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How	long	does	a	hvac	last

Maintaining	Your	HVAC	System:	Understanding	Lifespan	and	Maintenance	Maintaining	your	heating,	ventilation,	and	air	conditioning	(HVAC)	system	is	crucial	to	extending	its	lifespan.	While	larger	units	may	be	more	expensive	upfront,	heat	pumps	tend	to	last	around	16	years,	whereas	furnaces	can	range	from	15	to	20	years.	However,	the	actual
lifespan	of	a	system	depends	on	usage	patterns.	For	instance,	if	you	run	your	air	conditioner	for	extended	periods	or	have	a	furnace	that	operates	consistently,	its	lifespan	may	be	shorter	than	expected.	The	frequency	and	duration	of	HVAC	usage	significantly	impact	its	longevity.	Regular	maintenance	is	key	to	preventing	premature	wear	and	tear.	The
golden	ticket	to	extending	the	life	of	your	system	is	regular	servicing	by	qualified	technicians.	Annual	cleanings	and	tune-ups	can	help	prevent	costly	repairs	down	the	line.	Some	maintenance	tasks,	such	as	changing	filters	and	vacuuming	vents,	can	be	done	by	homeowners	themselves	without	incurring	service	call	charges	or	expensive	parts.
However,	more	complex	tasks	should	be	handled	by	professionals.	It's	often	cheaper	to	schedule	maintenance	a	day	early	rather	than	waiting	until	an	emergency	situation	arises.	This	is	especially	true	for	furnace	replacements	during	winter	or	air	conditioner	replacements	during	the	summer.	Despite	the	benefits	of	regular	maintenance,	some	may
view	it	as	unnecessary	expenses.	However,	addressing	minor	issues	promptly	can	save	you	from	more	extensive	and	expensive	repairs	in	the	long	run.	Having	a	home	warranty	can	also	provide	peace	of	mind	and	alleviate	financial	burdens	associated	with	unexpected	system	failures.	Homeowners	can	extend	the	life	of	their	heating,	ventilation	and	air
conditioning	(HVAC)	systems	by	investing	in	a	home	warranty.	While	these	contracts	may	not	cover	everything,	they	offer	significant	cost	savings	compared	to	paying	for	repairs	and	replacements	out-of-pocket.	When	a	covered	system	breaks	down,	policyholders	pay	an	annual	premium	and	then	a	flat	service	charge	for	the	warranty	company	to	send
a	technician.	This	can	be	a	substantial	amount	of	money	-	the	national	average	cost	of	a	home	warranty	is	around	$600	per	year.	In	contrast,	without	a	home	warranty,	homeowners	may	put	off	maintenance	and	repairs	due	to	the	high	costs	associated	with	technician	visits	and	replacement	parts.	However,	neglecting	these	issues	can	lead	to	more
expensive	problems	down	the	line.	By	investing	in	a	home	warranty,	homeowners	can	make	regular	maintenance	and	repairs	less	daunting.	They	know	exactly	how	much	they'll	pay	for	service	calls,	which	encourages	them	to	address	issues	promptly.	This	proactive	approach	extends	the	life	of	their	HVAC	systems,	saving	them	from	costly
replacements	when	it's	eventually	time	to	upgrade.	Investing	in	a	home	warranty	can	be	especially	beneficial	for	homeowners	who	are	approaching	the	end	of	their	system's	lifespan	or	are	unsure	about	the	age	and	condition	of	their	equipment.	To	ensure	you	make	the	most	out	of	your	HVAC	system,	it’s	essential	to	understand	its	lifespan	and	how	to
maintain	it.	Typically,	an	HVAC	system	lasts	between	15	to	20	years,	with	some	systems	running	up	to	30	years	or	more	when	properly	maintained.	According	to	Eric	Goranson,	a	home	renovation	expert,	regular	servicing	and	maintenance	are	key	to	extending	the	life	of	your	system.	He	notes	that	well-maintained	heat	pumps	can	last	up	to	30	years.
