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Updated on: March 4, 2024March 7, 2024 It often seems when the West characterizes the fashion of the Islamic world, they use very narrow descriptions. The broad terms headscarf or hijab seem to be the way Western audiences categorize these fashion styles. There are actually many different styles and ways that women wear them. Whether its the
way they pin their scarves in place, the amount of coverage a hijab provides, or the colors and fabrics they choose, Islamic head coverings differ greatly from culture to culture. This article will be a complete guide about the history of veils, what kinds there are, where each type is specifically worn, what they signify, and the trends and styling behind
them.Modest fashion is the broader category which is a loosely defined style derived from the clothing worn by Muslim women. Its a style with no strict rules beyond the obvious be moderate in how much skin you show, but there is no uniform consensus across the Muslim world about what this looks like.In most countries across the Islamic world,
fashion differs from individual to individual, depending on their own personal interpretation of religion. Predominant styles within this category include layering, loose silhouettes, higher necklines, and outfits that dont accentuate the shape of the body. Before getting into the details, its important to address a question: Why do women wear hijabs?
There are many personal, religious, and societal factors that influence women either to wear a veil or not. Muslim religious rulings are not entirely clear on the question of veiling as derived from Islamic texts. Various sections of the Quran (the Muslim holy text) and the Hadith (the statements associated with the Prophet Muhammad) make reference
to veiling being worn by the prophets wives. Many scholars argue that this is directly implying that the perfect Muslim woman must veil herself as well, but others say these statements apply only to the prophets wives, instead of all Muslim women.Through their spheres of influence across the MENA region, French and British colonizers encouraged
Muslim women to take off their veils in order to imitate European women. As a result, in many North African and Middle Eastern countries, the veil became a symbol of national identity and freedom in contrast to the occupation of foreign powers. This movement became significant during independence and nationalist movements that led to the
modern states we know today. Havent I heard about hijabs in the news in the last few years?The hijab has come up in media and public conversation in regard to French laws regarding freedom of expression. On 14 September 2010, France passed an act outlawing face-covering in public, which banned masks, helmets, niqabs, and burqas. The law
imposes a fine of up to 150 for any person who violates this law. The bill also fines people who force others to cover themselves with a fine of 30,000 and one year in prison. However, it is not only Islam where head coverings play a significant role. Several other religions, including Orthodox Judaism and Catholicism, have some sort of hair covering as
part of the tradition.Recently, we have seen Arab and Middle Eastern women refusing to be stereotyped as oppressed figures forcibly required to wear conservative clothing. Many women are turning to fashion as a method of self-expression. For them, it is empowering to be able to simultaneously feel control over your own body but to also make bold
statements expressing personal style and flair.As a result, there are many pioneering Arab designers who are changing the way the world views Middle Eastern fashion. Several of these designers, such as Yasmine El-Said, Zhor Ras, Rula Galayini, and Farah Al Asmar, have begun to put the Middle East on the map by designing pieces for prominent
celebrities across the globe. But more than just commissioned celebrity pieces, we are also starting to see the modest trend take the runway. One notable instance was at New York Fashion Week in September 2018. Somali-American model Halima Aden walked for the Christian Cowen show wearing a glamorous, chain-link hijab.Aden also recently
caught the global spotlight again by posing for Sports Illustrated in a burkini and a hijab This cover for Vogue where she is featured has also garnered extreme attention. As her caption says: To think that just 3 years ago there was not a single Hijabi model and now fast forward to the first Vogue Hijabi Cover:The runway has also been a way to convey
political messages. Iranian-born designer Reza Etamadi protested against Denmarks burga ban when he sent models down the runway in traditional Muslim hijabs and nigabs during Copenhagen Fashion Week. In addition to these models, he modeled others as police officers in full uniform to stand alongside each other. It was a very controversial
show and had the fashion world buzzing.An opinion poll conducted in 2014 by The University of Michigans Institute for Social Research asked residents of seven Muslim-majority countries (Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Tunisia, Turkey, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia) which womens dress they consider to be most appropriate in public. The survey found that the
headscarf was chosen by the majority of respondents in Egypt, Iraq, Tunisia, and Turkey. Saudi Arabia was the most conservative where 63% stated the nigab; in Pakistan, the nigab is also the most popular, the full-length chador robe and the headscarf, received about a third of the votes each; while in Lebanon half of the respondents in the sample
opted for no head covering at all. Now that the above has hopefully illustrated some background knowledge about modest fashion and veils in particular, here are the different types of veils and a bit about their usage. Hijab: The term tends to be used as a catchall in the West for all Islamic head coverings, but is mainly used to mean a headscarf. This
is the most commonly used word for Muslim womens representation in media and popular culture. However, there is no uniform style for what hijabs look like or which are worn across the Muslim world. Hijabs come in many patterns, fabrics, colors, and styles. In more liberal societies, it is up to personal preference to determine the type most
commonly worn and referred to that covers the head and neck but leaves the face unobstructed.The word hijab means many different things in Arabic as well, as evidenced by this screenshot of Google Translate. The end of this article outlines a number of trends for how to style and wear a hijab. This animation shows that you can still clearly see all
of a womans different emotions, despite the hijab. Shayla: A Shayla is a long, rectangular scarf, wrapped around the head and tucked or pinned in place at the shoulders. It is popular in the Persian Gulf. It is often used interchangeably with the word hijab, but this specific term designates a garment that leaves the face uncovered, where hijabs do not
always imply that. There are a variety of fashions, colours, fabrics, and styles that constitute this fashion style. Earp: An Earp is a silk square scarf that is worn by women in Turkey. It is special for its material, but ranges in many different designs and colours. Tudung: A Tudung (also spelt tudong) is the most popular head covering for Muslim women
in Southeast Asia. In Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia and Brunei, the tudong is worn for religious regions in accordance with Islam. Usually, there is no distinction between the tudung and hijab as it covers the hair, ears, and neck while leaving only the face exposed. It is part of the standard dress code for many offices, school uniforms, and formal
public gatherings. In Indonesia, a tudung is slightly different and is a veil that has a sewn-in curved visor to shield the wearer from the harsh sunlight. Chador: A chador is a semicircle of fabric draped over the head like a shawl. The chador has no fasteners and is generally held together in the front under the neck by hand. In some cases, there are
