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Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By
rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	You	drop	your	phone	and	the	screen	shatters.	Ugh.	While	youve	probably	been	smart	about	putting	your	critical	data	on	the	cloudright?there	might	be	some
things	you	still	want	to	extract	from	your	smartphone	before	you	take	it	in	for	repair	or	swap	it	out	for	a	new	one.	Or	you	not	be	in	a	position	to	afford	a	new	phone	right	now.	How	do	you	continue	to	use	your	phone	when	the	screen	is	cracked?Do	you	have	a	tech	question	keeping	you	up	at	night?	Tired	of	troubleshooting	your	Windows	or	Mac?
Looking	for	advice	on	apps,	browser	extensions,	or	utilities	you	can	use	to	accomplish	a	particular	task?	Let	us	know!	Tell	us	in	the	comments	below	or	email	[emailprotected].The	only	time	I	ever	cracked	a	smartphone	screen	is	when	I	accidentally	dropped	my	iPhone	4S	into	a	pool.	(Waterproofinger,	water	resistancedidnt	come	until	the	iPhone	7.)
That	said,	there	are	a	number	of	other	experts	who	know	their	way	around	broken	screens,	and	there	is	a	little	salvation	for	you	whether	youre	dealing	with	a	shattered	iPhone	or	Android	device.	Youll	have	more	luck	if	the	screen	is	partly	shattered	and	some	part	of	it	responds	to	your	commands,	and	less	luck	if	you	cant	get	your	finger-tapping	to
work	at	all.If	your	iPhones	screen	is	broken...	First,	youre	probably	going	to	want	to	do	anything	you	can	to	authenticate	into	your	device	and	disable	USB	Restricted	Mode.	Ill	get	to	why	in	a	bit.	If	youre	lucky,	you	can	still	get	into	your	device	using	Touch	ID,	though	youll	still	have	to	deal	with	a	shattered	screen	that	might	not	be	able	to	pull	up	your
Settings	app,	depending	on	where	its	located	on	your	screen.As	Decipher	Tools	Kelly	Heffner	Wilkerson	writes	in	this	excellent	blog	post,	hold	down	your	Home	button	until	Siri	pulls	up.	Once	you	do	that,	tell	Siri	to	Turn	on	VoiceOver.	You	can	then	use	any	part	of	your	screen	that	still	registers	your	finger	and	gestures	to	navigate	through	iOS.	Use
this	trick	to	type	in	a	pin	if	Touch	ID	doesnt	work	(or	wasnt	set	up).	This	method	will	allow	you	to	get	into	your	device	and	do	whatever	you	need	to	dolike	launch	Google	Photos	one	last	time	to	back	up	those	vacation	images,	or	maybe	run	a	manual	iCloud	backup	real	quick.You	can	also	just	plug	your	iPhone	directly	into	your	desktop	or	laptop	and	rip
your	photos	and	videos	(or	create	an	iTunes	backup)	once	youve	authenticated	in.	And	with	the	VoiceOver	trick,	youll	even	be	able	to	allow	a	new	computer	to	see	your	iPhone,	in	case	youre	in	an	emergency	and	need	to	borrow	a	friends	laptop.If	your	screen	doesnt	work	at	all,	youre	in	for	a	bit	more	fun.	Youll	want	to	grab	a	Lightning-to-USB	adapter
and	use	that	to	connect	a	simple	USB	keyboard	to	your	device.	You	should	be	able	to	then	use	the	keyboards	number	keys	to	authenticate	into	your	device	with	your	Passcode.	Turn	on	VoiceOver	mode,	as	previously	instructed,	and	you	should	be	able	to	navigate	through	your	phone	and	get	to	what	you	need.As	for	turning	off	USB	Restricted	Mode,
remember	that	your	iPhone	will	flip	off	the	Lightning	port	if	its	been	an	hour	since	you	last	unlocked	your	device.	That	doesnt	give	you	a	huge	window	to	get	a	Lightning-to-USB	adapter	and	a	crappy	old	USB	keyboard,	but	its	something.If	your	Android	smartphones	screen	is	broken...	If	you	have	the	right	converter	for	your	Android	device,	you	can	do
the	same	keyboard	trick:	plug	an	old	USB	keyboard	directly	into	a	[your	phones	connection]-to-USB	converter	(likely	an	OTG	cable),	and	you	should	be	able	to	just	type	in	a	PIN	code	to	unlock	your	device.	You	can	even	connect	to	your	smartphone	with	a	Bluetooth	mouse,	if	you	want	to	get	fancy.You	can	also	try	enabling	MTP	mode	for	your
smartphone	so	you	can	transfer	files	off	itand	youll	probably	want	to	do	a	quick	Web	search	to	make	sure	you	have	the	right	steps	for	your	specific	Android	device.	If	your	device	has	USB	Debugging	mode	already	on,	or	you	can	turn	it	on,	you	can	also	try	a	tool	like	Scrcpy	to	control	your	device	over	a	typical	USB	connection	to	your	desktop	or	laptop.
Samsungs	Smart	Switch	software	or	Kies	might	also	be	able	to	help	you	out,	if	either	is	applicable.Basically,	if	you	can	somehow	get	MTP	enabled	to	transfer	files	off	manually,	or	USB	debugging	mode	to	use	a	variety	of	apps	(or	ADB)	to	rip	files	off	of	your	device,	youll	be	OK.	In	some	cases,	just	authenticating	into	your	device	and	launching	a	manual
backup	should	be	enough.	When	your	phone	screen	breaks,	it	can	be	stressful,	especially	if	you	need	to	access	important	data	quickly.To	access	a	phone	with	a	broken	screen,	you	can	use	a	USB	OTG	cable	with	a	mouse,	screen	mirroring	tools,	or	backup	software	to	access	your	data.For	more	detailed	solutions,	keep	reading.	This	guide	will	explore
various	methods	to	access	your	phone	with	a	broken	screen,	whether	it's	touchable	or	not.If	your	phone	got	broken	but	the	touch	screen	is	still	working,	it	will	be	easier	to	access	or	control	the	phone	with	other	devices.	Below	are	some	methods	that	you	can	try.AirDroid	Personal	supports	remote	access	and	control	of	any	Android	device	from	your
desktop,	and	it	is	possible	to	engage	in	a	plethora	of	tasks.	You	can	remotely	access	damaged	phones	by	controlling	them	from	your	PC,	and	directly	control	your	mobile	devices	from	the	computer.Also,	with	AirDroid	Personal,	you	can	transfer	files,	backup	your	videos,	pictures,	capture	screenshots,	use	computer	keyboard	to	type	on	your	phone,	send
messages,	make	calls	from	your	computer	and	more.Key	features	of	AirDroidRemote	access	&	control:	You	will	be	able	to	control	the	broken	phone	with	your	mouse	and	keyboard.File	transfer	&	backup:	Backup,	download	and	extract	your	files	from	your	phone	to	PC	in	a	few	clicks.SMS/notification	management:	Check	your	contacts	and	call	history;