The	lifespan	of	different	components	within	an	HVAC	system	varies	as	follows:	-	Furnaces:	Typically	last	between	15	to	20	years,	but	some	electric	furnaces	have	been	known	to	run	for	40	or	50	years.	-	Central	air	conditioning	units:	Usually	last	15	to	20	years,	with	some	models	lasting	up	to	30	years	with	regular	maintenance	and	service.	-	Heat
pumps:	Generally	last	10	to	15	years,	although	regular	maintenance	can	extend	this	lifespan.	Also	crucial	for	outdoor	units	like	AC	compressors	and	heat	pumps:	keeping	surrounding	areas	clean	of	dirt	and	debris.	Neglecting	routine	maintenance	can	lead	to	costly	issues	later	on.	"A	dirty	filter	can	become	clogged,	bending	and	folding	up,"	Goranson
explains,	"Dirt	enters	the	system,	causing	corrosion.	Suddenly,	you're	installing	a	new	system."	To	determine	when	to	replace	your	HVAC	system,	consider	factors	like	higher	utility	bills,	uneven	heating	and	cooling,	or	frequent	repairs.	Household	changes,	such	as	added	children,	seniors,	or	individuals	with	health	conditions,	may	also	necessitate	an
upgrade.	Environmental	factors	can	also	impact	performance,	for	instance,	if	your	home	transitions	from	shaded	to	sun-exposed.	"Environmental	factors	can	change	things,"	Goranson	notes.	When	it's	time	to	replace	your	HVAC	system,	don't	attempt	the	job	yourself	–	instead,	consult	seasoned	professionals.	Obtain	quotes	from	reputable	companies,
discuss	needs,	and	get	a	cost	estimate.	Prioritize	finding	a	trustworthy	contractor	over	a	specific	brand,	as	the	installer	is	crucial	for	success.	If	you	have	a	preferred	brand	in	mind,	research	licensed	installers	on	their	website.	"The	installer	is	just	as	important	as	the	equipment,"	Goranson	emphasizes.	Want	to	upgrade	your	home's	heating,
ventilation,	and	air	conditioning	(HVAC)	system	without	breaking	the	bank?	Sealed	offers	a	solution	where	you	can	switch	to	an	energy-efficient	HVAC	for	$0	upfront,	with	qualifying	projects	backed	by	an	energy-savings	guarantee.	In	this	article,	we'll	delve	into	key	questions	regarding	HVAC	lifespan	and	maintenance.	The	typical	lifespan	of	a
residential	HVAC	system	spans	between	10	and	25	years,	influenced	by	several	factors	including	the	home's	current	setup,	type	of	heating	or	cooling	system	(boiler,	furnace,	ductwork,	radiant	floor	heating),	insulation	levels,	regular	tune-ups	and	filter	changes,	air	sealing,	temperature	preferences,	and	local	climate.	A	crucial	but	often	overlooked
aspect	is	that	even	with	an	energy-efficient	HVAC	system,	inadequate	insulation	or	improper	air	sealing	can	significantly	shorten	its	lifespan.	For	instance,	if	your	home	has	old	insulation,	gaps,	cracks,	and	seams	allowing	heat	to	escape,	it	likely	puts	additional	stress	on	your	heating	and	cooling	appliances.	Upgrading	attic	insulation	and	performing
professional	air	sealing	can	create	a	robust	thermal	boundary	that	extends	the	life	of	your	HVAC	system	by	keeping	it	from	overworking.	The	type	of	HVAC	system	you	have	also	plays	a	role	in	its	lifespan:	-	Window	Unit	AC:	10	years	-	Residential	single	whole-home	unit:	15	years	-	Heat	pumps:	15-25	years	(with	proper	maintenance)	-	Steam	boilers:
15-35	years,	depending	on	the	boiler	type	-	Furnace:	18	years	-	Radiant	heaters:	15-20	years,	depending	on	the	heating	system	To	determine	if	it's	time	for	an	upgrade,	keep	an	eye	out	for	these	seven	indicators:	1.	Rising	energy	bills	due	to	increased	usage.	2.	HVAC	systems	being	overworked	due	to	insufficient	insulation	and	unwanted	airflow.	A
professional	energy	audit	or	inspection	by	an	HVAC	technician	is	necessary	to	accurately	assess	your	home's	HVAC	performance	and	identify	potential	issues.	Some	homeowners	may	even	qualify	for	a	free	energy	audit,	offering	valuable	insights	into	optimizing	their	home's	comfort	while	reducing	costs.	Given	article	text	here	Considering	a	heating
system	upgrade?	Electric	heat	pumps	might	be	the	way	to	go,	but	these	furnaces	aren't	energy	efficient.	Heat	pumps	work	by	transferring	heat	from	outside	to	inside	your	home.	In	80%	of	homes	studied,	electric	heat	pumps	saved	money	over	their	lifespan	compared	to	gas	furnaces.	If	your	air	conditioner	uses	R-22	refrigerants,	it's	time	to	consider
an	upgrade	due	to	its	environmental	harm	and	phase-out	in	the	US.	R-22	is	no	longer	being	produced,	making	replacement	or	recharging	with	new	refrigerant	increasingly	expensive	and	difficult	to	find.	Replacing	AC	instead	of	recharging	can	save	you	money	in	the	long	run.	Old	HVAC	systems,	even	if	they	seem	fine,	are	often	outdated	and
inefficient,	consuming	more	energy	than	necessary.	Heat	pumps	offer	a	solution,	reducing	up	to	50%	of	your	heat-based	energy	use.	Electric	air	source	heat	pumps	are	the	best	option	for	those	looking	for	an	energy-efficient	upgrade.	They	can	reduce	energy	consumption	by	as	much	as	1/3	compared	to	traditional	HVAC	systems.	Heat	pumps	are
efficient	appliances	that	maintain	your	home	in	winter	and	cool	it	in	summer,	replacing	the	need	for	two	separate	systems	using	different	energy	sources.	They	also	excel	at	dehumidifying.	For	those	interested	in	learning	more	about	heat	pumps,	check	out	our	guides	on	Heat	pump	vs.	furnace,	Heat	pump	vs.	boiler,	or	Heat	pump	vs.	AC.	Many	utility
companies	offer	rebates	for	upgrading	to	an	energy-efficient	model,	and	new	federal	legislation	has	expanded	US	heat	pump	tax	credits	and	rebates.	Sealed	can	help	you	get	a	professional	air-source	heat	pump	installed	at	no	upfront	cost,	and	you	can	use	any	applicable	rebates	or	tax	credits.	With	proper	maintenance	and	sufficient	insulation,	heat
pumps	can	last	15-25	years	on	average.	Ready	to	upgrade	your	HVAC	system?	Sealed	offers	flexible	payment	options	and	an	energy-savings	guarantee.	Complete	our	short	questionnaire	to	see	if	you	qualify	for	a	no-cost	installation.


