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The	Bible's	perspective	on	love	is	multifaceted,	encompassing	various	forms	of	affection	and	devotion.	The	five	most	frequently	used	Hebrew	and	Greek	words	for	love	in	the	Bible	convey	different	shades	of	emotional	attachment.	A	deeper	exploration	of	these	terms	reveals	that	love	encompasses	a	range	of	intense,	close	relationships	–	whether
familial	or	romantic	in	nature.	Scripture	also	emphasizes	the	importance	of	loving	one's	neighbors	as	oneself,	demonstrating	the	significance	of	showing	compassion	and	kindness	towards	others.	In	the	context	of	biblical	teachings,	God's	love	is	depicted	as	unconditional	and	preferential,	implying	an	unwavering	commitment	chosen	by	will	rather	than
based	on	the	beloved's	goodness.	This	concept	is	exemplified	in	passages	such	as	Isaiah	54:13,	where	it	is	written	that	"all	thy	children	shall	be	taught	of	the	Lord;	and	great	shall	be	the	peace	of	thy	children."	Similarly,	Jesus'	teachings	on	love	emphasize	the	commandment	to	love	one's	neighbors	as	oneself	(Matthew	22:36-40),	underscoring	the
significance	of	showing	mercy	and	kindness	towards	others.	Beloved	love	that	always	seeks	the	good	of	the	beloved.	This	type	of	love	is	exclusive	to	the	Christian	community	because	it	flows	directly	from	God's	love	as	stated	in	1	John	4:7-8	and	other	biblical	verses	such	as	Matthew	5:43,	Luke	6:27,	John	3:16,	Romans	13:8,	1	Corinthians	2:9,
Ephesians	2:4,	and	James	1:12.	Agape	is	a	deep	affection	that	God	commands	because	it	encompasses	love	between	persons,	people	for	God,	and	God's	love	for	humanity.	Looking	at	some	biblical	verses,	it	seems	that	having	a	strong	faith	and	hope	in	salvation	are	important	for	our	daily	lives.	For	example,	we	should	put	on	our	"breastplate	of	faith
and	love"	(Thessalonians	5:8)	to	be	sober	and	make	good	choices.	The	Bible	also	talks	about	different	types	of	love	-	phileo	and	agape.	Phileo	is	a	type	of	love	that	feels	like	friendship	or	affection,	while	agape	is	a	deeper	kind	of	love	that's	more	about	caring	for	others	without	expecting	anything	in	return.	In	Matthew	5:44,	Jesus	says	we	should	show
agape	love	to	everyone,	but	it	seems	that	this	isn't	always	easy	-	sometimes	people	just	want	to	follow	their	own	interests	and	not	put	in	effort.	Looking	deeper	into	the	meaning	of	"Love	the	Lord	thy	God	with	all	thy	heart,	and	with	all	thy	soul,	and	with	all	thy	mind"	is	a	great	resource	to	gain	insight.	Check	out	our	look	inside	post	for	more	information
(also	available	in	NKJV).	What	does	this	verse	mean	to	you?	Share	your	thoughts	in	the	comments!	In	Genesis	29:30,	Jacob's	love	for	Rachel	is	highlighted.	The	word	"love"	can	be	ambiguous	when	used	in	English;	it	encompasses	various	types	of	love,	such	as	familial,	romantic,	or	affectionate	love.	However,	words	like	ahavah,	racham,	and	chabad	are
used	to	describe	specific	types	of	love.	For	example,	ahavah	refers	to	a	general	love,	while	racham	is	a	merciful	love.	A	biblical	test	for	true	love	is	whether	you	want	to	do	more	for	someone	than	they	want	to	do	for	you.	It	ultimately	comes	down	to	deciding	whether	we	want	to	give	more	to	the	other	person	than	they	should	do	for	us.	We	often
respond	with	obligation	instead	of	true	love.	The	Bible	uses	"hiybah"	to	describe	this	type	of	love,	which	is	only	incomplete	and	not	genuine	at	all.	When	we	give	tithes	out	of	obligation	or	attend	church	due	to	a	sense	of	duty	rather	than	affection,	are	we	truly	expressing	ahavah?	Do	we	claim	to	love	God	but	do	so	through	hiybah,	just	going	through	the
motions	without	any	real	passion?	The	story	of	Jacob	and	his	two	wives	illustrates	this	distinction.	He	fulfilled	his	duties	with	Leah,	providing	for	her	and	giving	her	children,	but	he	never	truly	loved	her;	his	feelings	were	only	those	of	obligation.	In	contrast,	when	we	genuinely	love	someone,	as	Jacob	loved	Rachel,	our	actions	are	motivated	by	ahavah,
not	just	a	sense	of	duty.	This	is	what	brings	us	closer	to	God,	as	seen	in	the	story	of	Joseph	and	Benjamin,	who	received	more	attention	and	favor	from	their	father	due	to	his	true	love	for	their	mother,	Rachel.	In	essence,	it's	about	choosing	to	cultivate	genuine	ahavah	in	our	relationships,	including	with	our	spouses,	rather	than	just	going	through	the
motions	out	of	obligation.	You	would	hold	on	to	it	until	the	moment	you	realized	that	your	affection	for	your	partner	had	faded,	and	you	no	longer	felt	the	desire	to	go	the	extra	mile	for	them.	That's	when	you	would	roll	up	your	sleeves	and	start	repeating	a	daily	mantra:	"I	will	love	my	partner	with	every	fiber	of	my	being,	just	as	I	would	devote	myself
to	God."	There's	an	old	Jewish	proverb	that	advises	young	couples,	often	brought	together	through	arranged	marriages,	to	learn	to	love	each	other,	even	if	they	didn't	feel	that	spark	initially.	Their	parents	would	reassure	them,	"You	will	grow	to	love	each	other,"	much	like	we	learn	to	love	and	appreciate	God.	If	you're	in	a	relationship	and	don't	feel
that	deep	connection	with	your	partner,	it's	an	opportunity	to	learn	and	cultivate	love.	By	doing	so,	you'll	also	come	to	understand	the	importance	of	loving	God,	even	when	His	presence	may	seem	distant	or	unresponsive.	Just	as	marriage	can	either	drive	couples	apart	or	bring	them	closer	together,	fostering	a	deeper	love,	applying	the	same
dedication	to	loving	God	can	lead	to	a	profound	worship	of	Him.	You	have	the	chance	to	truly	love	God	if	you	can	transform	your	fleeting	infatuation	into	a	lasting,	meaningful	love	-	so	don't	let	it	slip	away.
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