added pins or ties to keep it steady. Black is generally the most popular public colour, but women often wear colourful versions at home or at the mosque. Chadors are popular mostly in Iran or countries with large Shia populations. Occasionally, it is worn with a smaller headscarf underneath. Al Amira: the Al-Amira (sometimes spelled Ameera) is a
two-piece veil made of a close-fitting cap, usually made from cotton or another lightweight material, and a tube-like scarf. Khimar: The khimar is a long, cape-like veil that hangs down further than other veils, generally to just above the waist. Khimars often cover the hair, neck, and shoulders completely, but leave the face clear. However, some
khimars go all the way down to the knees, as is popular for some Egyptian women. Historically, khimar refers to any article of clothing that promotes modesty, covering the chest and protecting her from the gaze of unrelated men. Battoulah: The battoulah is probably one of the least known or recognized articles. It is a mask that generally is made out
of a thick fabric occasionally considered a type of nigab because of the modesty it allows its wearer. The battoulah is worn by women in certain areas of several Gulf countries including Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Oman, and Qatar, and additionally in southern Iran. It is typically worn by Bedouins and older, married women
more specifically. In the rough terrain of the desert, it is credited with keeping dust out of ones nose and mouth. The tradition is dying out with the younger generations so it is not experiencing an emergence in the fashion sphere as others on this list, but many are choosing to adopt the cultural practice in order to keep the tradition alive. The burka
(also spelt burga) is the second most conservative and body covering of any of these styles on the list after the following boshiya. This veil covers the entire face, with a crocheted mesh grill over the eye area. The burka is worn mainly in Afghanistan, as it is enforced by the Taliban. It has been worn traditionally throughout Central Asian countries and
has been made out of a variety of materials, including horse hair. In Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, most burqas are blue, but in other parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan, theyre brown, green, or white. The politics around the burga are interesting and invokes many questions about politics, religion, and social status. Boshiya: The boshiya (also called
a bushiyyah or ghatwa) is the most conservative style on this list. It is similar to the burka, but does not have even an opening for the eyes and instead fully covers the face. It consists of a large square of thin, cotton gauze material with ties at the top. It is fastened from the top of the forehead and shrouds the entire face as the cloth falls down. A
dupatta is part of the customary Pakistani, Indian, and Bangladeshi outfits. It is a long rectangular veil that is usually made of light material and is beautifully embroidered on the edges. Muslim women may also use it as a headscarf as well. This term encompasses a wide range of materials from very light and transparent to heavily detailed, elaborate
embroidery and patterns. It is not uncommon to see very shiny gold and silver dupattas. Jilbab: Also mentioned in the Quran, the term Jilbab generally refers to a protective article of clothing, not a specific garment. In North Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, a jilbab usually means a long dress or tunic. However, if you are in Indonesia, it refers to any
style of modest dress, especially a headscarf, that covers head to toe.Nigab: A nigab is a veil that is worn in conjunction with a headscarf to cover all of a womans face with a slit for the eyes. It is normally a black piece and is worn with a loose body garment that covers the rest of the woman. There are generally two main types of niqabs:The full niqab
covers the face and head fully, besides a cut out for the eyes. This garment is popular in many of the Gulf states. The half nigab leaves the eyes and the forehead unobstructed. It is worn frequently in South Asia and North Africa.Source for both: Doa Guan: Doa Guan directly means dress for praying. This versatile clothing article slips over the clothing
of women in two pieces: the gown and the headscarf. The doa gaun is brought along with women to facilitate proper praying at all times. With the convenience of this, women can stop in the nearest mosque, quickly slip it over the clothing they are wearing and take it off post prayer to continue the day. Burkini: As portrayed on the Sports Illustrated
cover with model Halima Aden, a burkini is a modest swimsuit designed for women. The burkini intends to cover the whole body except the face, the hands and the feet while being comfortable and light enough to swim. The design is intended to honour Islamic ideals of modest dress while allowing the wearer to participate in aquatic activities. More
specific veil styling and fashion:As stated throughout this article many times, there are numerous differences in Islamic veils ranging from style, modesty, color, design, pattern, etc. As a result, there has been an increasing trend in modest fashion that is receiving a platform like never before with social media. Many different websites have headlines,
articles, and ads, such as the following at fustany.com: There are also a significant number of Pinterest, Instagram, and blogs dedicated to capturing the experiences of Muslim women and documenting the changes in the field. These blogs are seen all around the world, from Gulf countries to the United States. Hijab Trendz, founded in 2007, was the
first online television and podcast series for Muslim women in the United States. Founder Mariam Sobh said, When I started my website in 2007, I didnt find anyone else out there that specifically blogged about Muslim womens fashion from the perspective of whats hot right now on trends, and how to incorporate what was coming off runways into a
look that still adhered to the Islamic requirements. However, now there are a plethora of other people collectively producing millions of internet hits from all across the world.Here are some of the most recent trends in hijab wear:Turbans: Although less modest than other forms of veils, there is a strong fashion movement that is emerging with this
head covering. An article written by author Afia Ahmed says, The turban has become the symbol of the New Muslim Woman. A marker of success, liberation, and modernity. However, many hijab-wearing Muslim women do not think that turbans are a legitimate religious expression. They argue that a hijab is supposed to cover the entire head and
neck instead of merely just the hair. Turbans leave much skin in the neck, ears, and chin area uncovered. It has been an interesting public debate but it is undeniable that they are a large trend and industry.Accessories: There has been a recent trend to style different accessories, such as hats, beanies, and earrings, on top of the hijab. Here are some
examples: There are also trends to hang jewelry and other fancy accessories off the hijab to give it some sparkle. hijabs: The three following hijabs give an idea for all of the different things you can do with a hijab. There are many ways to give it some sparkle, add some texture, and express yourself and your personal style. Hijabs with volume: A
popular trend in many Gulf Countries is to make the hijab as big as possible. This is achieved by piling up their hair in high ponytails and buns and then proceeding to wrap large scarves around. The end result stands out in a crowd for sure. Within this larger category, there are many different tricks and tips people use to diversify their hijab looks.
