your	pastor’s	birthday.		If	you’re
looking	for	a	budget-friendly	card,	you	can	print	out	our	free	Scripture	Art	and	use	it	as	a	card	for	your	pastor	(more	on	that	below!)	3.	Give	Them	Free	Scripture	Art			If	your	pastor	cherishes	God’s	Word,	then	one	of	the	most	unique	gifts	you	could	give	him	is	Scripture	Art.	But,	if	you	aren’t	able	to	afford	giving	scripture	art	right	now,	thankfully	you
can	download	and	print	off	scripture	art	for	free!		Check	out	our	Free	Christian	Wall	Art	from	God’s	fingerprints.		4.	Get	the	Kids	to	Create	“Thank	You”	Art	Projects	Another	unique	way	to	show	your	pastor	some	appreciation	is	by	gifting	them	with	handmade	art.	And,	there’s	nothing	more	heartwarming	than	a	gift	from	a	child.	Sunday	school
teachers	are	always	on	the	lookout	for	creative	ideas	to	get	the	little	ones	involved.	Partner	up	with	your	Sunday	school	teacher	(or	a	few	like-minded	parents)	to	get	the	kids	to	create	some	meaningful	art	for	your	pastor.		5.	Create	a	Congregational	“Thank	You”	Video	This	is	a	unique	way	to	show	appreciation	as	a	congregation.	With	the	endless
video-making	apps	today,	it’s	easier	than	ever	to	create	a	collaborative	“thank	you”	video	for	your	pastor.	This	could	be	a	great	way	to	honor	your	leaders.	Ask	your	church	members	to	send	you	a	quick	video	on	their	smartphones.	Ask	them	to	share	a	few	words	of	appreciation.	Then…	surprise	your	pastor	with	an	appreciative	video	from	your
congregation	on	a	Sunday	morning.	They’ll	love	it.	6.	Send	Them	a	Premium	Card	Do	you	want	to	write	a	meaningful	message	to	your	pastor?	But…	you	prefer	to	buy	a	premium	card	rather	than	create	your	own?		Well,	you	may	want	to	consider	Tiny	Verses	from	God’s	fingerprints	which	you	can	send	as	greeting	cards.	These	4”	x	6”	art	prints	are	a
beautiful	way	to	share	God’s	word	with	those	you	love.	The	cards	are	printed	on	a	premium	matte	paper	that	is	easy	to	write	on,	and	you	can	even	add	envelopes	to	your	order.	Your	card	will	double	as	a	beautiful	print	they	can	frame,	so	it’s	a	double-win!	7.	Help	Them	With	Community	Outreach	Pastors	often	wear	a	dozen	different	hats.	From
preaching	to	sermon	prep,	to	administrative	duties,	budgeting,	event	planning,	missions,	teaching,	training,	counseling,	and	more…	They	do	just	about	everything	in	the	church.	They’re	usually	also	involved	in	community	outreach.	One	of	the	best	ways	you	can	show	appreciation	to	your	leaders	is	by	offering	to	help	them	with	outreach.	Whether	that’s
feeding	the	homeless,	sharing	Christ	on	the	streets,	or	visiting	the	sick,	one	of	the	best	ways	to	honor	your	pastor	is	to	give	your	time—ministering	side-by-side	with	them.	8.	Send	Them	a	Christian	Phone	Wallpaper	Pastors	are	always	receiving	the	same	gifts:	Bibles,	books,	commentaries,	etc.	Instead,	try	gifting	them	with	God’s	word	in	another	way:
a	brand	new	phone	background.	You	can	download	75	Free	Christian	Wallpapers	at	God's	fingerprints	for	free!	Filled	with	scripture	and	encouraging	artwork,	this	is	a	great	way	to	upgrade	your	pastor’s	phone	to	encourage	them	throughout	the	day.	9.	Gift	them	With	Premium	Scripture	Art	Want	some	premium	gift	ideas	for	pastor	appreciation?	If
your	pastor	cherishes	the	Word	of	God,	but	they’re	already	sinking	in	commentaries,	you	may	want	to	consider	premium	Scripture	Art.	Scripture	Art	is	a	beautiful	way	for	your	pastor	and	his	family	to	be	reminded	of	God’s	Word	at	home.	It	can	engage	others,	plant	seeds	of	faith,	and	draw	loved	ones	closer	to	Jesus.	10.	Give	Them	a	“Day	Off”	One
Sunday	If	you	want	to	give	your	pastor	a	meaningful	gift	then	one	of	the	best	ways	is	to	give	them	some	time.	Pastors	typically	work	every	Sunday	without	a	break	for	years	on	end.	If	you	want	to	make	their	day,	then	give	them	a	day	off.	Simply	hire	a	guest	preacher	for	the	week	or	as	an	associate	pastor	or	elder	to	fill	in	for	them	one	Sunday.	Your
pastor	will	feel	rested	and	refreshed	to	come	back	next	week,	and	most	importantly,	they’ll	feel	honored.	11.	Drop	Off	a	Dessert	Not	all	pastor	appreciation	ideas	have	to	be	expensive.	One	of	the	simplest	ways	you	could	show	them	some	appreciation	is	with	a	tasty	treat.	Everyone	loves	a	homemade	cake	or	apple	pie.	Taking	the	time	to	make
something	delicious	for	your	pastor	displays	the	care	and	effort	that	a	store-bought	gift	just	can’t	offer.	12.	Invite	Them	Over	for	a	Home-Cooked	Meal	If	you	want	to	take	your	delicious	gift	to	the	next	level,	why	not	invite	your	pastor	and	his	family	over	to	your	home	for	a	home-cooked	meal?	This	is	another	budget-friendly	way	you	can	genuinely