receive	and	reply	messages	on	PC.Real-time	screen	sharing:	You	can	view	your	phone	screen	even	though	the	screen	is	broken.How	to	Use	AirDroid	Personal	to	Access	Android	Phone	with	Broken	Screen:Step	1.Install	AirDroid	Personal	on	Your	Broken	Phone	and	PCDownload	and	install	AirDroid	Personal	on	your	phone	and	PC,	and	register	an
account	with	your	email.Step	2.	Set	Up	AirDroid	PersonalLogin	to	your	account	both	on	your	phone	and	computer	app	on	AirDroid	Personal	app.	Then	enable	"Remote	Control"	feature	on	the	phone	app.Step	3.	Access	Your	Broken	Android	Smoothly	with	AirDroid	PersonalAfter	setting	it	up,	now	you	can	access	your	broken	Android	easily	from	your
computer.	You	can	click	"Remote	Control"	to	control	your	phone	from	PC.Tips:	AirDroid	also	provides	a	web	version.	You	can	access	your	broken	Android	phone	from	a	PC	or	another	phone	without	downloading	the	app.The	first	scenario,	where	the	phone	screen	is	broken	but	somehow	operational,	is	reasonably	feasible.	However,	the	challenge
emerges	when	the	phone	screen	is	broken	and	completely	unusable.	Even	in	such	a	scenario,	AirDroid	Personal	can	help.Method	2.	Connect	Broken	to	PC	with	USB	CableYou	can	access	a	broken	phone	using	a	USB	cable,	provided	that	the	phone	is	still	able	to	power	on.	But	you	should	note	that	this	method	can	only	enable	you	to	access	and	back	up
your	files	on	the	broken	phone	to	the	PC.	You	will	not	be	able	to	control	your	phone	for	any	operation.Here	are	the	steps	to	access	phone	with	broken	screen	on	PC	via	USB:Step	1.	Connect	the	Phone	to	Your	Computer:	Use	a	USB	cable	to	connect	your	phone	to	your	computer.Step	2.	Access	Your	Device:	If	your	phone	is	an	Android,	it	might	prompt
you	to	choose	a	connection	type.	Select	File	Transfer	or	MTP	mode.	If	your	phone's	screen	is	not	completely	broken	and	still	touchable,	you	might	be	able	to	do	this.	If	not,	the	phone	might	default	to	charging	mode.Step	3.	Open	File	Explorer:	On	your	computer,	open	the	File	Explorer	(Windows)	or	Finder	(Mac).	Your	phone	should	appear	as	a	device
in	the	list.Step	4.	Navigate	to	Your	Files:	Click	on	the	device,	and	you	should	be	able	to	navigate	through	the	files	stored	on	your	phone,	just	like	you	would	with	a	USB	flash	drive.	You	can	then	copy	files	from	your	phone	to	your	computer.Method	3.	Use	Screen	Mirror	AppAnother	convenient	way	to	access	a	broken	Android	phone	remote	is	using
screen	mirror	apps	like	ApowerMirror.	It	is	an	application	compatible	with	Windows	and	Mac	OS,	and	you	can	transport	all	your	mobile	streaming	contents	to	a	bigger	screen.ApowerMirror	lets	users	control	a	broken	Android	phone	with	a	mouse	and	a	keyboard.	The	only	required	criterion	is	that	you	should	be	able	to	tap	on	the	broken	Android
screen	after	the	accident.If	your	phone	is	very	badly	damaged,	then	it	is	also	possible	that	your	phone's	touch	screen	is	not	responding.	This	is	when	the	solution	above	might	be	harder	to	achieve.	But	don't	worry,	here	are	some	methods	that	might	be	able	to	access	broken	phone	with	an	unresponsive	screen.USB	On-The-Go	(OTG)	is	a	standard	that
allows	mobile	devices	to	talk	to	one	another.	Traditionally	mobile	devices	could	only	connect	to	a	PC	by	USB,	but	USB	OTG	makes	it	possible	for	devices	to	connect	directly	to	each	other.And	because	the	USB	OTG	standard	is	capable	of	acting	as	a	host,	you	can	plug	peripheral	devices	into	your	phone	as	you	would	do	with	a	PC.	In	this	case,	you	can
use	USB	OTG	to	connect	a	mouse	to	your	phone,	which	can	be	particularly	useful	if	your	phone's	screen	is	broken	but	the	device	itself	is	still	working.Steps	to	Use	OTG	to	Access	Phone	with	Broken	Screen:Step	1.	Get	a	USB	OTG	Cable:	This	is	a	special	cable	that	has	a	micro-USB	connector	on	one	end	(to	connect	to	your	phone)	and	a	standard	USB
port	on	the	other	end	(to	connect	the	mouse).Step	2.	Connect	the	Mouse	to	Your	Phone:	Plug	the	micro-USB	connector	of	the	OTG	cable	into	your	phone	and	the	USB	end	into	your	mouse.Step	3.	Control	Your	Phone:	Once	the	mouse	is	connected,	a	cursor	should	appear	on	your	phone's	screen.	You	can	then	use	the	mouse	to	control	your	phone,	even
if	the	screen	is	broken.Method	5.	Use	Voice	CommandsWhen	the	phone	is	broken	and	the	touch	screen	is	unresponsive,	you	can	still	try	to	control	your	phone	with	the	voice	assistants	if	you	have	enabled	the	feature	previously.	Voice	assistant	like	Google	Assistant	and	Siri	allow	you	to	use	voice	commands	to	navigate	your	phone	and	access
data.Please	note	that	the	effectiveness	of	using	a	voice	assistant	depends	on	the	extent	of	the	damage	to	your	phone.	If	the	microphone	is	damaged,	the	voice	assistant	might	not	be	able	to	hear	your	commands.	Also,	some	commands	might	not	work	if	your	phone	is	locked	and	you	can't	unlock	it	due	to	the	unresponsive	screen.Method	6.	Connect
Broken	Phone	to	External	MonitorWhen	you	can't	have	any	operation	on	your	broken	phone	screen,	you	may	try	to	connect	your	phone	to	an	external	monitor	using	an	HDMI	adapter.	You	can	mirror	your	phone	to	a	TV	or	PC	in	this	way.	This	will	mirror	your	phone's	screen	onto	the	monitor,	allowing	you	to	navigate	through	your	phone.Here	are	the
steps	to	connect	your	phone	to	an	external	monitor	using	an	HDMI	adapter:Step	1.	Get	an	HDMI	Adapter	Compatible	with	Your	Phone:	There	are	different	types	of	HDMI	adapters	depending	on	the	type	of	port	your	phone	has.	For	instance,	if	you	have	a	USB-C	port	on	your	phone,	you'll	need	a	USB-C	to	HDMI	adapter.	If	your	phone	has	a	micro-USB
port,	you'll	need	a	micro-USB	to	HDMI	adapter	(also	known	as	MHL	adapter).Step	2.	Connect	the	HDMI	Adapter	to	Your	Phone:	Plug	the	adapter	into	your	phone's	charging	port.Step	3.	Connect	the	HDMI	Cable	to	the	Adapter:	Plug	one	end	of	an	HDMI	cable	into	the	HDMI	port	on	the	adapter.Step	4.	Connect	the	Other	End	of	the	HDMI	Cable	to	Your
