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Epidemiology of Hodgkin's Lymphoma

Youssef Al-Tonbary
Mumtsonre University,
Egypf

1. Introduction

Haodgkin's lymphaoma (HL), formerly called Hodgkin®s disease, is a malignant tumor of the
Iymphatic system (Schniteer, 2006, It was first recorded by Thomas Hodgkin in 1832, when
he described seven patients suffering from enlargement of lvmph nodes and spleen as a new
clisease entily (Thomas et al, 3002,

Understanding of its pathogenesis remains unclear (Muocller, 1991 Thi cellular origin of
this lymplaoma was fabled to be clearly identified by molecular biokogy studbes. The
characteristic Reved Sternberg cell is thought to be derived from the histiocytes, granulocytes
amd peticulum cells (Lee ot al, 1993} Bul other studwes suppest that these colls represen
rmmatuee by n1|'-|'u'-u| oells (Dichl of al, 190

Haosdgkin's lymphoma was deseribed microscopically for the first time by langhans in 1572
(Langhans, 1872, Jachsom and Parker (1'%7) described the first histological classification of
Hodgkin's lymphaoma in 1897, later on this classitication was revised st Bye in 1966 and in
199 the J-'::.:,- classificatéon was :l'u_'nr~|'-.~r.|1ul imtoe the  revised |'.I_I:|-|'||,'\I|'.II'|-.-"|.I|'H'!||'.II'|
Iymphoma classihicaton (REAL). Accordimgly, Hodgkin's lvmphoma was classihisd inbo
nodular Iy |r'|]\|'u\;-\, 1 pr:_-:_l-.:.mm,hu_ Fickd il ar qIL-ru'mn:,;_ mviwed  oellularity, l!. |'|'||'\l|'|||{!, I
depletion and lvmphocvie = rich classical disease (Cartwright and Watkins, 204).

2. Incidence

The incidence of Hodgkin's lymphoma shows marked heterogeneity with nespect 1o age,
genader, race, grographic area, social class and higtological subtvpe (Burke, 1992). Hodgkin's
Iymphoma is lsted as a rare disease by the office of rare diseases (ORD) of the Natbomnal
Institutes of Health (MIHE This means that it affects less than 0000 pr-.l]\l;* in the LS
population. About SM0 new cases of Hodgkin's lymphoma aocur cach vear in the United
States, 1500 people in the US die from Hodgkin's lvmphoma each year, It is mone commaon
in Caucasians (Lee et al, 1993). Asuns have lower incidence than other races (Glaser and
Hsa, JN2), The anmual incidence of Hodgkin's I..':np'hmﬂ.i appears skable over the past
sevieral decades. Incidence in the United Kingedlom i about 24 per 10000 per vear
Worldwide |\rm‘.t|.-|w-,- rabes vary, with more than 5.5 per 10000 in Yemen amnd Lebanon
amd less than 1 per TOOUNE in china and Japan. At least somee of this variation appears to
relate (o the degree of industrialization (Holbrand et al, 2M1)
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