honor	your	pastor	and	his	family.	Breaking	bread	with	fellow	brothers	and	sisters	in	the	faith	is	a	great	way	to	create	meaningful	connections	and	show	the	love	of	Christ.	Pastor	Wife	Appreciation	Ideas	Pastor’s	wives	are	often	treated	as	an	extension	of	the	pastor.	While	this	can	be	rewarding,	it	often	means	pastors'	wives	partake	in	the	workload
pastors	face	every	week.	It’s	just	as	important	to	show	honor	to	your	pastor’s	wife	as	it	is	to	show	honor	to	your	pastor.	God’s	Word	says	they	are	one	flesh	after	all!	You	should	take	the	time	to	acknowledge	and	recognize	your	pastor’s	wife's	contributions	to	the	church	body.	Here	are	a	few	pastor	wife	appreciation	ideas:	13.	Rose	Gold	Illuminated
Fingerprint		Similar	to	God’s	Fingerprint	Screenprint	above,	this	fine	art	print	is	a	premium	rose	gold	foil	edition	of	God’s	Fingerprint.	The	Rose	Gold	Illuminated	Fingerprint	is	one	of	four	unique	fingerprint	art	prints	from	the	God’s	fingerprints	shop.	It	features	one	verse	from	every	book	in	the	Bible.	This	is	a	gorgeous	conversation	piece	that’s	most
popular	for	the	living	and	dining	room.		14.	Publicly	Honor	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Another	way	to	honor	your	pastor’s	wife	is	by	publicly	recognizing	and	honoring	them	in	front	of	your	church	body.	There	are	a	few	ways	you	could	do	this.	You	could	either	get	people	to	come	up	to	the	microphone	one	by	one	to	share	a	word	of	encouragement.	Or,	you
could	create	a	video	for	them	if	your	congregation	has	a	good	video	editor.	And…	if	you	have	other	creatives	in	your	church	body,	offering	artwork,	a	song,	or	another	creative	gift	could	be	a	meaningful	way	to	honor	your	pastor’s	wife.	15.	Babysit	for	Their	Date	Night	If	there’s	one	thing	that	pastors'	wives	could	use	more	of…	it's	date	night.	Pastors
are	typically	being	pulled	at	all	hours	of	the	day,	which	often	means	ducking	out	of	the	house	to	take	a	call	or	meeting	up	with	a	church	member	who	needs	some	support	even	into	the	evening.	It	can	be	difficult	for	pastors	to	prioritize	a	romantic	evening	when	they’re	being	called	on	to	minister	at	all	times.	One	of	the	best	ways	you	could	treat	your
pastor’s	wife	is	by	offering	to	babysit	the	kids	so	they	can	go	on	a	date	night	with	their	husband.		9	Bible	Verses	for	Pastor	Appreciation	There	are	plenty	of	passages	in	God’s	Word	that	teach	us	how	important	it	is	to	show	our	pastors	and	spiritual	leaders	appreciation.	Here’s	what	the	Bible	has	to	say	about	showing	honor	to	our	pastors:	1.	Hebrews
13:7	“Remember	your	leaders	who	taught	you	the	word	of	God.	Think	of	all	the	good	that	has	come	from	their	lives,	and	follow	the	example	of	their	faith.”	2.	1	Timothy	5:17	Let	the	elders	who	rule	well	be	considered	worthy	of	double	honor,	especially	those	who	labor	in	preaching	and	teaching.	3.	1	Thessalonians	5:12-13	“We	ask	you,	brothers,	to
respect	those	who	labor	among	you	and	are	over	you	in	the	Lord	and	admonish	you,	and	to	esteem	them	very	highly	in	love	because	of	their	work.”	4.	Jeremiah	3:15		“And	I	will	give	you	shepherds	after	my	own	heart,	who	will	feed	you	with	knowledge	and	understanding.”	5.	Isaiah	52:7	“How	beautiful	upon	the	mountains	are	the	feet	of	him	who
brings	good	news,	who	publishes	peace,	who	brings	good	news	of	happiness,	who	publishes	salvation,	who	says	to	Zion,	‘Your	God	reigns.’”		6.	Ephesians	4:11-12	“And	he	gave	the	apostles,	the	prophets,	the	evangelists,	the	shepherds,	and	teachers,	to	equip	the	saints	for	the	work	of	ministry,	for	building	up	the	body	of	Christ.”	7.	Numbers	6:24-26
	“The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	the	Lord	make	his	face	to	shine	upon	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;	the	Lord	lift	up	his	countenance	upon	you	and	give	you	peace.”	8.	Hebrews	6:10	“For	God	is	not	unjust	so	as	to	overlook	your	work	and	the	love	that	you	have	shown	for	his	name	in	serving	the	saints,	as	you	still	do.”	9.	Galatians	6:9	“And	let	us	not
grow	weary	of	doing	good,	for	in	due	season	we	will	reap,	if	we	do	not	give	up.”	Wondering	What	to	Do	For	Pastor	Appreciation	Month?	Well,	there	you	have	it!	15	unique	pastor	appreciation	ideas	and	9	Bible	verses	for	pastor	appreciation!	Just	remember,	no	matter	what	you	do	for	your	pastor,	doing	something	is	better	than	nothing	at	all.		Pastors
often	go	about	their	lives	serving	and	ministering	to	others	without	expecting	anything	in	return.	Whether	you	buy	them	a	meaningful	gift	or	honor	them	with	one	of	our	budget-friendly	ideas,	they	will	definitely	feel	appreciated	by	your	kind	gesture.	Whether	you’re	showing	your	pastor	some	appreciation	on	their	birthday,	pastor	appreciation	day,