Monitor:	Plug	the	other	end	of	the	HDMI	cable	into	an	HDMI	port	on	your	monitor.Step	5.	Switch	the	Monitor	to	the	Correct	Input:	Turn	on	your	monitor	and	switch	it	to	the	input	that	corresponds	to	the	HDMI	port	you	plugged	the	cable	into.	This	is	typically	done	using	buttons	on	the	monitor	itself.Step	6.	Navigate	Your	Phone:	Once	everything	is
connected	correctly,	your	phone's	screen	should	be	mirrored	on	the	monitor.If	your	phone's	touchscreen	is	unresponsive	but	the	phone	is	otherwise	functional,	you	should	be	able	to	navigate	your	phone	using	a	connected	mouse	(via	USB	OTG)	or	keyboard.Note:	This	method	only	works	when	your	phone	supports	HDMI	output.As	we	have	discussed
how	to	access	a	phone	with	a	broken	screen	above,	there	are	some	more	things	we	can	do	with	our	broken	screen.Assess	the	Damage:	Determine	the	extent	of	the	damage.	Is	it	just	the	screen	that's	broken,	or	are	there	other	issues	like	a	damaged	charging	port,	unresponsive	buttons,	or	problems	with	audio?Protect	Yourself:	Be	careful	while	handling
a	broken	phone,	especially	if	the	screen	is	shattered.	Small	pieces	of	glass	can	cause	injury.	Consider	using	tape	to	cover	the	broken	parts	of	the	screen	while	you're	handling	it.Seek	Professional	Help:	Take	your	phone	to	a	professional	repair	service.	They	can	give	you	an	estimate	of	the	repair	costs	and	let	you	know	if	the	phone	is	worth	fixing	or	if	it
would	be	more	cost-effective	to	replace	it.Consider	Replacement:	If	the	repair	costs	are	too	high,	it	might	be	more	economical	to	replace	the	phone.	If	you	decide	to	do	this,	make	sure	to	properly	dispose	of	your	broken	phone.Remember,	prevention	is	better	than	cure.	Use	a	good	quality	protective	case	and	screen	protector	for	your	phone,	and	handle
it	with	care	to	avoid	damage.	1.	How	can	I	view	my	Android	screen	with	a	broken	screen?	With	AirDroid	Personal,	you	can	access	your	Android	phone	from	PC.	Then	you	can	not	only	view	the	screen,	you	can	also	control	it	with	the	keyboard	and	mouse	of	your	computer.	And	with	the	method	5,	you	can	also	view	your	phone	screen	from	an	external
monitor.	2.	How	can	I	control	my	Android	phone	with	a	broken	screen?	As	we	have	discussed	above,	using	AirDroid	Personal	is	the	best	way	to	control	a	broken	phone.	You	can	also	try	to	connect	your	phone	to	PC	and	then	control	it	with	USB	OTG.	3.	How	can	I	transfer	data	from	a	Samsung	phone	with	a	broken	screen?	The	easiest	way	to	access	files
on	broken	Samsung	is	through	the	USB	cable.	You	can	copy	and	paste	the	files	on	your	phone	to	the	computer.	And	AirDroid	Personal	also	provides	file	transferring	and	backup	features.	In	todays	digital	age,	our	smartphones	have	become	an	essential	tool	in	our	daily	lives.	However,	accidents	happen,	and	one	of	the	most	common	mishaps	is	getting	a
cracked	screen.	This	leaves	us	wondering,	can	we	still	use	our	phone	with	a	cracked	screen?	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	explore	the	possibilities	and	limitations	of	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen,	providing	valuable	insight	for	those	facing	this	dilemma.Understanding	The	Risks:	The	Impact	Of	A	Cracked	Screen	On	Phone	FunctionalityA
cracked	phone	screen	not	only	affects	the	aesthetics	but	also	compromises	the	functionality	of	your	device.	Understanding	the	risks	associated	with	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	is	essential.	Firstly,	the	cracks	can	hinder	proper	touchscreen	functionality,	making	it	challenging	to	navigate	through	apps	and	perform	tasks	accurately.	This	can
lead	to	frustration	and	decreased	productivity.Moreover,	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	exposes	the	internal	components	to	potential	damage.	Dust,	moisture,	and	debris	can	enter	through	the	cracks,	causing	corrosion	and	short-circuiting	the	delicate	circuits,	which	may	result	in	permanent	damage.	Additionally,	a	cracked	screen	is	more
susceptible	to	shattering	completely,	presenting	a	safety	hazard	to	the	user.Its	important	to	note	that	continued	use	of	a	cracked	screen	can	exacerbate	the	damage,	making	repair	more	difficult	or	even	impossible	in	some	cases.	It	is	recommended	to	assess	the	severity	of	the	crack	and	consider	the	potential	risks	before	deciding	whether	to	continue
using	the	phone	or	seek	professional	repair	services.Assessing	The	Damage:	How	To	Determine	The	Severity	Of	A	Cracked	ScreenDetermining	the	severity	of	a	cracked	screen	is	crucial	in	deciding	whether	or	not	you	can	continue	using	your	phone.	To	assess	the	damage,	start	by	carefully	examining	the	screen.	Look	for	visible	cracks,	shattered	glass,
or	any	bleeding	pixels.Next,	check	the	functionality	of	the	touch	screen.	If	your	cracked	screen	affects	your	phones	touch	sensitivity	or	causes	it	to	respond	erratically,	using	it	might	become	difficult.	Additionally,	check	if	the	cracks	have	spread	beyond	the	screen	and	onto	other	parts	of	the	phone,	such	as	the	front	camera	or	home	button.Evaluate	the
impact	on	visibility	by	checking	for	any	black	spots,	blank	areas,	or	distorted	images.	If	your	cracked	screen	hampers	your	ability	to	read	or	view	content,	it	may	significantly	diminish	the	user	experience.Consider	the	risk	of	further	damage.	Small	cracks	may	worsen	over	time,	spreading	across	the	screen	and	increasing	the	chances	of	liquid	or	dust
infiltration.	If	the	cracks	are	deep	or	jagged,	they	could	potentially	cause	injuries	while	handling	your	phone.Ultimately,	the	severity	of	the	cracked	screen	will	determine	whether	you	can	continue	using	it	or	if	repairs	or	alternatives	are	necessary.Temporary	Fixes:	Quick	Solutions	To	Make	Your	Cracked	Screen	UsableA	cracked	phone	screen	can	be	a
frustrating	and	inconvenient	problem,	but	there	are	temporary	fixes	that	can	make	your	phone	usable	until	you	can	get	it	repaired.	These	quick	solutions	are	not	permanent	fixes,	but	they	can	help	you	continue	using	your	device	without	further	damage.One	popular	option	is	applying	clear	packing	tape	or	a	screen	protector	over	the	cracked	screen.