Techniques regarding folding, tying, and pinning all have an impact on the way the hijab looks. Childrens hijabs: There is no consensus about how old you should be before you start wearing a hijab. Thus, it is not uncommon to see a young girl wearing one. However, the discipline to wear a hijab in terms of the heat, the scratchiness, and the
unfamiliarity has deterred many young children from wanting to wear them. As a result, there has been an emergence in decorative hijabs to entice people to wear them. Wow, there really are a lot of different types of veils!Yep, absolutely. It is important to understand that there are numerous variations. The mere term hijab is not enough to describe
all of the broad range of options. These veils can be anything the wearer wants them to be. Whether it is elaborate smokey eye makeup combined with a bold shade of lipstick or dangling earrings or the combo look with the skinny jeans. Whether it is a black Chador or a colourful, clashing print neon Tudung in Indonesia. Whether it is the blue Taliban
enforced burka in Iran or the family tradition of a Battoulah passed through the generations, there is so much to learn about this topic. But why does this topic matter?For any business person or global citizen, it is important to understand the real effects of these changing trends on the world. Muslim clothing and footwear expenditures are expected
to reach $484 billion by the end of this year, accounting for 14.4% of global spending. From politics to fashion, this is a matter of growing representation that is fundamentally important in the way markets and industries operate. The below images of a Dove campaign to promote modesty and inclusion and Gap normalizing Muslims in everyday
activities are signalling a change in the way we experience marketing in the Arabic speaking countries as well as the rest of the world. As our world continues to globalize, modest fashion and styles will only grow more a part of our lives in the West. Visibility is rapidly increasing and, for any savvy business person, it is crucial to stay on top of the
trends and make smart, well-informed decisions that reflect these changes.An advertisement by Dove An ad for the Gap featuring a girl in a hijabWritten by: Jennifer LundtSources:Fashion world having modest moment //www.teenvogue.com/story/halima-hijab-christian-cowan-nyfw-showDanish Burka BanFrance Arrests Burkini
//stylesatlife.com/articles/hijab-styles/ //jezebel.com/know-your-veils-a-guide-to-head-coverings-5744857 //thehijablog.wordpress.com/2013/03/09/hijab-fest/ Image source, AFP/Getty/ReutersHijab, nigab, burka - there are lots of different kinds of coverings worn by Muslim women all over the world. Some women wear a headscarf to cover their head
and hair, while others wear a burka or nigab, which also covers up their face. Headscarves are seen as a sign of modesty by people who wear them, and a symbol of religious faith, but not everyone agrees with them and in some countries, like France and Denmark, there's a ban on wearing garments that cover the face in public.Here's our guide to the
various different types of headscarves: The word hijab describes the act of covering up generally but is often used to describe the headscarves worn by Muslim women. These scarves come in many styles and colours. The type most commonly worn in the West covers the head and neck but leaves the face clear. The nigab is a veil for the face that
leaves the area around the eyes clear. However, it may be worn with a separate eye veil. It is worn with an accompanying headscarf. The burka is the most concealing of all Islamic veils. It is a one-piece veil that covers the face and body, often leaving just a mesh screen to see through.The al-amira is a two-piece veil. It consists of a close fitting cap,
usually made from cotton or polyester, and a tube-like scarf. The shayla is a long, rectangular scarf popular in the Gulf region. It is wrapped around the head and tucked or pinned in place at the shoulders. The khimar is a long, cape-like veil that hangs down to just above the waist. It covers the hair, neck and shoulders completely, but leaves the face
clear.The chador, worn by many Iranian women when outside the house, is a full-body cloak. It is often accompanied by a smaller headscarf underneath. Traditional headdress worn by men in the Middle EastThis article is about a traditional headdress worn by men. For the Palestinian national symbol, see Palestinian keffiyeh. For kefiyah, compulsion
by the Jewish courts, see Jewish divorce.Yemeni man wearing a keffiyeh in turban-style and a Yemeni shawl on his shoulderThe keffiyeh (Arabic: , romanized:Kfyah),[1] also regionally known as a hattah (, aa), ghutrah (), or shemagh (), is a traditional headdress worn by men from parts of the Middle East. It is fashioned from a square scarf, and is
usually made of cotton.[2] The keffiyeh is commonly found in arid regions, as it protects from sunburn, dust, and sand. A head cord, agal, is often used by Arabs to keep the keffiyeh in place.[3]The word keffiyeh appeared in Arabic after the Crusades,[4] and probably shares a European etymology with English "coif".[1][5][6][7] Some argue that it was
imported indirectly through Arabic: , "cuff".[8]Murtada al-Zabidi derives keffiyeh from Arabic: , "cave", due to the rounded shape of the headscarf.[9] A folk etymology associates it with the city of Kufa, Iraq.[4][7]The word ghutrah (Arabic: , romanized:utra) comes from the Arabic root ghatr () which means "to cover". The early pictures of Arabs
invariably show them wearing turbans, and it is unclear when the keffiyeh became acceptable for the upper classes. While the written reports of ghutrah date back to the early 18th century, the earliest known picture is from the 19th century (Abdullah bin Saud Al Saud, made before his execution in 1819).[3]Headscarves evolved among Bedouins as a
practical protection from the sun.[10][11]Man wearing a white ghutrah with black agalMiddle Eastern Arabs, Kurds, and Yazidis wear this headpiece.[12] According to Anastas al-Karmali, Johannes Cotovicus mentioned a 16th-century Jewish keffiyeh.[8] Historically, after contact with Arabs, some Kurds abandoned their traditional turban in favor of