pastor	appreciation	month,	or	Christmas,	your	acts	of	service	won’t	go	unnoticed!	And…	if	you	want	even	more	pastor	appreciation	ideas…	check	out	our	blog	post:	8	Best	Gifts	for	Pastors	(2022).		This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchased	products	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	See	my	full
disclosure	here.	Here	are	11	ideas	to	celebrate	your	pastor,	perfect	for	your	small	church	–	whether	it’s	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	a	birthday,	or	any	time	of	the	year.	Whether	you	are	in	a	church	of	10	or	100,	appreciating	your	pastor	is	easier	than	you	think.	There’s	no	reason	to	stress	out	or	get	overwhelmed	searching	the	internet	for	dozens	of	ideas
that	won’t	work	in	your	small	church.	These	11	ideas	are	perfect	for	any	size	congregation.	Choose	one	or	choose	them	all	and	scatter	them	throughout	the	month	or	all	year	long.	Pastors	have	challenging	jobs,	and	they	are	put	in	tough	positions	more	than	most	people	know.	Many	people	in	a	congregation	don’t	realize	the	stress	and	pressures	that
pastors	feel	–	in	fact,	some	think	your	pastor	only	works	one	day	a	week!	Celebrating	your	pastor	gives	everyone	an	opportunity	to	share	their	love	and	thankfulness.	It	also	can	be	the	boost	your	pastor	needs	to	press	on	and	accept	the	next	challenge.		While	the	second	Sunday	in	October	is	recognized	as	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	you	can	celebrate
your	pastor	on	any	holiday,	birthdays,	or	all	year	long!	Some	congregations	choose	to	celebrate	for	the	full	month	of	October,	with	different	things	happening	each	week.	Here’s	a	list	of	ideas	for	small	churches	that	don’t	…	Require	a	huge	budget	Need	a	lot	of	planning	Need	a	big	congregation	Whether	you	choose	one	or	more	of	the	ideas	below,	be
sure	to	take	time	to	promote	your	ideas	well.	Getting	the	word	out	(maybe	even	secretly!)	to	your	congregation	members	will	increase	participation	and	excitement!	Instead	of	just	encouraging	people	to	send	cards,	make	it	super	easy	by	giving	everyone	a	head	start	and	providing	the	cards	and	an	instant	way	to	deliver	them.	Start	early	in	the	month
for	better	results!	Place	an	empty	basket	as	well	as	small	piles	of	thank	you	cards	and	envelopes	on	a	table	in	your	church	lobby.	Packs	of	cards	are	fairly	inexpensive.	Dollar	stores	sell	them	in	packs	of	6	or	8	for	$1.	Encourage	your	congregation	members	to	take	a	card,	write	a	note	of	appreciation	to	your	pastor,	and	then	return	it	to	the	basket.	On
the	last	Sunday	of	the	month,	give	your	pastor	the	basket	filled	with	the	cards.	Print	out	a	31-day	calendar	with	no	month	listed	(or	draw	one	on	a	piece	of	poster	board).	Ask	congregation	members	to	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor	&	family	once	a	month,	on	a	given	date.	People	put	their	initials	on	the	date	that	they	commit	to	praying	for	your
pastor;	they	can	choose	more	than	one	day	if	they	want.	Present	the	calendar	to	your	pastor,	letting	him	know	that	your	congregation	cares	about	him	and	covers	him	in	prayer.	(Hopefully,	on	each	date	you	have	at	least	one	person	praying.)	Present	this	to	your	pastor	during	a	church	service.	Put	these	items	in	a	small	box	with	the	following
explanations:	Pack	of	lifesavers:	for	the	times	you	were	a	lifesaver	to	me.	Gum:	because	you	help	everyone	stick	together.	Rubber	door	stop:	because	your	door	is	always	open	to	us.	Hershey	kisses:	to	remind	you	that	your	church	loves	you.	Rubber	band:	because	you	challenge	us	to	stretch	and	grow.	Puzzle	piece:	because	you	are	an	important	piece
of	what	God	is	doing	at	our	church.	Cotton	ball:	to	soften	any	rough	times	ahead.	Encourage	congregation	members	to	bring	in	a	future	meal	for	the	pastor	&	family.	Ideas	include	restaurant	gift	cards,	pre-made	frozen	meals,	or	a	basket	filled	with	everything	needed	to	make	the	dinner	(box	of	pasta,	jar	of	sauce,	cans	of	vegetables,	box	of	Bisquick	for
biscuits,	box	of	cookies,	jar	of	applesauce).	Use	either	a	small	live	tree,	a	fake	tree,	or	“plant”	a	stick	with	several	branches	in	a	bucket	of	sand	and	rocks.		Ask	congregation	members	to	bring	in	gift	cards	of	any	denomination	–	even	$5	coffee	cards	or	hamburger	cards.	Clip	them	to	the	“tree”	with	mini	binder	clips	or	paper	clips.		Either	keep	this	a