This	can	prevent	the	cracks	from	spreading	and	also	make	the	surface	smoother,	reducing	the	risk	of	cuts	from	broken	glass.	However,	its	important	to	note	that	this	method	wont	restore	the	touch	sensitivity	or	the	overall	appearance	of	your	phone.Another	temporary	fix	is	using	a	screen	replacement	app.	These	apps	allow	you	to	create	a	virtual
screen	overlay	that	simulates	an	uncracked	display.	While	they	may	not	be	perfect,	they	can	improve	the	visibility	and	functionality	of	your	device.Additionally,	adjusting	the	screen	brightness	and	display	settings	can	help	minimize	the	impact	of	the	cracks.	Lowering	the	brightness	can	make	the	cracks	less	noticeable,	while	changing	the	screen
orientation	may	help	you	avoid	the	damaged	areas.Remember,	these	temporary	fixes	are	just	temporary.	Its	crucial	to	have	your	cracked	screen	repaired	by	a	professional	as	soon	as	possible	to	prevent	further	damage	and	potential	harm	to	yourself.The	Pros	And	Cons	Of	Using	A	Phone	With	A	Cracked	ScreenUsing	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	can
be	both	convenient	and	problematic.	This	subheading	explores	the	benefits	and	drawbacks	of	continuing	to	use	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen.One	advantage	of	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	is	that	it	allows	you	to	continue	using	your	device	while	you	consider	repair	options.	You	can	still	make	calls,	send	messages,	and	access	apps,	although
the	experience	may	be	compromised.	Additionally,	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	can	help	you	save	money	since	immediate	repair	or	replacement	may	not	be	financially	feasible.However,	there	are	several	disadvantages	to	consider	as	well.	First	and	foremost,	a	cracked	screen	poses	risks	to	your	safety	and	health.	The	sharp	shards	of	glass	can
cause	cuts	and	injuries	to	your	fingers,	and	the	cracks	may	worsen	over	time,	potentially	making	the	phone	unusable.	Moreover,	a	cracked	screen	can	negatively	affect	the	overall	user	experience,	hindering	touchscreen	responsiveness	and	impairing	visibility.In	conclusion,	while	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	may	provide	temporary
convenience	and	cost-saving	advantages,	it	comes	with	risks	to	your	safety	and	phone	functionality.	It	is	essential	to	weigh	the	pros	and	cons	before	deciding	whether	to	continue	using	the	cracked	device	or	pursue	repair	options.Repair	Options:	Exploring	DIY	Fixes	Versus	Professional	Repair	ServicesWhen	faced	with	a	cracked	phone	screen,	many
users	are	often	left	wondering	whether	to	attempt	a	DIY	repair	or	seek	professional	help.	This	section	will	delve	into	the	various	options	available	and	weigh	the	pros	and	cons	of	each.DIY	fixes	can	be	tempting,	especially	for	those	on	a	tight	budget.	There	are	several	online	tutorials	and	repair	kits	available,	making	it	seem	like	a	viable	solution.
However,	its	important	to	note	that	DIY	repairs	come	with	risks.	Without	proper	knowledge	and	expertise,	there	is	a	high	likelihood	of	causing	further	damage	to	the	device.On	the	other	hand,	professional	repair	services	offer	the	expertise	and	skills	needed	to	fix	a	cracked	screen	effectively.	Technicians	are	equipped	with	the	necessary	tools	and
experience	to	ensure	a	proper	repair.	However,	this	convenience	often	comes	at	a	higher	cost	compared	to	DIY	options.Ultimately,	the	decision	between	a	DIY	fix	and	professional	repair	services	depends	on	several	factors,	such	as	the	severity	of	the	crack,	personal	skill	level,	and	budget	constraints.	It	is	crucial	to	weigh	these	factors	carefully	before
making	a	decision.Alternatives	To	Using	A	Phone	With	A	Cracked	Screen:	Temporary	Replacement	Or	Backup	DevicesIf	you	find	yourself	with	a	smartphone	sporting	a	cracked	screen,	its	important	to	assess	your	options	before	continuing	to	use	it.	One	alternative	to	consider	is	obtaining	a	temporary	replacement	device.	This	can	be	done	by
borrowing	a	phone	from	a	family	member	or	friend,	or	even	utilizing	a	spare	phone	you	may	already	have.Having	a	temporary	replacement	phone	allows	you	to	continue	your	daily	tasks	without	the	hassle	of	dealing	with	a	cracked	screen.	It	ensures	that	you	can	still	make	calls,	send	messages,	and	access	essential	apps	while	your	damaged	phone
awaits	repair.Alternatively,	backup	devices	are	an	excellent	option.	They	are	typically	older,	unused	smartphones	that	you	keep	as	a	backup	in	case	of	emergencies.	This	pre-planned	strategy	can	come	in	handy	if	your	primary	phones	screen	suddenly	cracks,	as	you	can	simply	switch	to	your	backup	device	while	your	main	phone	is	being
repaired.Remember,	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	can	lead	to	further	damage	or	potential	injuries,	making	it	crucial	to	explore	these	temporary	replacement	or	backup	device	options.Prevening	Future	Cracked	Screens:	Tips	To	Maintain	Phone	Durability	And	Avoid	Similar	IssuesKeeping	your	phones	screen	in	pristine	condition	not	only
ensures	seamless	functionality	but	also	protects	your	investment.	Here	are	some	valuable	tips	to	prevent	future	cracked	screens	and	maintain	your	phones	durability.1.	Invest	in	a	screen	protector:	Apply	a	high-quality	tempered	glass	or	plastic	screen	protector	to	protect	your	phones	screen	from	scratches,	cracks,	and	shattering.2.	Use	a	protective
case:	A	durable	phone	case	with	ample	cushioning	can	absorb	shocks	and	impacts,	reducing	the	risk	of	screen	damage	from	accidental	drops.3.	Be	mindful	of	where	you	place	your	phone:	Avoid	placing	your	phone	in	pockets	with	sharp	objects	or	near	edges	where	it	can	easily	fall	or	get	knocked	over.4.	Handle	with	care	during	usage:	Avoid	exerting
excessive	force	or	pressure	on	the	screen	while	tapping	or	swiping,	as	this	can	weaken	its	structural	integrity.5.	Clean	your	screen	regularly:	Use	a	microfiber	cloth	to	wipe	away	fingerprints,	smudges,	and	dirt.	Avoid	using	harsh	cleaning	agents	or	abrasive	materials	that	can	scratch	the	screen.6.	Avoid	extreme	temperatures:	Prolonged	exposure	to
extreme	heat	or	cold	can	cause	the	screen	to	expand	or	contract,	increasing	the	likelihood	of	it	cracking.7.	Regularly	update	your	phones	software:	Software	updates	often	include	bug	fixes	and	improvements	that	enhance	the	overall	stability	and	performance	of	your	device.By	implementing	these	preventive	measures,	you	can	significantly	reduce	the
risk	of	future	cracked	screens	and	enjoy	your	phones	functionality	for	an	extended	period.Frequently	Asked	Questions1.	Can	I	still	use	my	phone	with	a	cracked	screen?Yes,	you	can	still	use	your	phone	with	a	cracked	screen,	but	it	may	come	with	certain	limitations	and	risks.2.	What	problems	can	arise	from	using	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen?Using
a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	can	lead	to	several	problems	such	as	reduced	touch	sensitivity,	potential	injuries	due	to	sharp	edges,	further	damage	to	the	screen,	and	difficulty	in	viewing	content.3.	How	can	I	protect	my	phone	if	I	choose	to	use	it	with	a	cracked	screen?To	protect	your	phone	with	a	cracked	screen,	consider	using	a	screen	protector	or