the keffiyeh and agal.[13] Iraqgi Turkmen wear it and call it Jamadani,[14] while Omanis call it a mussar. No matter its name, it is available in multiple colours and styles with many different methods of tying it, depending on regional origin and the nature of occasion. Omanis do not use the agal, instead tying it over the kuma for formal occasions.Yazidi
men wearing keffiyehsDuring his sojourn with the Marsh Arabs of Iraq, Gavin Young noted that the local sayyids"venerated men accepted [...] as descendants of the Prophet Muhammad and Ali ibn Abi Talib"wore dark green keffiyeh in contrast to the black-and-white checkered examples typical of the area's inhabitants.[15]Another type of keffiyeh is
the shemagh, which is a scarf that is red-and-white, checkered and has tassels. The bigger the tassels, the more important the person. This red-and-white keffiyeh is associated with Jordan and is its national symbol.[16] The shemagh is worn mostly in Jordan and by Bedouin communities.[17] It is made from cotton. The Jordanian shemagh and the
Palestinian keffiyeh are different in regard to color and geographical meanings.[18]Main article: Palestinian keffiyehYasser Arafat wearing his iconic fishnet pattern keffiyeh in 2001 Prior to the 1930s, Arab villagers and peasants wore the white keffiyeh and agal (rope) while city residents and the educated elite wore the Ottoman tarbush (fez).[19]
During the 19361939 Arab revolt in Palestine, Arab rebel commanders ordered all Arabs to don the keffiyeh. In 1938, British Mandatory High Commissioner in Palestine, Harold MacMichael, reported to the Foreign Office: "This order has been obeyed with surprising docility and it is not an exaggeration to say that in a month eight out of every ten
tarbushes in the country had been replaced by the [keffiyeh and] agal."[20] Following the end of the revolt, most residents either reverted to wearing the tarbush or elected to go hatless.[21] The black and white keffiyehs prominence increased during the 1960s with the beginning of the Palestinian resistance movement and its adoption by Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.[22]Other regional shemagh variations are the Egyptian Sinai shemagh and the Saudi shemagh (also known as a ghutrah).[17]Early Jewish migrants to Mandatory Palestine adopted the Keffiyeh because they saw it as part of the authentic local lifestyle.[23] Up until the 2000s, Turkey banned the keffiyeh because it was considered
a symbol of solidarity with the PKK.[24]T.E. Lawrence at Rabegh, north of Jeddah, in 1917British Colonel T. E. Lawrence (better known as Lawrence of Arabia) was probably the best-known Western wearer of the keffiyeh and agal during his involvement in the Arab Revolt in World War I. This image of Lawrence was later popularized by the film epic
about him, Lawrence of Arabia, in which he was portrayed by Peter O'Toole.Many of the Jewish Zionist immigrants to Ottoman Palestine and British Mandatory Palestine wore the keffiyeh in emulation of the Arab population out of the desire for "closeness and a sense of belonging to the place".[25] These included youth group members, political
notables, and militiamen, including Hashomer. Other Jewish residents of Palestine wore the keffiyeh for studio photograph sessions as Orientalist dress.[25] After the 1929 Palestine riots and the 19361939 Arab revolt in Palestine, "the popularity of the keffiyeh began to decline and Jewish attempts to emulate the Arabs became less common, but
throughout the 1940s and 1950s, the keffiyeh could still be spotted in Israel," including on politicians and soldiers. As the keffiyeh became a key component of Yasser Arafat's signature look, it definitively lost popularity among Israelis and was associated exclusively with the Palestinian nationalist movement.[25]The 1920s' silent-film era of American
cinema saw studios take to Orientalist themes of the exotic Middle East, possibly due to the view of Arabs as part of the Allies of World War I, and keffiyehs became a standard part of the theatrical wardrobe. These films and their male leads typically had Western actors in the role of an Arab, often wearing the keffiyeh with the agal (as with The Sheik
and The Son of the Sheik, starring actor Rudolph Valentino).During the 2001 Iraq and Afghanistan wars, members of the United States Armed Forces began wearing keffiyeh for practical reasons. While the scarves were never issued by the American armed forces directly, many private tactical equipment retailers marketed and sold them to service
personnel in the Marines and Army. The scarves were usually dyed into color schemes that closely matched the service uniforms, and bore symbols that appealed to Western consumers (e.g., skull and cross bones, Gadsden snakes, and Spartan helmets). Black and coyote-brown keffiyeh are still commonly worn by military veterans without any implied
support for Arab nationalism or similar causes, and at times can carry the opposite message.[citation needed]As with other articles of clothing worn in wartime, such as the T-shirt, fatigues and khaki pants, the keffiyeh has been seen as chic among non-Arabs in the West. Keffiyehs became popular in the UK in the 1970s and then in the United States
in the late 1980s at the start of the First Intifada, when bohemian girls and punks wore keffiyehs as scarves around their necks.[26][27] In the early 2000s, keffiyehs were very popular among youths in Tokyo, who often wore them with camouflage clothing.[26] The trend recurred in the mid-2000s in the United States,[26][27] Europe,[27] Canada and
Australia,[28][29] when the keffiyeh became popular as a fashion accessory, usually worn as a scarf around the neck in hipster circles.[26][27] Stores such as Urban Outfitters and TopShop stocked the item. However, after some controversy over the retailer's decision to label the items "anti-war scarves", Urban Outfitters pulled it.[27] In spring 2008,
keffiyehs in colors such as purple and mauve were given away in issues of fashion magazines in Spain and France. In the UAE, males are inclining towards more Western headgear while women are developing preferences for dupattathe traditional head cover of South Asia.[30] The appropriation of the keffiyeh as a fashion statement by non-Arab