secret	or	have	it	in	your	welcome	area	at	church	for	people	to	add	their	gift	cards.		Allow	2	or	3	weeks	for	people	to	bring	in	cards.	Then	present	it	to	your	pastor	during	the	church	service.	(Special	note	about	gift	cards:	Some	people	feel	that	a	$5	gift	card	is	of	little	value.	Just	let	them	know	that	if	4	people	each	bought	a	$5	gift	card,	that	would	be
worth	$20.	A	gift	card	of	any	amount	is	appreciated.)	Members	should	feel	free	to	bring	a	card	or	gift,	but	it	is	not	required.	Thank	you	for	your	“fruitful”	leadership	–	fruit	tray	We	“Do-nut”	know	what	you’d	do	without	him	–	box	of	doughnuts	You	make	a	“Mound”	of	difference	in	our	church	–	Mounds	candy	bar	We	want	“S’more”	of	your	good
teachings	–	sandwich	baggies	with	a	small	chocolate	bar,	marshmallows,	and	2	graham	crackers	Your	“commit-mint”	to	our	church	is	appreciated”	–	bowl	of	mints	Thank	you	for	helping	us	“grow”	–	make	this	a	sign	and	put	it	in	a	plant	Give	awards	for	the	best	smile,	funniest	joke,	best	sermon,	snazziest	dressed	pastor,	etc.	ALL	awards	go	to	the
pastor!	Be	creative	and	create	an	award	for	anything	wonderful	or	great	about	your	pastor.	Make	certificates,	trophies,	medals,	or	prizes	to	go	with	each	category.		Ask	a	youth	group,	men’s	group,	or	any	other	group,	to	create	coupons	for	a	themed	workday	like	“outside	workday	at	the	pastor’s	house”	to	do	yard	work,	trim	bushes,	sweep	the	walk,
etc.	Hand-made	cards	from	KidsChurch,	youth	group,	other	ministries,	or	families	in	your	church	will	always	mean	a	great	deal!	Create	an	All-About-You	Basket	filled	with	the	pastor’s	favorites:	favorite	candy,	favorite	cookies,	favorite	snacks,	wall	art	of	favorite	Bible	verse,	something	to	support	his	hobbies	(guitar	picks,	fishing	lures,	bookmarks,	golf
balls,	etc.),	a	bag	of	his	favorite	brand	of	coffee,	or	gift	cards	to	his	favorite	restaurant	or	coffee	shop.	Schedule	parishioners	so	that	each	day	of	the	month	at	least	one	person	mails	a	card	to	the	pastor.	Don’t	limit	the	cards;	if	one	family	wants	to	send	a	card	every	week	or	a	card	each	day,	welcome	the	idea!	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	ideas.	If	you
have	other	great	ideas,	leave	your	favorite	ideas	in	the	comments	below	–	maybe	you’ll	see	them	in	a	future	post!	Looking	For	Other	Appreciation	Ideas?	Check	Out	…	A	Thank	You	Your	Volunteers	Will	Appreciate	22	Ideas	To	Appreciate	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Or	First	Lady	Reaching	Moms	At	VBS	(Perfect	For	Any	Outreach	Event)	This	post	may	contain
affiliate	links,	which	means	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchased	products	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	See	my	full	disclosure	here.	Here	are	11	ideas	to	celebrate	your	pastor,	perfect	for	your	small	church	–	whether	it’s	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	a	birthday,	or	any	time	of	the	year.	Whether	you	are	in	a	church	of	10	or	100,	appreciating	your
pastor	is	easier	than	you	think.	There’s	no	reason	to	stress	out	or	get	overwhelmed	searching	the	internet	for	dozens	of	ideas	that	won’t	work	in	your	small	church.	These	11	ideas	are	perfect	for	any	size	congregation.	Choose	one	or	choose	them	all	and	scatter	them	throughout	the	month	or	all	year	long.	Pastors	have	challenging	jobs,	and	they	are
put	in	tough	positions	more	than	most	people	know.	Many	people	in	a	congregation	don’t	realize	the	stress	and	pressures	that	pastors	feel	–	in	fact,	some	think	your	pastor	only	works	one	day	a	week!	Celebrating	your	pastor	gives	everyone	an	opportunity	to	share	their	love	and	thankfulness.	It	also	can	be	the	boost	your	pastor	needs	to	press	on	and
accept	the	next	challenge.		While	the	second	Sunday	in	October	is	recognized	as	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	you	can	celebrate	your	pastor	on	any	holiday,	birthdays,	or	all	year	long!	Some	congregations	choose	to	celebrate	for	the	full	month	of	October,	with	different	things	happening	each	week.	Here’s	a	list	of	ideas	for	small	churches	that	don’t	…
Require	a	huge	budget	Need	a	lot	of	planning	Need	a	big	congregation	Whether	you	choose	one	or	more	of	the	ideas	below,	be	sure	to	take	time	to	promote	your	ideas	well.	Getting	the	word	out	(maybe	even	secretly!)	to	your	congregation	members	will	increase	participation	and	excitement!	Instead	of	just	encouraging	people	to	send	cards,	make	it
super	easy	by	giving	everyone	a	head	start	and	providing	the	cards	and	an	instant	way	to	deliver	them.	Start	early	in	the	month	for	better	results!	Place	an	empty	basket	as	well	as	small	piles	of	thank	you	cards	and	envelopes	on	a	table	in	your	church	lobby.	Packs	of	cards	are	fairly	inexpensive.	Dollar	stores	sell	them	in	packs	of	6	or	8	for	$1.