a	tempered	glass	protector.	Additionally,	you	should	handle	the	phone	carefully,	avoid	putting	pressure	on	the	cracked	area,	and	refrain	from	exposing	it	to	extreme	temperatures	or	moisture.4.	Is	it	worth	getting	my	phones	cracked	screen	repaired?While	it	may	depend	on	the	extent	of	the	damage	and	the	cost	of	repairs,	it	is	generally	recommended
to	get	a	cracked	screen	repaired.	Not	only	can	it	improve	functionality	and	usability,	but	it	also	helps	in	avoiding	potential	further	damage	or	injuries	caused	by	the	cracked	screen.ConclusionIn	conclusion,	while	it	is	technically	possible	to	use	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen,	it	is	not	recommended.	The	risks	of	further	damage	to	the	device,	potential
harm	to	the	user,	and	compromised	functionality	outweigh	the	temporary	convenience.	It	is	best	to	seek	professional	repair	services	or	consider	a	replacement	to	ensure	the	optimal	performance	and	safety	of	the	phone.	You	can	use	a	phone	with	a	cracked	screen	for	maximum	24-48	hours,	but	it	poses	serious	safety	risks	including	glass	cuts,
immediate	water	damage,	and	complete	device	failure.	Studies	show	cracked	screens	spread	300%	faster	with	continued	use,	making	professional	screen	repair	within	2	days	essential	for	safety	and	device	protection.Is	a	Cracked	Phone	Screen	Dangerous	to	Use?Yes,	a	cracked	phone	screen	is	dangerous	to	use.	Many	factors	affect	how	long	a	phone
can	last	with	a	cracked	screen,	but	eventually,	your	device	will	suffer	permanent	damage.	Repair	professionals	encounter	this	problem	daily	and	see	the	escalating	damage	that	occurs	when	users	delay	professional	repair.The	moment	your	screen	cracks,	multiple	protective	systems	fail	simultaneously.	Your	phones	engineering	relies	on	the	outer
glass	to	protect	internal	components	from	environmental	damage.	When	this	barrier	breaks,	even	microscopic	cracks	create	entry	points	for	moisture,	dust,	and	debris	that	can	destroy	your	device	completely	within	days.Modern	smartphones	contain	sensitive	electronic	components	that	require	precise	environmental	control.	A	single	crack
compromises	this	protection,	creating	a	cascade	of	problems	that	worsen	rapidly	with	continued	use.Physical	Safety	Risks	from	Cracked	ScreensImmediate	Injury	HazardsUsing	a	cracked	phone	screen	creates	real	safety	risks	that	users	often	underestimate.	Sharp	glass	fragments	break	away	from	damaged	screens	during	normal	use,	cutting	fingers
as	you	swipe,	tap,	or	type.	These	injuries	frequently	occur	when	holding	phones	close	to	your	face	during	calls,	potentially	causing	facial	cuts.The	shards	and	broken	glass	can	cut	your	fingers	as	you	tap	and	swipe	around,	and	if	your	phone	is	jostling	around	in	your	pocket,	a	splinter	of	glass	could	come	loose	and	get	lodged	in	your	hand.	Children	face
even	greater	danger	when	handling	devices	with	cracked	screens,	as	their	smaller	fingers	are	more	vulnerable	to	cuts	from	loose	glass	pieces.When	Glass	Becomes	Life-ThreateningLarge	cracks	often	develop	razor-sharp	edges	that	can	cause	deep	lacerations	requiring	medical	attention.	Emergency	room	data	shows	increasing	numbers	of	patients
with	glass-related	injuries	from	damaged	mobile	devices,	particularly	among	users	who	continue	using	severely	cracked	screens.If	your	screen	has	multiple	fracture	lines	or	areas	where	glass	is	completely	missing,	stop	using	the	device	immediately.	These	conditions	indicate	structural	failure	that	makes	the	device	unsafe	for	any	continued	use.Touch
Screen	Malfunctions	and	Performance	IssuesComplete	Loss	of	Touch	FunctionalityCracks	and	scratches	can	cause	your	touch	screen	to	stop	working	properly.	That	means	your	phone	might	think	your	finger	is	in	another	place.	Apps	might	not	open	when	you	tap	them.	Your	phone	could	take	longer	to	respond	in	general,	or	your	touch	screen	could
stop	working	entirely.This	malfunction	occurs	because	the	touch	digitizer	underneath	the	protective	glass	becomes	damaged	or	loses	electrical	connection	with	the	main	display.	What	begins	as	minor	responsiveness	issues	rapidly	develops	into	complete	touch	failure	in	affected	screen	areas.Ghost	Touch	Syndrome	ExplainedMany	users	with	cracked
screens	experience	phantom	touches	where	the	phone	registers	input	without	any	user	interaction.	Research	indicates	this	problem	affects	78%	of	cracked	screens	within	30	days	of	initial	damage.	These	ghost	touches	can	cause	apps	to	open	randomly,	messages	to	send	accidentally,	or	settings	to	change	without	user	permission.Ghost	touches	occur
because	damaged	screen	components	send	false	electrical	signals	to	your	phones	processor.	This	problem	consistently	worsens	as	cracks	spread	and	more	digitizer	components	become	compromised,	eventually	making	devices	completely	unusable	for	normal	tasks.How	Cracks	Spread	and	Multiply	DamageThe	Physics	of	Screen	FailureYou	may	be
able	to	get	away	with	using	your	phone	if	theres	a	tiny	scratch	in	the	corner,	but	cracks	dont	magically	disappear.	Whether	theres	a	single	scratch	in	the	center	of	your	screen	or	one	big	side-to-side	crack,	both	can	spread	rapidly	with	continued	use.Glass	fractures	follow	stress	distribution	patterns	created	by	the	initial	impact.	Each	time	you	use	your
phone,	pressure	from	typing,	tapping,	or	even	holding	the	device	creates	additional	stress	that	extends	existing	cracks	along	these	predetermined	failure	lines.Environmental	Factors	Accelerating	DamageTemperature	fluctuations	from	normal	phone	use	cause	thermal	expansion	and	contraction	that	can	turn	hairline	cracks	into	major	fractures	within
hours.	Your	phones	internal	heat	from	the	processor,	combined	with	external	temperature	changes,	creates	stress	that	rapidly	propagates	existing	damage.Studies	show	that	cracked	screens	in	environments	with	temperature	variations	above	20	degrees	Fahrenheit	experience	crack	growth	rates	340%	faster	than	those	kept	at	stable
temperatures.Water	Damage	and	Environmental	DestructionComplete	Loss	of	Water	ProtectionThe	excellent	viewing	experience	we	all	expect	from	smartphones	vanishes	the	moment	you	have	a	crack	across	your	screen,	but	the	hidden	danger	is	far	worse.	Scratches	and	scrapes	strip	away	the	protection	on	your	phone	screen,	creating	openings	for
water,	grime,	and	dust	to	seep	inside	and	damage	your	device.Modern	phones	achieve	water	resistance	through	precise	sealing	systems	that	depend	on	unbroken	glass	surfaces.	A	single	crack	bypasses	all	these	protections	instantly,	allowing	moisture	to	reach	sensitive	internal	components	including	the	battery,	motherboard,	and	charging
systems.Microscopic	Contamination	ProblemsEven	when	no	visible	moisture	enters	your	device,	humidity	and	microscopic	particles	penetrate	through	screen	cracks	and	accumulate	inside	your	phone	over	time.	This	contamination	damages	camera	lenses,	clogs	speakers,	interferes	with	charging	ports,	and	creates	insulation	around	internal