wearers separate from its political and historical meaning has been the subject of controversy in recent years.[31] While it is often worn as a symbol of solidarity with the Palestinian struggle, the fashion industry has disregarded its significance by using its pattern and style in day-to-day clothing design. For example, in 2016, Topshop released a
romper suit with the Keffiyeh print, calling it a "scarf playsuit". This led to accusations of cultural appropriation and Topshop eventually pulled the item from their website.[32]List of headgearEmamah, Arabian turbanGamcha, scarf from South AsiaKhn rn, checkered shawl worn in Cambodia and VietnamKrama, Cambodian scarfLitham, Arabian
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your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Within Islam, dress codes are known as hijab, a term which refers to the principle of modesty and which includes behaviour as well as dress, writes Channel 4 News Home Affairs Correspondent Darshna Soni.Although recent
controversies have focused on what Muslim women wear, there are also rules for men.These rules are open to a wide range of interpretations. Some Muslim women believe in covering every part of the body, others do not observe any special dress rules. Here is our quick guide.HijabThis is the most common type of headscarf worn by Muslim women
here in the UK. It is a headscarf that covers the head and neck, but leaves the face clear. The scarves come in many different shades and shapes and are often colour co-ordinated with womens outfits.NigabThe nigab is a combination of a head covering and scarf that covers all of a womans face except for her eyes. It usually flows down to the mid-
back to cover a womans hair, and may flow down to the mid-chest in the front. It is most often worn in Arab countries, but an increasing number of Muslim women in the west are choosing to wear it.Although the majority of scholars agree that hijab is obligatory, only a minority of them say that the niqab is.BurqaThe terms nigab and burga are often
incorrectly used interchangeably; a niqab covers the face while a burga covers the whole body from the top of the head to the ground. It is the most concealing of all Islamic veils. It covers the entire face, including the eyes (with a mesh cloth to see through) and the body.ChadorThe chador is a body-length outer garment, usually black in colour, worn
mainly by women in Iran. It is not secured at the front by buttons or clasps, so the woman holds it closed]ilbab/AbayaThese are long, loosely fitted garments worn by Muslim women to cover the shape of their bodies. They are often worn in combination with the hijab or nigab.The nigab in IslamWithin Islam, there is disagreement about whether the
nigab is compulsory, writes Darshna Soni. Ironically, face veiling was practised by many cultures before Islam, and scholars say Muslims adopted the practice to fit in with these societies.Today, the niqab is seen as a symbol of the very opposite, of separation and difference.There are just two - arguably ambiguous - references in the Koran dealing
specifically with women's dress, and this has led to different interpretations.It was known that the wives of the Prophet Muhammad covered themselves. However, the Koran explicitly states that the wives of the Prophet are held to a difference standard.Quote from the KoranO Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they
should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested. And Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful. posted on: Oct 12, 2022 By: Caroline Umphlet / Arab America Contributing Writer The hijab, a religious headscarf, is worn by Muslim women to cover their hair
and neck. It is an expression of their faith and personal relationship with God and it symbolizes modesty and privacy in Islam. Ultimately, it is the womans choice on whether she prefers to wear one or not. Given its long history, styles of the hijab differ by region, country, and culture. There are endless methods to wrap it and ways to incorporate it
into an outfit and no correct or one way that a hijab must be worn. Here is a list of popular hijab styles from some Arab countries, varying by region. As a disclaimer, these are generalizations and of course, women from any country can wear the hijab as they prefer. Syrian women often wear their hijabs tightly wrapped around to frame their face and
secured with pins, sporting the Amira style. They wear the color white to symbolize purity and goodness. They also tend to use an undercap to ensure no hair is showing and that the hijab stays in place. A common wrap for palestinian women is tight to the forehead and a little looser around the neck. The typical Lebanese style is similar to Syria, with
it wrapped fully framing the face and draping around the neck, resembling the Shayla style from the above photo. Although, Lebanon is also known for being more accepting to women who choose to not cover their hair at all. A good amount of Egyptian hijabi women prefer a more draped look. A Khimar is common to see, where the fabric reaches all
the way down to the naval or sometimes the upper leg. This style is loose and very comfortable.Second, a theme in Egypt is the up-do or turban style. With this style, the hijab covers all of the hair but is tied up in the back.Another common option in Egypt is for women to cover their hair like the amira style, but have the second time they wrap the
scarf around their head be more loose, to give the draped look again. Tunisia and Morocco are similar in that there are many different colors. They tend to wear the Amira or Shayla styles as well. The gulf countries tend to see more full-coverage wear of the hijab. Saudi Arabia is known for then nigab, but for other Gulf countries, like Bahrain, Kuwait,
and Qatar, it is common to see a black hijab draped around the head and a full length black abaya. It is common for Omani women to start the headscarf covering right above their hairline and pin the scarf below their chin. A thinner scarf is usually worn due to the brutal heat. Similar to in Oman, in Yemen, we see a style of hijab covering the neck,
forehead, and cheeks, and secured with a pin below the chin. Again, a thinner scarf is used because of the drastic heat. Wearing the nigab is also common here. The color of the hijab is usually black. Regardless of the style, hijabs are a beautiful expression of faith and can show a lot of personality. Each person is subject to their own interpretation of