Encourage	your	congregation	members	to	take	a	card,	write	a	note	of	appreciation	to	your	pastor,	and	then	return	it	to	the	basket.	On	the	last	Sunday	of	the	month,	give	your	pastor	the	basket	filled	with	the	cards.	Print	out	a	31-day	calendar	with	no	month	listed	(or	draw	one	on	a	piece	of	poster	board).	Ask	congregation	members	to	commit	to
praying	for	your	pastor	&	family	once	a	month,	on	a	given	date.	People	put	their	initials	on	the	date	that	they	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor;	they	can	choose	more	than	one	day	if	they	want.	Present	the	calendar	to	your	pastor,	letting	him	know	that	your	congregation	cares	about	him	and	covers	him	in	prayer.	(Hopefully,	on	each	date	you	have	at
least	one	person	praying.)	Present	this	to	your	pastor	during	a	church	service.	Put	these	items	in	a	small	box	with	the	following	explanations:	Pack	of	lifesavers:	for	the	times	you	were	a	lifesaver	to	me.	Gum:	because	you	help	everyone	stick	together.	Rubber	door	stop:	because	your	door	is	always	open	to	us.	Hershey	kisses:	to	remind	you	that	your
church	loves	you.	Rubber	band:	because	you	challenge	us	to	stretch	and	grow.	Puzzle	piece:	because	you	are	an	important	piece	of	what	God	is	doing	at	our	church.	Cotton	ball:	to	soften	any	rough	times	ahead.	Encourage	congregation	members	to	bring	in	a	future	meal	for	the	pastor	&	family.	Ideas	include	restaurant	gift	cards,	pre-made	frozen
meals,	or	a	basket	filled	with	everything	needed	to	make	the	dinner	(box	of	pasta,	jar	of	sauce,	cans	of	vegetables,	box	of	Bisquick	for	biscuits,	box	of	cookies,	jar	of	applesauce).	Use	either	a	small	live	tree,	a	fake	tree,	or	“plant”	a	stick	with	several	branches	in	a	bucket	of	sand	and	rocks.		Ask	congregation	members	to	bring	in	gift	cards	of	any
denomination	–	even	$5	coffee	cards	or	hamburger	cards.	Clip	them	to	the	“tree”	with	mini	binder	clips	or	paper	clips.		Either	keep	this	a	secret	or	have	it	in	your	welcome	area	at	church	for	people	to	add	their	gift	cards.		Allow	2	or	3	weeks	for	people	to	bring	in	cards.	Then	present	it	to	your	pastor	during	the	church	service.	(Special	note	about	gift
cards:	Some	people	feel	that	a	$5	gift	card	is	of	little	value.	Just	let	them	know	that	if	4	people	each	bought	a	$5	gift	card,	that	would	be	worth	$20.	A	gift	card	of	any	amount	is	appreciated.)	Members	should	feel	free	to	bring	a	card	or	gift,	but	it	is	not	required.	Thank	you	for	your	“fruitful”	leadership	–	fruit	tray	We	“Do-nut”	know	what	you’d	do
without	him	–	box	of	doughnuts	You	make	a	“Mound”	of	difference	in	our	church	–	Mounds	candy	bar	We	want	“S’more”	of	your	good	teachings	–	sandwich	baggies	with	a	small	chocolate	bar,	marshmallows,	and	2	graham	crackers	Your	“commit-mint”	to	our	church	is	appreciated”	–	bowl	of	mints	Thank	you	for	helping	us	“grow”	–	make	this	a	sign
and	put	it	in	a	plant	Give	awards	for	the	best	smile,	funniest	joke,	best	sermon,	snazziest	dressed	pastor,	etc.	ALL	awards	go	to	the	pastor!	Be	creative	and	create	an	award	for	anything	wonderful	or	great	about	your	pastor.	Make	certificates,	trophies,	medals,	or	prizes	to	go	with	each	category.		Ask	a	youth	group,	men’s	group,	or	any	other	group,	to
create	coupons	for	a	themed	workday	like	“outside	workday	at	the	pastor’s	house”	to	do	yard	work,	trim	bushes,	sweep	the	walk,	etc.	Hand-made	cards	from	KidsChurch,	youth	group,	other	ministries,	or	families	in	your	church	will	always	mean	a	great	deal!	Create	an	All-About-You	Basket	filled	with	the	pastor’s	favorites:	favorite	candy,	favorite
cookies,	favorite	snacks,	wall	art	of	favorite	Bible	verse,	something	to	support	his	hobbies	(guitar	picks,	fishing	lures,	bookmarks,	golf	balls,	etc.),	a	bag	of	his	favorite	brand	of	coffee,	or	gift	cards	to	his	favorite	restaurant	or	coffee	shop.	Schedule	parishioners	so	that	each	day	of	the	month	at	least	one	person	mails	a	card	to	the	pastor.	Don’t	limit	the
cards;	if	one	family	wants	to	send	a	card	every	week	or	a	card	each	day,	welcome	the	idea!	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	ideas.	If	you	have	other	great	ideas,	leave	your	favorite	ideas	in	the	comments	below	–	maybe	you’ll	see	them	in	a	future	post!	Looking	For	Other	Appreciation	Ideas?	Check	Out	…	A	Thank	You	Your	Volunteers	Will	Appreciate	22
Ideas	To	Appreciate	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Or	First	Lady	Reaching	Moms	At	VBS	(Perfect	For	Any	Outreach	Event)	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchased	products	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	See	my	full	disclosure	here.	Here	are	11	ideas	to	celebrate	your	pastor,	perfect	for	your	small	church	–
whether	it’s	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	a	birthday,	or	any	time	of	the	year.	Whether	you	are	in	a	church	of	10	or	100,	appreciating	your	pastor	is	easier	than	you	think.	There’s	no	reason	to	stress	out	or	get	overwhelmed	searching	the	internet	for	dozens	of	ideas	that	won’t	work	in	your	small	church.	These	11	ideas	are	perfect	for	any	size	congregation.