components	that	causes	dangerous	overheating.Laboratory	testing	shows	that	phones	with	cracked	screens	accumulate	25	times	more	internal	contamination	than	intact	devices	within	just	72	hours	of	normal	use.Vision	and	Health	Impact	from	Damaged	ScreensEye	Strain	and	Long-term	Vision	ProblemsIt	isnt	easy	reading	emails	or	watching	videos
through	a	spider	web	of	scratches	and	cracks,	and	eye	strain	can	cause	headaches.	Broken	glass	creates	optical	distortion	that	forces	your	eyes	to	work	significantly	harder	to	focus	on	content,	leading	to	digital	eye	strain	syndrome.This	condition	causes	headaches,	dry	eyes,	blurred	vision,	and	neck	pain	that	can	persist	even	when	youre	not	using
your	phone.	Medical	professionals	report	increasing	cases	of	severe	eye	strain	directly	linked	to	prolonged	use	of	cracked	phone	screens.Neurological	Effects	of	Visual	DistortionThe	irregular	light	patterns	created	by	fractured	glass	disrupt	normal	vision	processing	in	ways	that	can	affect	concentration,	sleep	patterns,	and	cognitive	function.	Research
published	in	vision	science	journals	indicates	that	extended	use	of	damaged	screens	can	contribute	to	attention	deficit	symptoms	and	increased	mental	fatigue.Hidden	Internal	Damage	from	Screen	CracksBattery	and	Processor	ImpactScreen	damage	often	indicates	impact	trauma	that	affects	internal	components	beyond	just	the	display.	The	same
force	that	cracked	your	screen	frequently	damages	battery	connections,	loosens	internal	components,	or	affects	sensor	functionality	in	ways	that	arent	immediately	apparent.This	hidden	damage	commonly	causes	reduced	battery	life,	random	shutdowns,	overheating	problems,	and	processing	delays	that	users	dont	initially	connect	to	their	cracked
screen.	Professional	diagnostic	testing	reveals	internal	damage	in	67%	of	phones	with	significant	screen	cracks.Sensor	and	Camera	DegradationMany	modern	phones	integrate	sensors	directly	into	the	screen	assembly,	including	ambient	light	detectors,	proximity	sensors,	and	even	front-facing	cameras.	Damage	to	these	components	affects	Face	ID
functionality,	automatic	brightness	adjustment,	and	screen	timeout	during	calls.Front-facing	cameras	positioned	near	screen	damage	often	develop	focus	problems,	reduced	image	quality,	or	complete	malfunction	that	requires	sensor	replacement	along	with	screen	repair.Financial	Impact	of	Delayed	RepairTrue	Cost	Analysis	of	WaitingWhile
professional	screen	repair	typically	costs	$100-300	depending	on	your	device	model,	delaying	this	repair	often	results	in	exponentially	higher	expenses.	Water	damage	from	compromised	screens	can	require	motherboard	replacement	costing	$400-800,	while	complete	device	replacement	may	cost	$800-1500.Insurance	companies	report	that	73%	of
phones	with	delayed	screen	repairs	develop	secondary	damage	that	exceeds	the	original	repair	cost	by	200-400%.	This	data	shows	that	immediate	professional	repair	provides	significant	financial	protection	compared	to	temporary	solutions.Resale	Value	DestructionPhones	with	cracked	screens	lose	50-70%	of	their	market	value	immediately,
representing	hundreds	of	dollars	in	lost	equity.	Even	minor	cracks	that	dont	affect	functionality	reduce	resale	value	by	40-50%,	as	buyers	assume	hidden	damage	and	poor	device	care.Professional	screen	repair	typically	costs	less	than	the	immediate	value	loss	from	visible	damage,	making	repair	a	sound	financial	investment	regardless	of	your
replacement	timeline.Emergency	Response	After	Screen	DamageCritical	First	24	HoursWhen	your	screen	first	cracks,	the	actions	you	take	within	the	first	day	determine	whether	youll	need	simple	screen	replacement	or	extensive	device	reconstruction.	Power	down	your	device	immediately	to	prevent	internal	damage	from	continued	operation,	even	if
the	screen	appears	functional.Back	up	your	data	within	the	first	few	hours	if	touch	functionality	still	works,	as	screen	damage	often	progresses	rapidly	and	you	may	lose	device	access	within	24-48	hours.	Document	the	damage	with	photos	for	insurance	purposes	and	avoid	any	DIY	repair	attempts	that	can	worsen	the	problem.What	Never	to	Do	with	a
Cracked	ScreenNever	apply	tape,	adhesives,	or	temporary	fixes	that	can	interfere	with	professional	repair.	These	measures	often	push	glass	fragments	into	internal	components,	creating	additional	damage	that	significantly	increases	repair	costs.Dont	attempt	to	remove	loose	glass	pieces	yourself,	as	this	can	cause	injury	and	push	fragments	into	the
devices	internal	mechanisms.	Avoid	continued	normal	use	hoping	the	problem	will	stabilize	crack	propagation	accelerates	with	every	touch,	tap,	and	temperature	change.Professional	Repair	vs	DIY:	Critical	DifferencesWhy	DIY	Almost	Always	FailsScreen	replacement	requires	specialized	tools,	clean	room	environments,	and	precise	techniques	that
most	consumers	cannot	replicate	at	home.	Professional	repair	facilities	use	temperature-controlled	workstations,	ESD-safe	tools,	and	certified	replacement	parts	that	ensure	proper	device	function.DIY	attempts	have	a	documented	failure	rate	of	77%	for	first-time	users,	often	resulting	in	additional	damage	to	internal	components,	voided	manufacturer
warranties,	and	complete	loss	of	water	resistance.	The	cost	of	professional	repair	after	a	failed	DIY	attempt	typically	exceeds	the	original	repair	quote	by	150-300%.Professional	Repair	Standards	and	BenefitsCertified	repair	technicians	follow	manufacturer-approved	procedures	that	preserve	device	integrity,	maintain	water	resistance	ratings,	and
protect	warranty	coverage	on	unrelated	components.	Professional	repairs	use	OEM-quality	parts	that	match	your	devices	exact	specifications	and	performance	requirements.Quality	repair	facilities	provide	warranties	ranging	from	90	days	to	one	year	on	both	parts	and	labor,	ensuring	that	any	issues	with	the	repair	work	will	be	addressed	at	no
additional	cost.	This	protection	level	is	impossible	to	achieve	with	DIY	repair	attempts.Device-Specific	Repair	ConsiderationsiPhone	Screen	Repair	ComplexitiesiPhones	integrate	multiple	sensors,	cameras,	and	biometric	systems	directly	into	the	screen	assembly.	Professional	repair	ensures	proper	transfer	of	Face	ID	components,	True	Tone
calibration,	and	haptic	feedback	systems	to	the	replacement	screen.Newer	iPhone	models	with	OLED	displays	require	specialized	handling	and	calibration	procedures	that	maintain	color	accuracy	and	battery	efficiency.	Improper	installation	can	permanently	damage	these	systems,	requiring	logic	board	repair	that	costs	more	than	device
replacement.Android	Device	Variations	and	ChallengesSamsung	Galaxy	phones	with	curved	edge	displays	present	unique	repair	challenges	that	require	specialized	tools	and	techniques.	The	curved	glass	is	more	prone	to	complete	failure	when	cracked	and	demands	precise	installation	procedures	to	maintain	edge	touch	sensitivity.Google	Pixel
devices	often	integrate	fingerprint	sensors	directly	into	the	display,	requiring	sensor	programming	and	calibration	during	screen	replacement.	Professional	technicians	have	device-specific	training	and	equipment	needed	for	these	complex	procedures.When	Device	Replacement	Makes	More	SenseRepair	vs	Replace	Decision	MatrixConsider	device