the Quran and how much of their hair/face/body that they want to cover. It is best to ask a scholar and respect others personal choices. Check out Arab Americas blog here! Islamic attire, particularly for women, symbolizes a rich tapestry of cultural, religious, and personal expressions. Central to this discourse are various forms of veiling, such as the
hijab, niqab, burka, headscarf, abaya and others. This article aims to dissect and understand these garments in their multifaceted roles, delving into their distinctions, cultural variations, and individual significance.Understanding the Basics: Hijab, Nigab, and BurkaAt the outset, it's crucial to differentiate between the hijab, nigab, and burka, terms
often used interchangeably but which signify different forms of veiling.Hijab: The hijab is primarily a headscarf that covers the head and neck butleaves the face visible. It's the most commonly adopted form of veiling and is often synonymous with the term 'headscarf’ in Western discourse. The hijab serves as a symbol of modesty and privacy.Niqab:
The niqab takes veiling a step further by covering the face, leaving only the area around the eyes clear. It represents a higher degree of modesty and is frequently worn with a hijab.Burka: The burka offers the most extensive coverage,covering the entire body and face. It's prevalent in certain Islamic societies and signifies the epitome of modesty and
privacy.Comparative Analysis Hijab vs. Headscarf vs Scarf While 'hijab' and 'headscarf' are often used interchangeably yet they differ significantly in context and meaning. The hijab is regarded as a religious obligation and is deeply rooted in Islamic culture, symbolizes modesty and religious observance, primarily covering the head and chest. It's a
distinct part of Muslim women's identity, reflecting a conscious adherence to faith.A headscarf serves a broader purpose. It can be worn for fashion, cultural traditions, or practical reasons, like protection from the elements. The headscarf doesn't inherently carry the religious connotations of the hijab.A scarf is an even more inclusive term,
encompassing a wide range of uses beyond head coverings, such as neck scarves for warmth or style, highlighting its versatility in fashion and functionality.Hijab vs. Burka vs. Nigab vs. Abaya The hijab, burka, nigab, and abaya are distinct Islamic garments, each serving different purposes. The hijab is a headscarf covering the head and neck,
symbolizing modesty. The burka provides the maximum coverage, covering the whole face and body except for the eyes, which have a mesh screen over them. The nigab is similar but leaves the eyes exposed, covering the lower face. The abaya is a loose, full-length robe worn over clothes, typically not covering the head. Each garment reflects varying
degrees of modesty and privacy, influenced by cultural, regional, and personal interpretations within Islamic communities.The key distinction lies in the degree of coverage: hijab (head and neck), niqgab (face, leaving eyes visible), burka (entire body, including eyes), and abaya (body, worn over clothes).Hijab vs. Jilbab The jilbab, often compared to the
hijab, is a distinct Islamic garment. It's a long, flowing robe that covers the entire body, typically reaching down to the feet. Unlike the hijab, which is specifically a head covering, the jilbab serves as a full-body cloak and is designed to provide comprehensive modesty in accordance with Islamic guidelines.Often worn over regular clothing, the jilbab is
especially popular in the Middle East and North African regions. It's a symbol of modesty and religious observance, providing an alternative for women who prefer an all-encompassing garment over separate pieces like the hijab and abaya.Hijab vs Khimar In contrast, the khimar is another form of head covering that offers additional coverage.
Extending over the chest and back, it provides an alternative to the hijab, especially for women who seek more extensive coverage. The khimar is often favored for its ease of wear and the added modesty it affords. Its design allows it to drape gracefully over the body, creating an elegant silhouette.Like the hijab, the khimar can be found in various
fabrics and colors, allowing for personal expression within the bounds of modest dressing. This versatility makes the khimar a suitable choice for different occasions and personal preferences, reflecting the diversity within Islamic clothing practices.Hijab vs TurbanThe turban, while serving as a head covering like the hijab, holds a distinct cultural and
religious significance primarily in Sikhism and some Islamic traditions. Unlike the hijab, which is a symbol of modesty specifically for Muslim women, the turban is traditionally worn by both men and women in various cultures.In Sikhism, it represents spirituality, honor, and self-respect, and is a key element of one's identity. In some Islamic cultures,
the turban serves as a symbol of religious authority or scholarly status. The styles, wrapping techniques, and symbolic meanings of turbans vary greatly across different cultures and religions.Hijab vs DupattaThe dupatta, distinct from the hijab, is a long, multi-functional scarf used in South Asian attire. It's primarily a cultural garment, often draped
over the head and shoulders as part of traditional outfits like salwar kameez or lehenga. While it can be used for modesty, the dupatta is more versatile, serving as a fashion accessory, and lacks the specific religious connotations and guidelines associated with the hijab.Hijab vs ChadorThe chador, often compared with the hijab, is a unique garment in
Islamic clothing. It's a full-body cloak, traditionally black, worn by many Muslim women, particularly in Iran. Unlike the hijab, which primarily covers the head and chest, the chador envelops the entire body, leaving only the face visible.It's a single piece of fabric draped over the head and held closed in front, offering a higher degree of coverage. The
chador is deeply embedded in cultural and religious practices, symbolizing modesty and piety in a way that aligns with specific regional interpretations of Islamic dress.Hijab vs. No HijabThe debate of wearing or not wearing a hijab is rooted in personal, religious, and cultural beliefs. It's a subject of diverse interpretations within the Islamic