Choose	one	or	choose	them	all	and	scatter	them	throughout	the	month	or	all	year	long.	Pastors	have	challenging	jobs,	and	they	are	put	in	tough	positions	more	than	most	people	know.	Many	people	in	a	congregation	don’t	realize	the	stress	and	pressures	that	pastors	feel	–	in	fact,	some	think	your	pastor	only	works	one	day	a	week!	Celebrating	your
pastor	gives	everyone	an	opportunity	to	share	their	love	and	thankfulness.	It	also	can	be	the	boost	your	pastor	needs	to	press	on	and	accept	the	next	challenge.		While	the	second	Sunday	in	October	is	recognized	as	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	you	can	celebrate	your	pastor	on	any	holiday,	birthdays,	or	all	year	long!	Some	congregations	choose	to
celebrate	for	the	full	month	of	October,	with	different	things	happening	each	week.	Here’s	a	list	of	ideas	for	small	churches	that	don’t	…	Require	a	huge	budget	Need	a	lot	of	planning	Need	a	big	congregation	Whether	you	choose	one	or	more	of	the	ideas	below,	be	sure	to	take	time	to	promote	your	ideas	well.	Getting	the	word	out	(maybe	even
secretly!)	to	your	congregation	members	will	increase	participation	and	excitement!	Instead	of	just	encouraging	people	to	send	cards,	make	it	super	easy	by	giving	everyone	a	head	start	and	providing	the	cards	and	an	instant	way	to	deliver	them.	Start	early	in	the	month	for	better	results!	Place	an	empty	basket	as	well	as	small	piles	of	thank	you	cards
and	envelopes	on	a	table	in	your	church	lobby.	Packs	of	cards	are	fairly	inexpensive.	Dollar	stores	sell	them	in	packs	of	6	or	8	for	$1.	Encourage	your	congregation	members	to	take	a	card,	write	a	note	of	appreciation	to	your	pastor,	and	then	return	it	to	the	basket.	On	the	last	Sunday	of	the	month,	give	your	pastor	the	basket	filled	with	the	cards.	Print
out	a	31-day	calendar	with	no	month	listed	(or	draw	one	on	a	piece	of	poster	board).	Ask	congregation	members	to	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor	&	family	once	a	month,	on	a	given	date.	People	put	their	initials	on	the	date	that	they	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor;	they	can	choose	more	than	one	day	if	they	want.	Present	the	calendar	to	your
pastor,	letting	him	know	that	your	congregation	cares	about	him	and	covers	him	in	prayer.	(Hopefully,	on	each	date	you	have	at	least	one	person	praying.)	Present	this	to	your	pastor	during	a	church	service.	Put	these	items	in	a	small	box	with	the	following	explanations:	Pack	of	lifesavers:	for	the	times	you	were	a	lifesaver	to	me.	Gum:	because	you
help	everyone	stick	together.	Rubber	door	stop:	because	your	door	is	always	open	to	us.	Hershey	kisses:	to	remind	you	that	your	church	loves	you.	Rubber	band:	because	you	challenge	us	to	stretch	and	grow.	Puzzle	piece:	because	you	are	an	important	piece	of	what	God	is	doing	at	our	church.	Cotton	ball:	to	soften	any	rough	times	ahead.	Encourage
congregation	members	to	bring	in	a	future	meal	for	the	pastor	&	family.	Ideas	include	restaurant	gift	cards,	pre-made	frozen	meals,	or	a	basket	filled	with	everything	needed	to	make	the	dinner	(box	of	pasta,	jar	of	sauce,	cans	of	vegetables,	box	of	Bisquick	for	biscuits,	box	of	cookies,	jar	of	applesauce).	Use	either	a	small	live	tree,	a	fake	tree,	or
“plant”	a	stick	with	several	branches	in	a	bucket	of	sand	and	rocks.		Ask	congregation	members	to	bring	in	gift	cards	of	any	denomination	–	even	$5	coffee	cards	or	hamburger	cards.	Clip	them	to	the	“tree”	with	mini	binder	clips	or	paper	clips.		Either	keep	this	a	secret	or	have	it	in	your	welcome	area	at	church	for	people	to	add	their	gift	cards.		Allow
2	or	3	weeks	for	people	to	bring	in	cards.	Then	present	it	to	your	pastor	during	the	church	service.	(Special	note	about	gift	cards:	Some	people	feel	that	a	$5	gift	card	is	of	little	value.	Just	let	them	know	that	if	4	people	each	bought	a	$5	gift	card,	that	would	be	worth	$20.	A	gift	card	of	any	amount	is	appreciated.)	Members	should	feel	free	to	bring	a
card	or	gift,	but	it	is	not	required.	Thank	you	for	your	“fruitful”	leadership	–	fruit	tray	We	“Do-nut”	know	what	you’d	do	without	him	–	box	of	doughnuts	You	make	a	“Mound”	of	difference	in	our	church	–	Mounds	candy	bar	We	want	“S’more”	of	your	good	teachings	–	sandwich	baggies	with	a	small	chocolate	bar,	marshmallows,	and	2	graham	crackers