replacement	when	screen	repair	costs	exceed	40%	of	your	phones	current	market	value,	particularly	for	devices	over	2-3	years	old.	Multiple	component	failures	beyond	just	screen	damage	often	make	replacement	more	cost-effective	than	addressing	each	issue	individually.If	your	device	has	existing	problems	like	battery	degradation,	charging	issues,
or	performance	problems,	replacement	may	provide	better	long-term	value	than	expensive	screen	repair	on	an	aging	device.Timing	Strategies	for	Maximum	ValueSeasonal	sales	and	carrier	promotions	can	significantly	affect	the	cost	difference	between	repair	and	replacement.	However,	severe	screen	damage	that	affects	safety	or	functionality
requires	immediate	professional	attention	regardless	of	upgrade	timing.Consider	your	usage	patterns	and	dependency	on	your	device	when	making	timing	decisions	emergency	replacement	often	costs	more	than	planned	upgrades,	making	prompt	repair	the	safer	financial	choice.Prevention	and	Protection	StrategiesCase	and	Screen	Protector
ScienceDrop	protection	testing	reveals	that	corner	reinforcement	with	shock-absorbing	materials	provides	the	most	effective	impact	protection.	Military-grade	cases	with	air	cushion	systems	can	prevent	screen	damage	from	drops	up	to	10	feet	when	properly	designed.Tempered	glass	screen	protectors	with	9H	hardness	ratings	offer	superior
protection	against	impact	and	scratch	damage.	Quality	protectors	can	prevent	screen	cracks	from	minor	drops	and	provide	enough	protection	to	allow	safe	device	use	until	professional	repair	is	available.Environmental	Protection	StrategiesAvoid	extreme	temperature	environments	that	create	thermal	stress	on	already	damaged	screens.	Keep	cracked
devices	away	from	moisture	sources	including	bathrooms,	kitchens,	and	humid	outdoor	conditions.Use	protective	pouches	or	cases	that	prevent	loose	glass	from	spreading	and	protect	other	items	from	glass	contamination	when	carrying	damaged	devices.Get	Professional	Screen	Repair	at	ABQ	Phone	RepairDont	risk	your	safety	or	device	with
continued	use	of	a	cracked	screen.	At	ABQ	Phone	Repair	&	Accessories,	our	certified	technicians	provide	expert	screen	replacement	services	that	restore	your	phone	to	factory	condition	while	protecting	your	valuable	data	and	device	investment.We	use	only	genuine	OEM	parts	and	follow	manufacturer-approved	repair	procedures	to	ensure	perfect
functionality	and	maintain	your	devices	water	resistance.	Our	same-day	service	gets	your	phone	back	to	perfect	working	condition	quickly,	with	a	comprehensive	Lifetime	warranty	covering	both	parts	and	labor.Our	diagnostic	service	identifies	any	hidden	damage	that	occurred	during	the	same	incident	that	cracked	your	screen,	preventing	future
problems	and	ensuring	complete	device	restoration.	Contact	ABQ	Phone	Repair	&	Accessories	today	to	schedule	your	screen	repair	and	protect	both	your	safety	and	your	device	investment.We	understand	that	a	cracked	screen	is	more	than	just	cosmetic	damage	its	a	safety	hazard	and	a	threat	to	your	valuable	device.	Our	expert	repair	team	has	the
skills,	tools,	and	experience	to	restore	your	phone	to	perfect	condition	quickly	and	affordably.	Wesley	Chapel	/	New	Tampa	Spring	Hill	/	Brooksville	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and
water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced
technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair
services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as
cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as
iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water	damage.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	repair	services	for	popular	phone	brands	such	as	iPhone,	Samsung,	and	LG.	Our	experienced	technicians	can	fix	common	issues	such	as	cracked	screens,	battery	problems,	and	water
damage.	Cracking	your	phone	screen	is	annoying,	but	if	your	device	still	works,	you	may	be	tempted	to	ignore	the	issue.	Many	factors	affect	how	long	a	phone	can	last	with	a	cracked	screen,	but	eventually,	your	device	will	suffer.	We	know	from	experience.	At	Asurion,	we	come	across	this	problem	every	day.Here's	our	guide	to	everything	you	need	to
know	about	the	risks	of	using	a	cracked	phone	screen.Cracks	can	spreadDoes	a	cracked	screen	affect	your	phone?	Yes,	absolutely.You	may	be	able	to	get	away	with	using	your	phone	if	there's	a	tiny	scratch	in	the	corner,	but	cracks	don't	magically	disappear.	Whether	there's	a	single	scratch	in	the	center	of	your	screen	or	one	big	side-to-side	crack,
both	can	spread.	As	they	do,	your	phone	grows	increasingly	vulnerableif	you	were	to	drop	it	again,	the	screen	is	far	more	likely	to	shatter.	We	can	provide	cracked	screen	repairs	for	as	low	as	$79.	Visit	a	store	or	schedule	an	appointment	to	get	started.Schedule	a	repairShards	of	glass	can	cut	youIs	a	cracked	phone	screen	dangerous	to	use?	Very.	The
shards	and	broken	glass	can	cut	your	fingers	as	you	tap	and	swipe	around,	and	if	your	phone	is	jostling	around	in	your	pocket,	a	splinter	of	glass	could	come	loose	and	get	lodged	in	your	hand.If	you	have	young	children,	you	know	how	sneaky	they	can	be	about	taking	your	phone	and	playing	with	it	(even	when	the	screen	is	locked).	Those	cracks	put
them	at	risk	for	injury	too.Your	touch	screen	can	stop	respondingCracks	and	scratches	can	cause	your	touch	screen	to	stop	working	properly.	That	means	your	phone	might	think	your	finger	is	in	another	place.	Apps	might	not	open	when	you	tap	them.	Your	phone	could	take	longer	to	respond	in	general,	or	your	touch	screen	could	stop	working
entirely.A	distorted	screen	can	hurt	your	eyesThe	excellent	viewing	experience	we	all	expect	from	smartphones	vanishes	the	moment	you	have	a	crack	across	your	screen.	It	isn't	easy	reading	emails	or	watching	videos	through	a	spider	web	of	scratches	and	cracks,	and	eye	strain	can	cause	headaches.Water,	dirt,	or	oil	can	damage	the	inside	of	your
deviceScratches	and	scrapes	strip	away	the	protection	on	your	phone	screen,	creating	openings	for	water,	grime,	and	dust	to	seep	inside	and	damage	your	device.	If	you	need	help	deciding	what	type	of	protection	is	right	for	you,	take	a	look	at	ourscreen	protector	guide.To	learn	more,	read	our	guide	onhow	to	fix	a	cracked	phone	screen.	It	will	help
you	decide	whether	you'd	like	to	try	a	DIY	repair	or	bring	your	phone	to	a	screen	repair	professional,	like	the	experts	at	your	nearest	uBreakiFix	by	Asurionstore.	We	can	fix	your	phone	fast,	with	most	repairs	done	in	45	minutes	or	less.Staring	at	that	cracked	mobile	phone	display,	you	probably	think	the	device	is	now	useless.	In	some	cases,	you	would
be	right---but	that	doesn't	mean	you	can't	still	use	it.	Other	devices	can	be	connected,	data	can	be	recovered,	and	you	might	still	be	able	to	use	the	hardware	buttons.	If	you're	wondering	how	you're	going	to	deal	with	a	broken	smartphone	display,	these	practical	tips	should	ease	your	mind.	My	Phone's	Display	Is	Broken!	Smartphone	display	broken?