world.Different Combinations and StylesHijab with Nigab, Nigab without AbayaThe combination of a hijab with a nigab offers increased modesty and privacy. However, wearing a nigab doesn't necessarily require an abaya (a loose robe-like dress). Women may choose to pair a nigab with various types of clothing as per their personal style and cultural
norms.Hijab and AbayaThe hijab, a well-known Islamic headscarf, when paired with an abaya, a full-length robe-like dress, offers a modest yet functional attire for Muslim women. This combination is particularly popular as it adheres to the principles of modesty while ensuring comfort and ease of movement.The abaya, typically worn over clothes, is
versatile, ranging from simple, everyday wear to more elaborate, embellished designs for special occasions. The hijab complements the abaya by covering the head and neck, completing the modest attire in accordance with Islamic traditions.Hijab or Nigab or Burka The choice between wearing a hijab, nigab, or burka often depends on cultural,
regional, and individual factors. In some Islamic societies, the hijab is seen as sufficient for public modesty, while in others, the nigab or burka is preferred or even mandated. Personal beliefs and interpretations of religious texts also play a significant role in this choice.FAQsQ. What is the primary purpose of wearing a hijab in Islam?The hijab,
primarily worn by Muslim women, symbolizes modesty, privacy, and morality. It reflects a deeply rooted religious ethos which sees modesty not just in dress but in demeanor as well. The hijab is also a manifestation of cultural identity and a form of self-expression.Q. How does the nigab differ from the burka in terms of coverage and cultural
significance?The niqab covers the face, leaving the area around the eyes clear. It's commonly worn in various Islamic cultures, often for greater modesty and privacy. The burka, on the other hand, covers the entire body, including the eyes, which are shielded by a mesh screen.It's predominant in specific regions like Afghanistan and parts of Pakistan.
The cultural significance of both garments varies, often tied to regional, theological, and cultural interpretations of Islamic teachings.Q. Can the hijab be worn for reasons other than religious obligation?Absolutely. While the hijab has its roots in religious practice, many women choose to wear it for reasons including personal style, cultural identity,
and political statement. It has evolved beyond a religious symbol to become a part of personal identity and empowerment for many.Q. Is it common to find colorful and patterned Abayas?Yes, while black is the most prevalent color, Abaya in various colors and patterns are found in many cultures. This variation reflects the diversity within Islamic
communities and shows how traditional attire can adapt to personal tastes and cultural influences.Q. How have perceptions of the hijab and nigab evolved in Western societies?In Western societies, perceptions of the hijab and nigab have been complex and evolving. Initially, there was a lack of understanding, often leading to misconceptions.
However, increased awareness and the visibility of Muslim women in different sectors, including politics, academia, and entertainment, have gradually led to a more nuanced understanding. The hijab and nigab are increasingly seen as symbols of cultural identity and personal choice.Q. What role does personal choice play in deciding to wear the
hijab, niqgab, or burka?Personal choice is paramount in deciding to wear any of these garments. While influenced by cultural, religious, and familial factors, the final decision often rests with the individual. This choice is a reflection of how they interpret their faith, cultural heritage, and personal identity.Q. How does the wearing of Islamic veils like the
hijab or nigab intersect with modern fashion trends?Islamic veils have increasingly intersected with modern fashion trends, leading to a burgeoning market of modest fashion. Designers and fashion brands are creating styles that blend traditional elements with contemporary fashion, offering Muslim women more options than ever. This trend not only
caters to the demand for modest wear but also influences mainstream fashion, celebrating diversity and inclusivity.Q. Are there any legal restrictions on wearing hijabs, nigabs, or burkas in some countries?Yes, some countries have implemented legal restrictions on wearing these garments, especially in public spaces. For example, France and
Belgium have laws restricting the wearing of face-covering veils like nigabs and burkas in public. These laws are often controversial, cited as measures for public safety or secularism, but criticized for infringing on personal freedoms and religious expression.Q. How do hijab and abaya differ, and can they be worn together?The hijab is a headscarf
covering the head and neck, while the abaya is a loose, robe-like dress worn over clothes. They can certainly be worn together, and this combination is common in many Middle Eastern countries. The hijab and abaya ensemble is a traditional and popular choice for many Muslim women, offering both modesty and style.Q. What is the significance of
wearing a hijab or nigab in Islamic culture as opposed to a headscarf or turban in other cultures?In Islamic culture, the hijab or nigab has deep religious and cultural significance, rooted in the Islamic principles of modesty and privacy. In contrast, headscarves or turbans in other cultures might symbolize cultural heritage, fashion, or social status
without necessarily having a religious connotation. The intent and cultural meaning behind these garments differ significantly across cultures.ConclusionThe Islamic veils hijab, niqab, burka, and their variants represent a complex interplay of religious obligation, cultural identity, and personal choice. They are not merely garments but symbols of a
rich cultural heritage that continues to evolve. Understanding their nuances not only enriches our perception of Islamic practices but also fosters a deeper respect for the diversity of cultural expressions in our global community.Veils or coverings are worn by millions of Muslim women all over the world to show their modesty and honor their religion.