Your	“commit-mint”	to	our	church	is	appreciated”	–	bowl	of	mints	Thank	you	for	helping	us	“grow”	–	make	this	a	sign	and	put	it	in	a	plant	Give	awards	for	the	best	smile,	funniest	joke,	best	sermon,	snazziest	dressed	pastor,	etc.	ALL	awards	go	to	the	pastor!	Be	creative	and	create	an	award	for	anything	wonderful	or	great	about	your	pastor.	Make
certificates,	trophies,	medals,	or	prizes	to	go	with	each	category.		Ask	a	youth	group,	men’s	group,	or	any	other	group,	to	create	coupons	for	a	themed	workday	like	“outside	workday	at	the	pastor’s	house”	to	do	yard	work,	trim	bushes,	sweep	the	walk,	etc.	Hand-made	cards	from	KidsChurch,	youth	group,	other	ministries,	or	families	in	your	church
will	always	mean	a	great	deal!	Create	an	All-About-You	Basket	filled	with	the	pastor’s	favorites:	favorite	candy,	favorite	cookies,	favorite	snacks,	wall	art	of	favorite	Bible	verse,	something	to	support	his	hobbies	(guitar	picks,	fishing	lures,	bookmarks,	golf	balls,	etc.),	a	bag	of	his	favorite	brand	of	coffee,	or	gift	cards	to	his	favorite	restaurant	or	coffee
shop.	Schedule	parishioners	so	that	each	day	of	the	month	at	least	one	person	mails	a	card	to	the	pastor.	Don’t	limit	the	cards;	if	one	family	wants	to	send	a	card	every	week	or	a	card	each	day,	welcome	the	idea!	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	ideas.	If	you	have	other	great	ideas,	leave	your	favorite	ideas	in	the	comments	below	–	maybe	you’ll	see	them
in	a	future	post!	Looking	For	Other	Appreciation	Ideas?	Check	Out	…	A	Thank	You	Your	Volunteers	Will	Appreciate	22	Ideas	To	Appreciate	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Or	First	Lady	Reaching	Moms	At	VBS	(Perfect	For	Any	Outreach	Event)	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchased	products	at	no
additional	cost	to	you.	See	my	full	disclosure	here.	Here	are	11	ideas	to	celebrate	your	pastor,	perfect	for	your	small	church	–	whether	it’s	Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	a	birthday,	or	any	time	of	the	year.	Whether	you	are	in	a	church	of	10	or	100,	appreciating	your	pastor	is	easier	than	you	think.	There’s	no	reason	to	stress	out	or	get	overwhelmed
searching	the	internet	for	dozens	of	ideas	that	won’t	work	in	your	small	church.	These	11	ideas	are	perfect	for	any	size	congregation.	Choose	one	or	choose	them	all	and	scatter	them	throughout	the	month	or	all	year	long.	Pastors	have	challenging	jobs,	and	they	are	put	in	tough	positions	more	than	most	people	know.	Many	people	in	a	congregation
don’t	realize	the	stress	and	pressures	that	pastors	feel	–	in	fact,	some	think	your	pastor	only	works	one	day	a	week!	Celebrating	your	pastor	gives	everyone	an	opportunity	to	share	their	love	and	thankfulness.	It	also	can	be	the	boost	your	pastor	needs	to	press	on	and	accept	the	next	challenge.		While	the	second	Sunday	in	October	is	recognized	as
Pastor	Appreciation	Day,	you	can	celebrate	your	pastor	on	any	holiday,	birthdays,	or	all	year	long!	Some	congregations	choose	to	celebrate	for	the	full	month	of	October,	with	different	things	happening	each	week.	Here’s	a	list	of	ideas	for	small	churches	that	don’t	…	Require	a	huge	budget	Need	a	lot	of	planning	Need	a	big	congregation	Whether	you
choose	one	or	more	of	the	ideas	below,	be	sure	to	take	time	to	promote	your	ideas	well.	Getting	the	word	out	(maybe	even	secretly!)	to	your	congregation	members	will	increase	participation	and	excitement!	Instead	of	just	encouraging	people	to	send	cards,	make	it	super	easy	by	giving	everyone	a	head	start	and	providing	the	cards	and	an	instant	way
to	deliver	them.	Start	early	in	the	month	for	better	results!	Place	an	empty	basket	as	well	as	small	piles	of	thank	you	cards	and	envelopes	on	a	table	in	your	church	lobby.	Packs	of	cards	are	fairly	inexpensive.	Dollar	stores	sell	them	in	packs	of	6	or	8	for	$1.	Encourage	your	congregation	members	to	take	a	card,	write	a	note	of	appreciation	to	your