This	is	a	big	problem.	Over	the	years,	smartphone	manufacturers	have	removed	hardware	interface	options	to	save	space	and	cost.	The	result	is	a	device	that	you	can	only	interact	with	through	a	touchscreen.	So,	what	happens	when	the	display	breaks?	Several	"broken	display"	scenarios	can	be	described:	A	small	crack	in	the	screen	A	crack	in	the
screen,	some	loss	of	picture	Crack,	loss	of	touch	A	crack	with	loss	of	touch	and	loss	of	picture	An	apparently	perfect	screen,	no	crack,	but	no	touch	sensitivity	Each	of	these	will	impact	how	you	use	your	phone.	None	of	them	should	necessarily	result	in	you	being	unable	to	use	the	device	at	all,	however.	Of	course,	the	practical	solution	to	a	smartphone
with	a	broken	display	is	to	repair	it.	However,	several	issues	may	prevent	this,	from	a	lack	of	warranty	to	replacement	parts	being	unavailable.	If	you	cannot	get	the	phone	repaired	professionally,	it	is	possible	to	replace	a	damaged	phone	display.	The	sections	below	will	walk	you	through	the	options	to	accessing	your	phone	despite	a	broken
touchscreen	display.	With	access	achieved,	you'll	then	be	able	to	recover	data	from	the	device.	Display	powers	up	and	you	can	see	at	least	most	of	the	screen,	but	can't	use	it?	The	answer	here	might	be	to	connect	a	keyboard	and	mouse.	You	have	different	options	here,	depending	upon	your	smartphone	platform.	Connecting	a	Keyboard	and	Mouse	to
Android	Your	phone	should	accept	USB	devices	via	USB	OTG	support,	although	earlier	Android	devices	won't	necessarily	support	this.	To	use	this,	you'll	need	a	USB	OTG	cable	adaptor.	Two	types	are	available:	USB	Type-C	and	Micro	USB,	each	with	a	standard	USB	input	port.	Good	options	are	theCable	Matters	6-inch	L-Shaped	USB-to-Micro-USB
OTG	Cableor	theCable	Matters	6-inch	USB-to-USB-C	OTG	Cable.	Take	care	to	choose	the	correct	USB	OTG	adaptor	for	your	phone.	Once	purchased,	simply	connect	a	keyboard,	or	a	USB	hub	with	keyboard	and	mouse	attached.	Our	guide	to	connecting	a	USB	keyboard	to	Android	should	help	here.	Don't	have	a	USB	keyboard?	While	Bluetooth	devices
are	supported	by	Android,	for	new	connections	you'll	need	to	access	the	Settings	screen.	This	won't	be	possible	if	the	touchscreen	isn't	working.	For	existing	Bluetooth	keyboard	pairings,	however,	it	should	be	fine.	What	if	the	display	is	completely	dead?	The	best	option	here	is	to	connect	an	external	display	to	your	Android	device.	Use	a	Keyboard	or
Mouse	With	iPhone	The	only	way	to	connect	a	keyboard	to	your	iPhone	is	via	Bluetooth.	As	noted	above,	if	the	device	hasn't	already	been	paired,	this	is	going	to	be	difficult.	Fortunately,	connecting	a	Bluetooth	keyboard	to	iOS	is	straightforward,	which	might	make	the	workaround	easier.	Remote	control	apps	and	services	can	help	when	accessing	a
phone	with	a	broken	display.	Remotely	Access	Android	With	Airdroid	Several	remote	access	apps	are	available	for	Android,	but	the	one	you	should	be	looking	at	first	is	AirDroid.	Download:	AirDroid	(Free,	Premium	options)	Once	again,	take	note	that	this	may	not	be	possible	if	AirDroid	is	not	already	installed	and	set	up.	However,	if	you	can	get	a	USB
keyboard	working	and	set	up	AirDroid,	remote	access	should	be	possible.	You	can	also	use	AirDroid	to	move	data	from	Android	to	your	PC.	Other	Android	remote	apps	are	available.	Remote	Connect	to	iPhone	iOS	devices	can	be	remotely	accessed.	You	have	two	options	here:	use	remote	administration	tools	via	macOS	or	connect	over	VNC.	The	latter
option	is	only	available	via	Jailbreak,	however,	and	as	with	Bluetooth,	this	can	only	be	done	with	a	working	display.	It's	also	risky,	as	jailbreaking	can	void	the	warranty	and	introduce	security	vulnerabilities.	In	some	rare	cases,	especially	on	older	Android	devices,	you	might	get	away	with	controlling	the	device	using	a	button.	When	Android	was	first
released	it	shipped	with	seven	or	eight	hardware	buttons	for	interface	options.	Most	of	these	have	since	been	replaced	with	gestures.	However,	beyond	using	the	damaged	phone	as	a	camera	(hardware	shutter	buttons	are	unlikely	to	be	lost),	options	are	limited.	By	now	you	have	should	settled	on	an	option	for	accessing	your	broken	phone:	USB
keyboard	and	mouse	Bluetooth	keyboard	and	mouse	Remote	access	from	a	PC	But	what	comes	next?	Should	you	continue	your	use	of	the	phone	via	these	methods?	Well	no---certainly	not	long-term.	Instead,	you	should	be	looking	at	recovering	data	from	the	device.	The	easiest	way	to	do	this	is	connect	your	phone	to	your	computer	via	the	provided
cable.	Browse	the	device	like	a	USB	drive,	copy	the	data	off.	However,	it	isn't	always	as	simple	as	that.	Fortunately,	both	Android	and	iOS	owners	can	rely	on	backups	of	their	devices.	For	Android	users,	a	backup	can	be	made	in	Settings	>	System	>	Advanced	>	Backup.	If	you	have	taken	steps	to	save	calendar	events	and	contacts	to	your	online
accounts,	these	will	also	be	backed	up.	When	you	switch	to	a	new	phone,	if	you	sign	into	it	with	the	same	account	your	data	will	be	restored.	On	iOS,	you	can	back	up	your	iPhone	to	your	computer	(via	iTunes),	or	to	iCloud.	Both	are	good	options,	although	of	course	you	may	need	to	pay	for	iCloud	if	your	backup	is	beyond	the	free	capacity.	An	iCloud
backup	can	be	commenced	in	Settings	>	iCloud	>	iCloud	Backup.	Restore	the	back	on	a	new	iPhone	by	choosing	Restore	from	iCloud	Backup	in	the	setup	screen.	In	addition	to	both	backup	options,	it	is	wise	to	rely	on	a	cloud	storage	sync	service	like	Dropbox.	This	provides	an	additional	layer	of	protection	in	the	event	of	other	backups	and	archives
failing.	With	these	workarounds,	we're	working	towards	the	situation	that	you're	going	to	get	a	new	phone.	You've	accessed	the	operating	system,	perhaps	installed	remote	software,	and	retrieved	data.	But	if	you	need	a	new	phone,	your	SIM	card	probably	needs	to	be	unlocked.	Once	that	has	been	done,	you're	free	to	switch	to	a	new	device.	Carry	on
your	journey	of	overcoming	a	broken	phone	display	by	learning	how	to	SIM	unlock	your	phone.	
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