The coverings or veils have different names depending on the countries they are used in. Did You Know? Aheda Zanetti, a Lebanese Australian, who is the founder of Ahiida Pty Ltd (AHIIDA) is the designer of the burqini swimsuit for women which has the brand name Ahiida. The suit covers the whole body except for the face, hands and feet. A
covering or veil is a piece of clothing that is used to cover the head, face, or anything which has a symbolic importance or sacredness. Though the issue on veiling is not very clearly documented in Muslim writings, it is commonly associated with women and holiness. The veil is worn by Muslims to show respect to an object or as an expression of their
cultural identity. A veil can either be a loose scarf over the head or a part of the whole body cloak that covers every inch of the body. There are various types of Muslim veils, such as the partial coverings like hijab, nigab, shayla and al-amira, and the full-body ones such as burga and chador. A womans culture and sect of Islam can influence what type
of veil she wears.Hijab Hijab is a scarf that is used to cover the hair and the neck, but the face. It is a square or rectangular piece of cloth which is folded, put over the head and tied under the chin as a headscarf. After attaining puberty, Muslim women wear the Hijab when in the presence of adult males or adult non-Muslim females who are not from
their family. A hijab is available in various colors and shapes, and often matched with a womans outfit. It is most commonly worn by Muslim women all over the world. Nigab Nigab is a scarf or a combination of head veil and scarf that covers the head, ears and neck, but the eyes. Another type is where both the forehead and the eyes are shown. A
nigab often extends till the middle of the back and the chest area. It can be worn with a burga or other clothes. It is commonly worn in the Arabic countries like Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and the UAE, and some parts of Southeast Asia, Northern African Islamic countries and India.Burqa Burqa is an outer garment that covers
the whole body from the top of the head to the feet. The entire face is covered including the eyes with a mesh screen to see through. It is worn as a usual daily clothing by Muslim women in some Islamic cultures when going out in public and removed after returning home. It is the most concealing of all Muslim veils. Burqas are commonly associated
with the Afghan chadris. They come in many different colors.Chador Chador or chadar is an outer garment or open cloak worn by Muslim women in public places in some parts of the Middle East, especially Iran and Saudi Arabia. It is a full-length semicircular fabric with no hand openings, and is held together by hands at the front. It is tossed over
the head and let to flow down over the clothing underneath. A chador is worn with the hijab to show modesty which is vital according to Islam. Chadors are mostly black in color, but are available in other colors too.Abaya Popular in the Gulf countries, abaya is a cloak worn by Muslim women when in public. It is a long and loosely fitted garment which
is worn over other clothing. It is usually worn with a hijab or a nigab. An abaya usually has sleeves and is closed at the front with zips or buttons. It is worn from the head to the toes or over the shoulders. It is usually made of synthetic fiber.Khimar Khimar is a type of hijab that is tossed over the head and let to flow down to the middle of the back or
till the waist. It covers the head, neck and shoulders, but leaves the face uncovered.Al-amira Al-amira is on an average the mostly used veil by Muslim women around the world. It is a two-piece veil which consists of a cap that fits tightly on the head and a tube-like loose scarf worn over that. The cap is usually made of cotton or polyester.Shayla Shayla
is a rectangular scarf or a form of hijab that is wrapped around the head and pinned at the shoulders leaving the face and some of the neck exposed. It is popular in the Gulf countries. It is usually made of a light silk material. Esarp Esarp is a long square-shaped scarf made of silk. It is worn commonly by Muslim women in Turkey. It is available is
many patterns, prints and colors.Tudung Tudung or tudong is a Malay word, which means cover or veil. It is a one-piece scarf worn as a veil by women in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei. It covers the hair, ears and neck, but the face. It also consists of a circular panel at the front which is adorned with various designs. It is worn as a dress code for
office, schools and formal occasions.Doa Gaun Doa gaun is a clothing that is worn over any dress. It comes in two pieces, the gown and the headscarf. It is commonly worn in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. When going to a place for praying, Muslim women slip this over the clothing they are wearing and take it off after returning from worship.
Dupatta Dupatta is a rectangular piece of clothing used by women in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and other Asian countries. It comes in a wide range of colors and designs.Batula Batula is a mask that is worn as a face covering. It comes in different styles. It is worn with an abaya or a burga. Batula is common in United Arab Emirates, Oman, Qatar
and Arabs of Southern Iran. Older women and those living in rural areas wear it. However, this style is gradually becoming less popular and has nearly died out in the newer generations.Jilbab Jilbab is a long and loose-fitting coat or outer garment worn by some Muslim women. The entire body is covered except for the hands, face and head. It is worn
with a headscarf like a hijab or khimar to cover the head and neck, or with a nigab to cover the hands and face. Muslim people wear various types of headwear that hold cultural, religious, and regional significance. Here are some examples:1. Hijab:The hijab is a general term used to describe modest attire and head coverings worn by Muslim women.
It typically refers to a headscarf that covers the hair, neck, and sometimes the shoulders, while leaving the face visible. The style and way it is worn can vary based on personal choice and cultural practices.2. Nigab:The nigab is a face-covering veil worn by some Muslim women. It covers the face except for the eyes, leaving the rest of the body
modestly covered. The nigab is usually worn in addition to a headscarf or other forms of modest clothing.3. Burqa:The burqa is a full-body covering worn by some Muslim women, particularly in certain regions such as Afghanistan. It covers the entire body, including the face, with a mesh screen or fabric panel that allows the wearer to see through.4.
Shayla:The shayla is a long and rectangular scarf worn by Muslim women, typically draped over the shoulders and wrapped around the head. It is commonly worn in the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf countries.5. Kufi or Tagiyah:The kufi or taqgiyah is a small, brimless cap worn by Muslim men. It is often worn during prayer or as part of traditional attire.
The kufi can be made of various materials, such as fabric, crocheted yarn, or embroidered designs.6. Turban:Some Muslim men may wear turbans as a form of headwear. Turbans are long and wrapped around the head, often with a religious or cultural significance.Its important to note that headwear practices may vary among different Muslim
communities and individuals, and not all Muslims wear head coverings. The choice to wear specific types of headwear is influenced by personal beliefs, religious interpretations, cultural traditions, and regional customs.

Arab head covering name. Arab headband name. Arab head covering. Arab male head covering.
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