pastor,	and	then	return	it	to	the	basket.	On	the	last	Sunday	of	the	month,	give	your	pastor	the	basket	filled	with	the	cards.	Print	out	a	31-day	calendar	with	no	month	listed	(or	draw	one	on	a	piece	of	poster	board).	Ask	congregation	members	to	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor	&	family	once	a	month,	on	a	given	date.	People	put	their	initials	on	the
date	that	they	commit	to	praying	for	your	pastor;	they	can	choose	more	than	one	day	if	they	want.	Present	the	calendar	to	your	pastor,	letting	him	know	that	your	congregation	cares	about	him	and	covers	him	in	prayer.	(Hopefully,	on	each	date	you	have	at	least	one	person	praying.)	Present	this	to	your	pastor	during	a	church	service.	Put	these	items
in	a	small	box	with	the	following	explanations:	Pack	of	lifesavers:	for	the	times	you	were	a	lifesaver	to	me.	Gum:	because	you	help	everyone	stick	together.	Rubber	door	stop:	because	your	door	is	always	open	to	us.	Hershey	kisses:	to	remind	you	that	your	church	loves	you.	Rubber	band:	because	you	challenge	us	to	stretch	and	grow.	Puzzle	piece:
because	you	are	an	important	piece	of	what	God	is	doing	at	our	church.	Cotton	ball:	to	soften	any	rough	times	ahead.	Encourage	congregation	members	to	bring	in	a	future	meal	for	the	pastor	&	family.	Ideas	include	restaurant	gift	cards,	pre-made	frozen	meals,	or	a	basket	filled	with	everything	needed	to	make	the	dinner	(box	of	pasta,	jar	of	sauce,
cans	of	vegetables,	box	of	Bisquick	for	biscuits,	box	of	cookies,	jar	of	applesauce).	Use	either	a	small	live	tree,	a	fake	tree,	or	“plant”	a	stick	with	several	branches	in	a	bucket	of	sand	and	rocks.		Ask	congregation	members	to	bring	in	gift	cards	of	any	denomination	–	even	$5	coffee	cards	or	hamburger	cards.	Clip	them	to	the	“tree”	with	mini	binder
clips	or	paper	clips.		Either	keep	this	a	secret	or	have	it	in	your	welcome	area	at	church	for	people	to	add	their	gift	cards.		Allow	2	or	3	weeks	for	people	to	bring	in	cards.	Then	present	it	to	your	pastor	during	the	church	service.	(Special	note	about	gift	cards:	Some	people	feel	that	a	$5	gift	card	is	of	little	value.	Just	let	them	know	that	if	4	people	each
bought	a	$5	gift	card,	that	would	be	worth	$20.	A	gift	card	of	any	amount	is	appreciated.)	Members	should	feel	free	to	bring	a	card	or	gift,	but	it	is	not	required.	Thank	you	for	your	“fruitful”	leadership	–	fruit	tray	We	“Do-nut”	know	what	you’d	do	without	him	–	box	of	doughnuts	You	make	a	“Mound”	of	difference	in	our	church	–	Mounds	candy	bar	We
want	“S’more”	of	your	good	teachings	–	sandwich	baggies	with	a	small	chocolate	bar,	marshmallows,	and	2	graham	crackers	Your	“commit-mint”	to	our	church	is	appreciated”	–	bowl	of	mints	Thank	you	for	helping	us	“grow”	–	make	this	a	sign	and	put	it	in	a	plant	Give	awards	for	the	best	smile,	funniest	joke,	best	sermon,	snazziest	dressed	pastor,	etc.
ALL	awards	go	to	the	pastor!	Be	creative	and	create	an	award	for	anything	wonderful	or	great	about	your	pastor.	Make	certificates,	trophies,	medals,	or	prizes	to	go	with	each	category.		Ask	a	youth	group,	men’s	group,	or	any	other	group,	to	create	coupons	for	a	themed	workday	like	“outside	workday	at	the	pastor’s	house”	to	do	yard	work,	trim
bushes,	sweep	the	walk,	etc.	Hand-made	cards	from	KidsChurch,	youth	group,	other	ministries,	or	families	in	your	church	will	always	mean	a	great	deal!	Create	an	All-About-You	Basket	filled	with	the	pastor’s	favorites:	favorite	candy,	favorite	cookies,	favorite	snacks,	wall	art	of	favorite	Bible	verse,	something	to	support	his	hobbies	(guitar	picks,
fishing	lures,	bookmarks,	golf	balls,	etc.),	a	bag	of	his	favorite	brand	of	coffee,	or	gift	cards	to	his	favorite	restaurant	or	coffee	shop.	Schedule	parishioners	so	that	each	day	of	the	month	at	least	one	person	mails	a	card	to	the	pastor.	Don’t	limit	the	cards;	if	one	family	wants	to	send	a	card	every	week	or	a	card	each	day,	welcome	the	idea!	These	are
some	of	our	favorite	ideas.	If	you	have	other	great	ideas,	leave	your	favorite	ideas	in	the	comments	below	–	maybe	you’ll	see	them	in	a	future	post!	Looking	For	Other	Appreciation	Ideas?	Check	Out	…	A	Thank	You	Your	Volunteers	Will	Appreciate	22	Ideas	To	Appreciate	Your	Pastor’s	Wife	Or	First	Lady	Reaching	Moms	At	VBS	(Perfect	For	Any
Outreach	Event)


